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STATE AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
 

GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPING COUNTY 
COMPREHENSIVE FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLANS 

 
Approved December 14, 2006 

 
 
The following guidelines provide uniform standards for the development of County 
Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plans.  With the recent SADC Process Review 
Committee recommendation for a county-wide Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Program these 
plans will become increasingly important in providing strategic guidance for all Farmland 
Preservation Program partners and in ensuring the timely expenditure of future funding.  SADC 
approval of a County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan based on these standards will 
be a prerequisite for participation in the county-wide PIG Program.  To be eligible for 
participation, counties must update their existing plans to the new standards or adopt completely 
new Farmland Preservation Plans.  At least two (2) public meetings will also be required; one 
early in the process designed to gather input and another later in the process to review the draft 
Plan.  SADC and Department of Agriculture staff will work with CADBs to provide and identify 
sources for the latest data with respect to agricultural statistics, water resources, agricultural 
economic development, land use and resource conservation. 
 
In anticipation of the expansion of the Farmland Preservation Program under the Garden State 
Preservation Trust, County Agriculture Development Boards (CADBs) were asked to assemble 
Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plans in 1998 – 1999.  To date, ten (10) of New Jersey’s 
21 counties have adopted comprehensive plans to better coordinate their agriculture retention 
and planning efforts.  Four (4) additional counties have some type of strategic, long-range plan,  
trust fund plan or growth management plan that provides considerable direction to their farmland 
preservation initiatives and two (2) counties have comprehensive farmland preservation planning 
processes underway.   
 
These guidelines supplement proposed new rules at N.J.A.C. 2:76-17, and update previous 
planning standards and incorporate recommendations from the 2006 edition of the Agricultural 
Smart Growth Plan for New Jersey, the Planning Incentive Grant Statute (N.J.S.A. 4:1C-43.1) 
and the NJ Department of Agriculture Guidelines for Plan Endorsement under the State 
Development and Redevelopment Plan.  Recently, the SADC was successful in securing State 
matching grant funding to assist counties in creating and / or updating comprehensive farmland 
preservation plans to these new standards.  The attached timeline and draft grant policy will help 
guide the SADC and CADBs in developing plans to lead the Farmland Preservation Program 
into the future. 
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I. County’s Agricultural Land Base 
 

The first section of the County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan should provide a 
clear description of the agricultural characteristics and trends within the county over the last 20 
years.  SADC staff will provide each county with a County Agricultural Profile, combining 
Farmland Assessment, Census of Agriculture, Farmland Preservation, NJDEP Land Use / Land 
Cover, Building Permit and Census Bureau data.  This data should be used by the county in 
preparation of its County Farmland Preservation Plan. 
 

A. Location and size of agricultural land base 
B. Distribution of soil types and their characteristics 
C. Number of irrigated acres and available water sources 
D. Farmland Assessment and Census of Agriculture statistics and trends 

1. Number of farms and farms by size 
2. Average and median farm size 
3. Cropland harvested, pasture, woodland, equine, total for agricultural use 
 

II. County’s Agricultural Industry – Overview 
 

The second section of the Plan must provide a thorough overview of the county’s existing 
agricultural industry, including historical crop trends and the market value of agricultural 
products over the last 20 years.  This chapter should also discuss the status of agricultural related 
industries from equipment and supply providers and services to food processors and distributors 
and direct marketing.  Counties should share their observations about where the agricultural 
industry within the county seems to be heading. 

 
A. Trends in Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold 
B. Crop / Production Trends over the last 20 years 
C. Support Services within market region (equipment and seed dealers, 

fertilizer/pesticide suppliers, processing facilities, farmers markets, etc.) 
D. Other agricultural related industries 
 

III. Land Use Planning Context 
 

The third chapter of the Plan must explore the land use planning context for farmland 
preservation and agricultural retention in the county.  Starting with the State Development and 
Redevelopment Plan Planning Areas, Designated Centers and Endorsed Plans, the county Plan 
should discuss the relationship of land use, land value, infrastructure and development trends to 
the county Master Plan and county development regulations.  An overview of municipal master 
plans, zoning and subdivision regulations, including the use of innovative planning techniques 
such as the Transfer of Development Rights (TDR), mandatory clustering, non-contiguous 
clustering and lot size averaging, should also be provided. 

A. State Development and Redevelopment Plan Planning Areas, Designated Centers and 
Endorsed Plans 
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B. Special Resource Areas (Highlands, Pinelands, CAFRA, etc.) 
C. County Master Plan and Development Regulations 
D. Current Land Use and Trends 
E. Sewer Service Areas / Public Water Supply Service Areas 
F. Municipal Master Plan and Zoning – Overview  

1. General lot size categories and distribution by municipality 
a. Small lots (less than 1 acre minimum lots on sewer/water) 
b. Medium lots (>1 < 5 acre minimum; septic/well) 
c. Large lots (> 5 < 10 acre minimum; septic/well) 
d. Very large lots (> 10 acre minimum; septic/well) 

