RESOLUTION #9 

COMMODITY COUNCILS


WHEREAS, the priority of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) is to promote, protect, and serve the Garden State’s diverse agriculture industry, thus ensuring safe, affordable, and abundant food for New Jersey residents; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey state statute establishes various agricultural commodity promotion councils, including the authorization of commodity taxes or assessments; and
WHEREAS, the NJDA is responsible for the administrative functions associated with receiving and managing commodity council taxes or assessments; and
WHEREAS, the existing tax or assessment amounts have not been reviewed or adjusted in many years to ensure that the pooled funds remain viable for effective commodity promotion.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 111th State Agricultural Convention, assembled in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on January 22-23, 2026, request the State Board of Agriculture and the NJDA to engage the commodity groups in conducting a review of current promotional tax or assessment programs to determine if farmer support remains for those programs.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge the NJDA to conduct a review of the assessed rates and appropriate utilization of these funds, with particular focus on apples, asparagus, sweet potato, and white potato commodity groups.
