POSITION PAPER #6
FARMER MEMBERS ON SADC AND COUNTY AGRICULTURE
DEVELOPMENT BOARDS

Position: The Delegates support legislation that ensures County Agriculture Development Boards (CADBs) have access to qualified and experienced alternate farmer members locally or from adjacent counties to preserve essential agricultural expertise in Right to Farm and Farmland Preservation deliberations.
Issue: Governmental agencies at both the State and County levels are crucial to the orderly administration of laws regarding the Right to Farm Act and Farmland Preservation Program rules and regulations; and provisions must be made to ensure experienced alternate farmer members are available to fill in when primary farmer members cannot make meetings.
Background: The State Agriculture Development Board by law includes among its members four people “actively engaged in farming” in New Jersey, who provide invaluable knowledge and expertise on farming to the State Agricultural Development Committee’s (SADC) deliberations on various issues. County agriculture development boards, which review many of the same kinds of cases heard by the SADC (and in fact can have their decisions appealed to the SADC), also have farmer members for the same reasons as does the SADC. The importance of the contributions of the SADC’s farmer members to discussions regarding agricultural issues has been recognized previously by legislation that allows “alternate” farmer members to take the place of farmer members who cannot attend a particular meeting, or who have a conflict based on the applicant to the SADC, so that the input of farming expertise to the conversation is not lost. With the exception of a few counties that are “grandfathered in” for alternate farmer members, CADBs have farmer members who can’t participate in discussions due to conflicts of interest and the resulting lack of any farmer voice in those discussions at the CADB level. This leads to a lack of agriculture expertise and could lead to the agricultural industry’s viewpoint on the matter being greatly diluted.
Proposed Actions: The delegates strongly urge the Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, pending legislation that would provide for alternate farmer members on CADBs and that the legislation be amended to provide, if no alternate farmer members can be found in that initial county that are not conflicted from the case, that CADBs be allowed to engage alternate farmer members from an adjacent county and seat them on the CADB where the case is scheduled to be heard, preserving regional-level knowledge. The delegates also urge that pending legislation on alternate farmer members for CADBs be amended to also provide that the jurisdiction for the hearing can be moved from the initial county in which the case was scheduled to be heard to an adjacent county, if alternate farmer members in an adjacent county cannot be seated as alternates in the initial county due to logistical or other reasons.
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