2. Description of Innovative Planning Techniques Employed 
a. Cluster zoning  
b. Non-contiguous cluster zoning 
c. Lot size averaging 
d. Transfer of Development Rights 
e. Use of mandatory vs. voluntary options 

3. Discussion of Development Pressures and Land Value Trends  
G. Discussion of Municipal and Regional TDR Opportunities including implementation 

strategy recommendations 
 

IV. County’s Farmland Preservation Program – Overview 
 

The county’s Farmland Preservation Program is presented in chapter four of the Plan.  In 
addition to a thorough description of farmland preservation program participation and 
expenditures by municipality and by program type, the county must provide their latest 
Agricultural Development Area (ADA) criteria and map in relation to the latest agricultural land 
use map and preserved farmland.  This section should also compare the county’s progress to date 
in relation to the SADC’s Strategic Targeting Project and any municipal and / or county 
Planning Incentive Grant Project Areas or TDR programs in the area.  Coordination with open 
space and recreational preservation initiatives as well as easement monitoring and enforcement 
should also be discussed. 

 
A. Agricultural Development Areas 

1. Designation Criteria (see N.J.A.C. 2:76-1) 
2. Geographic Information System mapping / current location map 

B. Farmland preserved to date by program and municipality 
1. County Easement Purchase  
2. County Planning Incentive Grants 
3. Municipal Planning Incentive Grants  
4. SADC Direct Easement Purchase 
5. SADC Fee Simple 
6. Non-profit  
7. Transfer of Development Rights 
8. Other programs and partnerships 
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C. Consistency with SADC Strategic Targeting Project, including: 
1. Municipal Planning Incentive Grant Program(s) – Targeted farms and Project 

Areas / Agricultural Advisory Committee Coordination 
D. Eight Year Programs 
E. Coordination with Open Space Preservation Initiatives 
F. Farmland Preservation Program Funding Expended to Date by Source 
G. Monitoring of Preserved Farmland  
H. Coordination with TDR Programs 

 
V. Future Farmland Preservation Program  

 
Chapter five must provide clear goals and objectives for the county’s farmland preservation 
efforts over the next 10 years.  County ranking and minimum eligibility criteria as well as county 
policies with respect to housing opportunities, division of the premises and exceptions should be 
presented in detail.  This section should also include a staffing and funding plan to ensure 
efficient and effective program implementation in the years to come.  Efforts to develop and 
utilize a county Geographic Information System and Farmland Preservation Program database 
must be described.  Factors that would limit implementation of the Plan should be identified with 
potential strategies provided to minimize their impact. 
 

A. Preservation Goals (1, 5 and 10 year acreage targets)  
B. Project Area Summaries 
C. Minimum eligibility criteria 
D. County ranking criteria 
E. County Policies Related to Farmland Preservation Applications, including:  

1. Approval of housing opportunities  
a. Agricultural labor housing  
b. House replacement 
c. Residual Dwelling Site Opportunity allocation 

2. Division of the Premises 
3. Approval of exceptions  

a. Severable  
b. Non-severable 

F. Funding Plan 
1. Description of county funding sources (dedicated tax, bond proceeds, annual 

revenues (total), annual revenues dedicated to FPP) 
2. Financial policies related to cost-share requirements between county and 

municipal / other funding partners / installment purchases 
3. Cost projections and funding plan associated with 1, 5 and 10 year preservation 

goals    
4. Any other financial information as appropriate  

G. Farmland Preservation Program / CADB Administrative Resources 
1. Staff resources 
2. Legal support  
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3. Database development 
4. Geographic Information System capacity and staff resources 

H. Factors Limiting Farmland Preservation Implementation 
1. Funding (county or municipal) 
2. Projected Costs 
3. Land supply 
4. Landowner interest 
5. Administrative resources 
6. Other 

 
VI. Economic Development  

 
Agricultural economic development strategies of the county must be described in chapter six.  
The county’s agricultural industry retention, expansion and recruitment strategies should be 
compared to the NJ Department of Agriculture’s Economic Development Strategies for 
consistency.  Coordination with business and institutional support providers including 
marketing, public relations and education, estate planning, and community supported agriculture 
opportunities should be discussed.  To the greatest extent possible, the county’s Plan should also 
anticipate the needs of consumers, farmers and agriculture related industries in the years to come 
and discuss opportunities for new community markets, suppliers, processors and distributors. 

 
A. Consistency with NJ Department of Agriculture Economic Development Strategies 
B. Agricultural industry retention, expansion and recruitment strategies 

1. Institutional 
a. Farmer Support (e.g., Farm Link Program, Estate Planning) 
b. Marketing / Public Relation Support (e.g., local use of the Jersey Fresh 

promotional program) 
c. Community Farmers Markets 
d. Community Supported Agriculture  
e. Agricultural Education and Market Research Coordination 

i. Rutgers Cooperative Extension  
ii. New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station 

iii. Rutgers School of Environmental and Biological Sciences 
iv. Other 

2. Businesses 
a. Input Suppliers and Services 
b. Product Distributors and Processors 

3. Anticipated Agricultural Trends 
a. Market Location 
b. Product Demand 

 
 

