POSITION PAPER #9
HUMANE STANDARDS AND ANIMAL HEALTH

Position: New Jersey must strengthen and uphold the existing “Humane Standards for the Care and Keeping of Domestic Livestock” to ensure livestock producers remain protected from uninformed animal-cruelty allegations while maintaining science-based, humane animal-care practices. Additionally, the requirement for law enforcement to address animal cruelty complaints as set forth in the Humane Standards should be encouraged.
 Issue: New Jersey’s nearly 20-year-old regulation known as the “Humane Standards for the Care and Keeping of Domestic Livestock” is a groundbreaking effort to ensure that farmers raising livestock animals are protected from having animal-cruelty laws enforced against them, PROVIDED they follow the minimum standards set forth in the regulation. The distinction was needed because only about 1 percent of people in New Jersey are involved in agricultural occupations, and most of the rest of the state’s population does not have the industry’s knowledge of animal husbandry that presents situations where the public sees something that is accepted in livestock raising that they may think is cruelty when indeed it isn’t.
Background: The New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) was the first agency in the nation to quantify and list “humane standards” that apply to livestock that might not be permitted under laws and regulations governing animal humane laws for pets. The Division of Animal Health (DAH) undertook the initiative in 2007-08, consulting with universities and livestock veterinarians, and published the “Humane Standards rule” in 2009. It was challenged by a group of animal-rights groups, but was largely upheld by the New Jersey State Supreme Court, which sought minimal changes on a handful of covered topics. Since that time, the Humane Standards have created a “safe harbor” in which livestock producers know they will be protected from well-intentioned but ill-informed cruelty complaints. This also has created a higher level of authority over cruelty complaints involving livestock by the DAH’s “certified livestock inspectors” (CLIs), who must be called in by local policing authorities when the complaint involves farm animals, as the more-detailed knowledge of those inspectors is important for humane officers to have a fuller understanding of the livestock in questions and the humane standards for their care and keeping. Overall, these cases also require a level of bio-security that must be followed by law enforcement to prevent bringing animal diseases onto a farm property or the removal of an animal that is ill, not abused, off the farm property, thus risking further spread of the disease. 
Suggested Actions: The delegates urge the Legislature and the Governor to provide additional and appropriate funding levels to the NJDA to allow the DAH to continue providing expert advice and training to those tasked with humane-law enforcement and livestock owners regarding the Humane Standards in cases where abuse and/or neglect are alleged, and which also require knowledge of animal husbandry, best agricultural management practices, animal diseases, diagnostic testing and the practice of proper biosecurity measures. We also urge the New Jersey State Attorney General to require that all law enforcement personnel authorized to respond to animal cruelty complaints comply with the rules set forth in the Humane Standards upheld by the Supreme Court, including reporting cases involving livestock to the Division of Animal Health and following proper biosecurity measures. We also urge that the Legislature and the Governor defer to the existing NJDA Humane Standards (N.J.A.C. 2:8) when and if any proposed legislation is presented that could be in conflict with said rule.
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