POSITION PAPER #5

FARM AND SLOW-MOVING EQUIPMENT HIGHWAY SAFETY

Position: The safety of farmers operating farm and slow-moving equipment on New Jersey roadways has become increasingly dangerous, necessitating a robust multiplatform educational campaign for the public as well as equipment operators. 
Issue: Close calls, near-misses, and flat-out accidents (some with gruesome consequences) involving motorists not knowing the laws about interacting with farm vehicles have been reported more frequently by farmers over the past several years. Some form of “educational campaign” has been needed to, hopefully, inform the public about the motor-vehicle laws regarding how drivers should be more careful around large, farm-oriented vehicles,
Background: This issue was brought to the forefront about four years ago, and the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture requested a video be produced that could be used in an educational effort to increase highway safety around farm vehicles. In response, New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) staff created a video that underscored, among other highway safety tips, the need for drivers to avoid trying to pass around slow-moving farm vehicles, as it is difficult to see around some of the larger ones and the driver could have a head-on crash with oncoming traffic. That video was posted to the NJDA website and shared, to an enthusiastic reception, at a previous Convention. Recent reports from farmers have shown that the problem persists of other drivers not knowing the laws regarding how they should interact with large farm vehicles on the road. 
Proposed Actions: The delegates repeat their call to have this video shown on a regular basis at Department of Motor Vehicles offices throughout the state, with the inclusion of subtitles as those offices can become noisy and that makes it difficult for clients in the office to hear. Also, we ask that the NJDA approach the New Jersey Department of Education about making a viewing of the video a required part of driver’s-education classes.
  The delegates urge the NJDA to work cooperatively with the New Jersey Farm Bureau on a campaign that brings awareness and education of farm and slow-moving equipment laws to the public and farmers. The delegates also request that the NJDA partner with New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission and the New Jersey Department of Transportation to implement the use of roadway signs during peak harvest season to alert drivers to the possibility of slow-moving equipment.
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