4. Agricultural Support Needs 
a. Agricultural Facilities and Infrastructure (e.g., farm markets, food processors) 
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a. Type  
b. Placement / Location 

b. Flexible Land Use Regulations 
c. Agriculture Representation in Economic Development Organizations 

5. Agricultural Support Implementation  
a. Cost 
b. Funding Opportunities 
c. Timeline 

 
VII. Natural Resource Conservation   

 
The county’s efforts to promote natural resource conservation should be presented in chapter 
seven.  The degree of coordination with established federal and state soil and water conservation 
programs, including landowner participation in conservation planning and matching grant 
programs must be discussed in this section of the Plan.  Special attention should be paid to water 
conservation and allocation strategies in areas where water supplies are threatened by increasing 
competition from both agricultural and non-agricultural users.  Non-traditional energy 
conservation and waste management efforts, as well as future conservation enhancements, 
should also be presented. 

 
A. Natural Resource Protection Coordination 

1. Natural Resources Conservation Service 
2. Soil Conservation Districts 

B. Natural Resource Protection Programs  
1. SADC Soil and Water Conservation Grant Program 
2. Federal Conservation Programs (EQIP, WHIP, CREP, etc.) 
3. NJDEP Landowner Incentive Program 

C. Water Resources 
1. Supply Characteristics 
2. Agricultural Demand & Supply Limitations 
3. Conservation & Allocation Strategies 

D. Waste Management Planning (e.g., animal waste, plastic mulch, tires, etc.) 
E. Energy Conservation Planning (e.g., solar, wind, etc.) 
F. Outreach and Incentives 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIII. Agricultural Industry Sustainability, Retention and Promotion 
 

Chapter eight should expand on the county’s vision for farming and the agricultural industry 
beyond preservation of its agricultural land base alone.  Right to Farm programming and 
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agricultural mediation services should be described including an inventory of municipal Right-
to-Farm ordinances in relation to the SADC model.  This section of the Plan should also 
document the county’s efforts to work with municipal partners on issues from permit 
streamlining to agricultural vehicle movement, labor housing and general agricultural education 
and promotion. 

 
A. Existing Agricultural Industry Support  

1. Right to Farm / Agricultural Mediation Programs 
2. Farmland Assessment 

B. Other Strategies, including: 
1. Permit streamlining 
2. Agricultural vehicle movement / routes 
3. Agricultural labor housing / training 
4. Wildlife Management Strategies 
5. Agricultural education and promotion 
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OceanCoLandinFarms
Source:  US Census of Agriculture

NJ State Agriculture Development Committee 4/11/2008

Ocean County Land in Farms  1954 - 2002
Permanently Preserved Farmland as of 12/31/06
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 Ocean County Landscape Change 1984 - 2001 in Acres
OCEAN 1984 1995 2001
total area 485,328  
DEVELOPED 78,408 101,107 106,107
CULTIVATED/GRASSLAND 26,272 18,974 18,369
UPLAND FOREST 177,004 166,169 159,536
BARE LAND 8,640 9,309 12,273
UNCONSOLIDATED SHORE 5,749 6,453 6,393
COASTAL WETLAND 27,909 26,671 26,672
INLAND WETLAND 83,683 80,310 79,766
WATER 77,633 76,334 76,195

Based on CRSSA land cover classification of Landsat satellite imagery. For
more information about the NJ raster land cover data and projects, please

refer to DOCS/DATA for reports, GIS data and metadata >>



Land in Farms 1992 - 2002
vs. Permanently Preserved Farmland

Adjusted 6/30/07 % of County 6/30/07 Potential % of Cty 200,000 Acre 600,000 Acre Preserved Potential 
County 1992 1997 1997 2002 Difference % Change Preserved Base Preserved Potential Base Preserved Projection County Target Difference Difference

Atlantic 29,606 31,050 31,620 30,337 -1,283 -4.1% 3,592 11.8% 4,622 15.2% 5,201 22,592 19,000 17,970

Bergen 2,636 2,633 2,955 1,283 -1,672 -56.6% 318 24.8% 338 26.3% 380 955 637 617

Burlington 97,186 103,667 103,627 111,237 7,610 7.3% 21,835 19.6% 24,595 22.1% 27,674 82,839 61,004 58,244

Camden 7,799 9,007 9,446 10,259 813 8.6% 467 4.6% 696 6.8% 783 7,640 7,173 6,944

Cape May 11,644 9,669 9,840 10,037 197 2.0% 2,515 25.1% 2,627 26.2% 2,956 7,475 4,960 4,848

Cumberland 68,627 66,288 67,194 71,097 3,903 5.8% 12,617 17.7% 13,332 18.8% 15,001 52,947 40,330 39,615

Essex 613 Withheld Withheld 153 N / A N / A 0 0 0 0.0 0 114 114 114

Gloucester 61,748 58,373 58,888 50,753 -8,135 -13.8% 8,777 17.3% 9,579 18.9% 10,778 37,796 29,019 28,217

