RESOLUTION #6

AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT


WHEREAS, aquaculture is considered a component of agriculture in New Jersey and the animals at the center of aquaculture shall be considered agriculture animals; and
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:27 established the Aquaculture Development Act, and indicates the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) “shall be the lead state agency for the development, marketing, promotion, and advocacy of aquaculture in the State”; and
WHEREAS, the Aquaculture Advisory Council is housed in the NJDA’s Division of Agricultural and Natural Resources, a council consisting of 13 voting members and two non-voting members; and
WHEREAS, the Aquaculture Advisory Council is not presently composed of the statutorily mandated number of members; and
WHEREAS, the Aquaculture Advisory Council is statutorily required to review the Aquaculture Development plan on a five-year basis; and 
WHEREAS, aquaculture is one sector that, like the overall agriculture industry has seen accelerated costs for utilities, especially electric, at hatchery and nursery facilities; and
WHEREAS, the integrity of existing privately owned hatcheries should be respected by those involving themselves in the business and policy-framework of aquaculture.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 111th State Agricultural Convention, assembled in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on January 22-23, 2026, supports legislative change to N.J.S.A. 4:27 to update the definition of “Aquaculture” to the following: "Aquaculture" means the propagation, rearing, and subsequent harvesting of aquatic organisms in controlled or selected environments, and the subsequent processing, packaging and marketing, and shall include, but need not be limited to, activities to intervene in the rearing process to increase production such as stocking, feeding, transplanting, and providing for protection from predators, and "Aquaculture" shall include the construction of facilities and appurtenant structures that might otherwise be regulated pursuant to any State or federal law or regulation.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we strongly urge the NJDA to seek additional industry representation, as required by statute, on the Aquaculture Advisory Committee to provide expert industry guidance to the Department and other related state agencies on aquaculture matters.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the delegates direct the NJDA to research options to reduce electric expenses for privately owned hatcheries and nursery facilities in New Jersey, as well as seeking options, including funding options, to promote the integrity of existing privately owned New Jersey hatcheries and nurseries. 
	