Hudson N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0

Hunterdon 106,324 105,230 113,975 109,241 -4,734 -4.2% 22,542 20.6% 25,858 23.7% 29,095 81,353 58,811 55,495

Mercer 35,786 28,391 28,395 25,070 -3,325 -11.7% 6,699 26.7% 7,368 29.4% 8,290 18,670 11,971 11,302

Middlesex 25,011 28,100 28,635 21,824 -6,811 -23.8% 4,508 20.7% 4,605 21.1% 5,181 16,253 11,745 11,648

Monmouth 58,758 59,405 61,358 47,198 -14,160 -23.1% 10,538 22.3% 12,341 26.1% 13,886 35,149 24,611 22,808

Morris 23,915 22,351 23,623 17,233 -6,390 -27.0% 6,305 36.6% 6,948 40.3% 7,818 12,834 6,529 5,886

Ocean 10,365 11,381 12,061 12,239 178 1.5% 2,675 21.9% 2,745 22.4% 3,089 9,115 6,440 6,370

Passaic 1,838 2,232 2,485 1,526 -959 -38.6% 0 0 15 0.7 17 1,136 1,136 1,121

Salem 98,256 92,047 92,890 96,238 3,348 3.6% 23,007 23.9% 23,662 24.6% 26,624 71,669 48,662 48,007

Somerset 43,989 46,258 48,299 36,237 -12,062 -25.0% 6,601 18.2% 7,334 20.2% 8,252 26,986 20,385 19,652

Sussex 75,531 73,001 76,461 75,496 -965 -1.3% 10,872 14.4% 14,201 18.8% 15,979 56,223 45,351 42,022

Union 325 Withheld Withheld 182 N / A N / A 0 0 0 0.0 0 136 136 136

Warren 87,638 82,900 84,494 78,042 -6,452 -7.6% 14,853 19.0% 16,882 21.6% 18,995 58,119 43,266 41,237

Total 847,595 832,600 856,909 805,682 -51,227 -6.0% 158,721 19.7% 177,748 22.1% 200,000 600,000 441,279 422,252

11_strategictargetsbyco63007 - version2.xls
Source:  US Census of Agriculture

NJ State Agriculture Development Committee 4/11/2008



Ocean County Agricultural Profile 4/13/2007

US Census of Agriculture

2002 1997 1992 1987 1982
Farms (number) 217 235 233 206 203
Land in Farms (acres) 12239 11381 10365 8820 9960
Average Size of Farm (acres) 56 48 44 43 49
Median Size of Farm (acres) 13 11 n/a n/a n/a

Estimated Market Value of Land and Buildings
  Average per Farm (dollars) 455399 348713 347159 232801 158749
  Average per Acres (dollars) 14522 6791 6254 3956 3624

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold
$1,000 10727 8170 5046 4916 4156

  Average per Farm (dollars) 49434 34767 21657 23864 20472

Top 5 Agricultural Commodities
1 Nursery
2 Fruits/Berries
3 Horses
4 Poultry
5 Grains

Farms by Value of Sales
  Less than $2500 113 93 106 82 68
  $2,500 to $4,999 17 36 36 34 37
  $5,000 to $9,999 23 30 22 31 43
  $10,000 to $24,999 25 34 29 25 22
  $25,000 to $49,999 14 11 15 14 10
  $50,000 to $99,999 4 10 10 6 9
  $100,000 or More 21 21 15 14 13

Farms by Size
  1 to 9 Acres 86 94 79 72 60
  10 to 49 Acres 87 102 113 103 102
  50 to 179 Acres 28 25 25 14 29
  180 to 499 Acres 11 9 13 15 9
  500 to 999 Acres 5 5 3 2 2
  1,000 to 1,999 Acres 0 0 0 0 1
  2,000 Acres or More 0 0 0 0 0

Total Cropland
  Farms 175 203 194 171 167
  Acres 4490 5692 5572 5387 4577
Harvested Cropland
  Farms 141 167 157 131 137
  Acres 2869 4091 3647 3788 3644

Irrigated Land
  Farms 61 64 51 31 36
  Acres 1091 883 775 500 812

Principal Operator by Primary Occupation
  Farming 112 98 111 91 72
  Other 105 137 122 115 131
Average Age of Operator 54.5 56.0 54.3 51.0 53.5
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NJ Farmland Assessment
2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995 1990 1983

Cropland Harvested (acres) 4151 4441 4563 4709 4910 5602 5963 5933
Cropland Pastured (acres) 375 435 422 372 438 501 282 536
Permanent Pasture (acres) 1147 1102 1168 1135 1245 1220 1520 1888
  "Active Agriculture" Subtotal  (acres) 5673 5978 6153 6216 6593 7323 7765 8357
Unattached Woodland (acres) 17863 17371 18420 19367 19963 12053 2192
Attached Woodland (acres) 1942 2927 2512 2712 3153 3477 3853 5154*
Equine Acres 151 174 161 121 65 n/a n/a n/a
Total for Ag Use  (acres) 25629 26450 27246 28416 29774 22853 13809 13440

Total County Land Area (acres) 407217 407217 407217 407217 407217 407217 407217 407217
Percentage Farmland Assessed 6.3% 6.5% 6.7% 7.0% 7.3% 5.6% 3.4% 3.3%

Land with Farmhouse (acres) 399 329 367 332 354 345 322 247
Other Non-Ag Land (acres) 2959 3004 3034 2398 3374 1257 374 114
Total Non-Ag Land (acres) 3358 3333 3401 2730 3718 1601 697 771
Total All Land (acres) 28987 29783 30647 31146 33502 24454 14505 14274

Number of Forms 372 380 372 385 386 372 n/a n/a

Total Field Crops (acres) 2349 2426 2581 2559 2768 3358 3733 4946
Total Cover Crops (acres) 429 408 361 215 375 351 235 n/a
Total Fruit (acres) 46 51 40 49 49 46 79 68
Total Berries (acres) 146 183 230 262 319 299 335 303
Grapes (acres) 3 4 1 1 20 6 8 6
Total Nursery (acres) 423 425 408 461 492 412 478 371
Total Vegetables (acres) 916 965 953 1044 1004 1033 888 769
Total Irrigated Acres 554 669 700 791 701 518 203 886

Top 10 Municipalities  by 2004 "Active Ag" Subtotal
1  Plumstead 3765
2  Jackson 1070
3  Manchester 209
4  Dover 183
5  Lacey 128
  Top 5 Municipalities Subtotal 5355
6  Lakewood 115
7  Barnegat 82
8  Eagleswood 36
9  Little Egg Harbor 23
10 Ocean, Stafford 23
Top 10 Municipalities Total 5634

* Total Woodland / Wetland
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Development Pressure / Trends

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1995 1990 1985 1980

Residential Building Permits (NJ Dept of Labor)
  Single Family Residences (units) 2075 2743 3300 3305 3376 3578 5032 2427 1706 6079 2523
  Multi-Family Residences (units) 38 161 518 704 158 252 601 81 118 675 461
Total Residential Units 2113 2904 3818 4009 3534 3830 5633 2508 1824 6754 2984

Commercial Building Permits  (square feet)

Population  (US Census) 558341 553093 546773 537381 524292 510916 471243 433203 387772 346038

Employment (US Census)

Housing Units (US Census) 268843 265447 261855 258694 255228 248711 219863 173532

Land Use / Land Cover (CRSSA) 1972 1984 1995 2002
  Developed (acres) 78408 101107 106107
  Cultivated / Grassland (acres) 26272 18974 18369
  Upland Forest (acres) 177004 166169 159536
  Bare Land (acres) 8640 9309 12273
  Coastal Wetland (acres) 27909 26671 26672
  Inland Wetland (acres) 83683 80310 79766
  Unconsolidated Shore (acres) 5749 6453 6393
  Water (acres) 77633 76334 76195
  Totals 485328 485328 485328

O:\Plan Endorsement\Ocean\Plumsted\D) Opportunities and Constraints\Ag ONC Report\12_Ocean County Profile 40907.xls



Farmland Preservation Status

Number of Farms Preserved (as of 12/31/06)
  Number of Easements Held by County 34
  Number of Easements Held by SADC 2
Total Number of Farms Permanently Preserved 36

Acres Permanently Preserved (as of 12/31/06)
  Acres Preserved by County 2324
  Acres Preserved by SADC 267
Total Acres Permanently Preserved 2591

Total Cost of Acres Preserved (through 12/31/06)
Per Acre Total Cost 6827
State Cost Share 4439
  Percentage of Total Cost 65%
County Cost Share
  Percentage of Total Cost
Municipal Cost Share
  Percentage of Total Cost
Federal Cost Share
  Percentage of Total Cost
Non Profit Organization Cost Share
  Percentage of Total Cost

Farms Preserved by Program Options
  Fee Simple
     Farms 1
     Acres 125
     Total Cost Share to Date
         SADC 501200
         County
         Municipalities
  SADC Direct Easement
     Farms 2
     Acres 141
     Total Cost Share to Date
         SADC 1718576
         County
         Municipalities
  County Easement Purchase
     Farms 32
     Acres 2315
     Total Cost Share to Date
         SADC 9907855
         County
         Municipalities
  Planning Incentive Grants
     Farms 3
     Acres 57
     Total Cost Share to Date
         SADC 198888
         County
         Municipalities
  Non Profit Grants
     Farms 0
     Acres 0
     Total Cost Share to Date
         SADC
         Non Profit
         Other
Donations
     Farms 0
     Acres 0
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Preserved Farms by Size
  1 to 9 Acres 3
     Total Acres 23
  10 to 49 Acres 15
     Total Acres 347
  50 to 179 Acres 13
     Total Acres 1355
  180 to 499 Acres 3
     Total Acres 766
  500 to 999 Acres 0
     Total Acres 0
  1,000 to 1,999 Acres 0
     Total Acres 0
  2,000 Acres or More 0
     Total Acres 0

Pending Applications  (as of 12/31/06)
  Farms 5
  Acres 123

Pending Applications by Program Option
  Fee Simple
     Farms
     Acres
  SADC Direct Easement
     Farms
     Acres
  County Easement Purchase
     Farms 5
     Acres 123
  Planning Incentive Grants
     Farms
     Acres
  Non Profit Grants
     Farms
     Acres

County Dedicated Tax  ($0.00/$100 Assessed Value)
  Total Funding Generated in 2005
     Total Earmarked for Farmland Preservation

Number of Municipalities Participating in Program 6
  Number with Dedicated Taxes
    Total Funding Generated in 2005
       Total Earmarked for Farmland Preservation 
  Number of Planning Incentive Grant Municipalities 1
     Number of Preliminarily Approved Project Areas 1
          Number of Targeted Farms 7
          Number of Targeted Acres 107
     Number of Municipal Ag Advisory Committees
  Number of Municipalities Pursuing TDR Programs
  Number of Municipalities with RTF Ordinances
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NJLandinFarms
Source:  US Census of Agriculture

NJ State Agriculture Development Committee 4/11/2008

New Jersey Land in Farms  1954 - 2002
Permanently Preserved Farmland as of 12/31/06
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NJ State Agriculture Development Committee 
Planning Incentive Grant Program Update 
May 2007 
 
2000A Round    SADC Preliminary Approval 1/27/00 and 2/24/00 

12 Project Area Applications 
194 Farms 
12,518 Acres 

    
2000B Round SADC Preliminary Approval 8/24/00, 4/27/00, and 2/22/01 
    8 Project Area Applications 
    131 Farms 
    5,296 Acres 
    
   PIG Ranking Policy Adopted 1/25/01 
 
2001A Round SADC Preliminary Approval 1/25/01 and 2/8/01 
    10 Project Area Applications 
    145 Farms 
    7,903 Acres 
 
2001B Round Preliminary Approval 5/8/01 
    6 Project Area Applications 
    156 Farms 
    9,304 Acres 
 
2002A Round Preliminary Approval 5/8/01 
    4 Project Area Applications 
    45 Farms 
    2,816 Acres 
 
2003A Round Preliminary Approval 12/19/02 and 2/27/03 
    15 Project Area Applications 
    235 Farms 
    10,073 Acres 
 
2004A Round Preliminary Approval 6/26/03 and 7/24/03 
    9 Project Area Applications 

390 Farms 
    28,265 Acres 

2005A Round Preliminary Approval 5/27/04 
    15 Project Area Applications 

275 Farms 
    13,975 Acres 

2006A Round Preliminary Approval 4/28/05 
    10 Project Area Applications 

321 Farms 
    19,906 Acres 

2007A Round Preliminary Approval 4/27/06 
    7 Project Area Applications  
    132 Farms 
    7,567 Acres 
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PIG Totals to Date 
10 Funding Rounds (With Project Area Application Amendments) 

   96 Project Areas with Preliminary Approval 

2,117 Farms / 122,382 Acres Targeted 

   142 Farms / 7,566 Acres Preserved 

   Another 79 Farms / 5,345 Acres with Final Approvals  

   Another 125 Farms / 9,937 Acres in Active Applications 

Overview 
Since the passage of enabling legislation in August 1999, New Jersey’s 

counties and municipalities have a powerful new tool to assist in the preservation 
of farmland and the retention of the Garden State’s agricultural industry.  The 
Farmland Preservation Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Program enables the 
State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) to provide grants to eligible 
counties and municipalities to purchase development easements for permanent 
preservation of farmland in designated project areas.  The goal of the PIG 
Program is to preserve a significant area of reasonably contiguous farmland that 
will promote the long-term viability of agriculture as an industry. 
 
Farmland Preservation Planning Incentive Grant Project Areas are now 
active in 63 New Jersey Municipalities in 12 Counties, as listed below: 
   

 Municipality    County   # of PA Aps 
 

Chesterfield Township  Burlington*+        1 
Southampton Township  Burlington*+        2 

 Pemberton Township  Burlington*+        3 
Lumberton Township*+  Burlington*+        1 
MansfieldTownship   Burlington*+        1 
Medford Township   Burlington*+        1 

 Shamong Township   Burlington*+        1 
SpringfieldTownship  Burlington*+        1  
Tabernacle Township  Burlington*+        2 

 Washington Township  Burlington*+        1 
 North Hanover Township*+ Burlington*+        2 
 

Winslow Township   Camden*+        2 
 
Hopewell Township*+  Cumberland+        1 

 
Woolwich Township*+  Gloucester         2 
Franklin Township*+  Gloucester        2 
 
Alexandria Township*+  Hunterdon+        2 

 Raritan Township*+   Hunterdon+        3 
 Readington Township*+  Hunterdon+        3 
 Bethlehem Township*+  Hunterdon+        2 

Lebanon Township*+  Hunterdon+        1 
 East Amwell Township*+  Hunterdon+        1 
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Municipality    County   # of PA Aps 

 
 Delaware Township*+  Hunterdon+        2 
 Holland Township*+   Hunterdon+        1 

Franklin Township*+  Hunterdon+        1 
Tewksbury Township*+  Hunterdon+        4 

 West Amwell Township*+  Hunterdon+        1 
 Kingwood Township*+  Hunterdon+        1 
 

Hopewell Township*+  Mercer          1 
 
Colts Neck Township*+  Monmouth+        1 

 Roosevelt Borough   Monmouth*+        1 
 Millstone Township   Monmouth*+        5 
 Howell Township+   Monmouth*+        3 
 Holmdel Township*+  Monmouth+        1 
 Upper Freehold Township*+ Monmouth+        1 
 Manalapan Township*+  Monmouth+        4 
 Marlboro Township*+  Monmouth+        1  
  

Chester Township   Morris*+        1 
 Washington Township*+  Morris*+        2 
 Rockaway Township  Morris*+        1 

Denville Township   Morris*+        1 
 Boonton Township   Morris*+        1 
 Mendham Township  Morris*+        1 
 Mendham Borough   Morris*+        1 
  
 Plumsted Township*+  Ocean +        1 
 
 Pilesgrove Township*+  Salem         3 
 Pittsgrove Township*+  Salem         1 
  

Bernards Township*+  Somerset+        1 
 Franklin Township*+  Somerset+        2 
 Hillsborough Township*+  Somerset+        3 

Bedminster Township*+  Somerset+        2 
 Peapack & Gladstone Borough*+ Somerset+        1 
 Branchburg Township*+  Somerset+        1 
 Montgomery Township*+  Somerset+        1 
  
 Harmony Township*+  Warren        3 
 White Township*+   Warren        2 
 Greenwich Township*+  Warren        1 

Knowlton Township*+  Warren        2 
Washington Township*+  Warren         2 

 Pohatcong Township*+  Warren         4 
 Franklin Township*+  Warren        1 
 Blairstown Township*+  Warren        3 
 Frelinghuysen Township*+  Warren        3 
 Hope Township*+   Warren        1 
  

* “Lead” Agency Submitting Application 
     + Comprehensive Plan / Master Plan Element Adopted 
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Municipal staff and volunteers are adding a new dimension and 

enthusiasm for farmland preservation.  These new “program partners” along with 
other State agencies and Nonprofit groups are expanding the capacity and 
outreach of the overall Farmland Preservation Program beyond previous efforts 
at the County and State levels of government.  Finally, the PIG Program 
integrates the critical premise that agricultural retention efforts can’t stop with the 
preservation of the land base.   

 
Enhancing the Economic Viability of Agriculture 
 

Municipal Agricultural Advisory Committees, County Agriculture 
Development Boards and other individuals or organizations with an interest in 
Farmland Preservation PIGs should consider close coordination with the NJ 
Agricultural Smart Growth Plan, including the following suggestions of activities 
municipalities and counties can do to enhance the economic viability of 
agriculture as an industry: 
 
1. Survey Farmers and Ag-Related Businesses to obtain a better 

understanding of their economic concerns and requirements.  
 
2. Review Existing Regulations to determine potential agricultural 

constraints and opportunities (e.g., zoning and subdivision regulations, 
fees, permits, etc.) 

 
3. Review Existing and Planned Programs for agricultural impacts, both 

positive and negative (e.g., community and economic development, 
housing, tax assessment, code enforcement, capital improvements, etc.) 

 
4. Consider Direct Marketing, where appropriate, to keep more dollars on 

the farm (e.g., farm markets and stands, pick-your-own operations, farm 
directories, etc.) 

 
5. Promote Agri-Tourism as a way to supplement farm income and 

familiarize visitors and residents with agricultural issues (e.g., farm 
vacations, special events, corn mazes, etc.) 

 
6. Develop an Ag Component in Economic Development Plans to recruit 

businesses that support adjacent farmers (e.g., food processors, 
equipment suppliers and services, ag-oriented industrial parks, etc.) 
 

7. Technical Support for the Right to Farm beyond the passage of an 
ordinance to resolve often difficult issues and provide opportunities for 
mediation  

 
8. Sponsor Educational Forums to discuss agricultural issues and the 

future of the industry (e.g., with municipalities, clubs, interest groups, rural 
residents, students, etc.) 

 
9. Review of Site Plan and Subdivision Applications in Agricultural 

Development Areas and PIG Project Areas to minimize impacts on farms 
and the agricultural industry 

 
10. Coordinate Recreation, Open Space and Historic Preservation Efforts 

to ensure that these initiatives complement agricultural retention efforts. 



RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS AUTHORIZED 2000-2006

OCEAN COUNTY
MUNICIPALITY TYPE 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total

Barnegat Light Boro. Total 17 11 12 29 17 22 5 113
Single 17 11 12 23 17 22 5 107
Multi 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6

Barnegat Twp. Total 185 180 470 662 507 386 300 2,690
Single 185 180 410 613 507 386 300 2,581
Multi 0 0 60 49 0 0 0 109

Bay Head Boro. Total 6 3 6 3 2 5 8 33
Single 6 3 6 3 2 5 8 33
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Beach Haven Boro. Total 26 11 15 22 68 39 33 214
Single 26 11 15 22 68 39 33 214
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Beachwood Boro. Total 25 34 19 18 18 15 23 152
Single 25 34 19 18 18 15 23 152
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Berkeley Twp. Total 633 254 124 188 128 111 102 1,540
Single 557 251 124 188 128 108 99 1,455
Multi 76 3 0 0 0 3 3 85

Brick Twp. Total 320 236 170 140 76 142 111 1,195
Single 320 236 170 140 76 129 111 1,182
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 13

Dover Twp. Total 733 405 262 481 440 252 0 2,573
Single 733 405 262 481 434 252 0 2,567
Multi 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 6



RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS AUTHORIZED 2000-2006

OCEAN COUNTY
MUNICIPALITY TYPE 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total

Eagleswood Twp. Total 10 11 13 7 20 27 18 106
Single 10 11 13 7 20 27 18 106
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Harvey Cedars Boro. Total 12 11 18 18 25 17 11 112
Single 12 11 18 18 25 17 11 112
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Island Heights Boro. Total 10 9 11 10 11 11 10 72
Single 10 9 11 10 11 11 10 72
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Jackson Twp. Total 828 530 640 786 201 209 146 3,340
Single 828 530 640 366 194 209 146 2,913
Multi 0 0 0 420 7 0 0 427

Lacey Twp. Total 157 117 8 11 71 63 35 462
Single 157 117 8 11 71 63 35 462
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lakehurst Boro. Total 1 4 2 2 3 1 16 29
 Single 1 4 2 2 3 1 16 29

Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lakewood Twp. Total 897 613 173 371 957 364 185 3,560
Single 514 376 92 247 507 364 185 2,285
Multi 383 237 81 124 450 0 0 1,275

Lavallette Boro. Total 6 15 31 29 23 20 14 138
Single 6 15 31 29 23 20 14 138
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS AUTHORIZED 2000-2006

OCEAN COUNTY
MUNICIPALITY TYPE 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total

Little Egg Harbor Twp. Total 309 480 451 379 315 259 143 2,336
Single 309 480 451 379 315 259 143 2,336
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Long Beach Twp. Total 62 56 70 104 93 133 112 630
Single 62 54 62 102 79 113 108 580
Multi 0 2 8 2 14 20 4 50

Manchester Twp. Total 823 328 395 109 17 24 1 1,697
Single 681 328 395 109 11 11 1 1,536
Multi 142 0 0 0 6 13 0 161
 

Mantoloking Boro. Total 8 10 3 10 2 4 1 38
Single 8 10 3 10 2 4 1 38
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ocean Gate Boro. Total 0 7 5 7 2 17 3 41
Single 0 7 5 7 2 17 3 41
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ocean Twp. Total 55 52 224 141 178 212 201 1,063
Single 55 52 224 141 178 212 201 1,063
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pine Beach Boro. Total 3 10 4 10 7 7 16 57
Single 3 10 4 10 7 7 16 57
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Plumsted Twp. Total 116 72 31 25 20 38 30 332
Single 116 72 31 25 20 36 30 330
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2



RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS AUTHORIZED 2000-2006

OCEAN COUNTY
MUNICIPALITY TYPE 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total

Point Pleasant Beach Boro. Total 4 27 11 11 14 17 19 103
Single 4 27 11 11 14 17 19 103
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Point Pleasant Boro. Total 42 44 45 39 64 42 54 330
Single 42 34 45 39 64 42 38 304
Multi 0 10 0 0 0 0 16 26

Seaside Heights Boro. Total 0 0 9 13 41 32 79 174
Single 0 0 0 1 8 27 74 110
Multi 0 0 9 12 33 5 5 64

Seaside Park Boro. Total 14 6 7 10 16 14 13 80
Single 14 6 7 4 14 14 13 72
Multi 0 0 0 6 2 0 0 8

Ship Bottom Boro. Total 10 9 11 11 12 24 26 103
Single 10 9 11 11 12 24 24 101
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2

South Toms River Boro. Total 0 5 4 5 6 9 5 34
Single 0 5 4 5 6 9 5 34
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Stafford Twp. Total 293 246 251 315 318 315 115 1,853
Single 293 246 251 230 318 231 115 1,684
Multi 0 0 0 85 0 84 0 169



RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS AUTHORIZED 2000-2006

OCEAN COUNTY
MUNICIPALITY TYPE 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Total

Surf City Boro. Total 25 25 31 34 34 38 19 206
Single 25 25 31 34 34 38 19 206
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Toms River Township Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 244 244
Single 0 0 0 0 0 0 244 244
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Tuckerton Boro. Total 3 9 8 9 112 35 16 192
Single 3 9 8 9 112 14 11 166
Multi 0 0 0 0 0 21 5 26

Ocean County Total 5,633 3,830 3,534 4,009 3,818 2,904 2,114 25,842
Single 5,032 3,578 3,376 3,305 3,300 2,743 2,079 23,413
Multi 601 252 158 704 518 161 35 2,429

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Manufacturing & Construction Divsion
Prepared by:  New Jersey Department of Labor & Workforce Development, 7/07




