POSITION PAPER #10

HUNGER, NUTRITION, AND GLEANING IN NEW JERSEY

Position: New Jersey has made food security a top priority for those agencies and non-profit organizations whose work involves ensuring that none of the state’s 9 million-plus residents goes hungry. 
Issue: The New Jersey Department of Agriculture has taken a central role in trying to ensure the state’s residents are food secure, and that any inability among residents to afford food is alleviated by significant stores of food products in community food banks, soup kitchens and pantries, school meals (both breakfast and lunch where it can be accomplished), and through gleaning operations that aggregate excess produce from farms and under-utilized seafood species to deliver to community-feeding programs.
Background: The NJDA has made food security among the state’s residents a priority mission over the past decade, and improvements to both school- and community-feeding programs have resulted from this emphasis, which includes having nearly all the federally funded school and community-feeding programs in the Division of Food & Nutrition, as well as having the recently created Office of the Food Security Advocate located as an in-but-not-of agency within NJDA. With significant reductions to federally funded feeding programs in the federal budget, New Jersey will need to, at minimum, maintain its efforts on food security or even increase state-level funding for them. New Jersey also has strived to ensure that its farmers are connected, as much as they want, to be suppliers  
Proposed Actions: (1) The delegates support the efforts of the Department and its partners in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), as well as community feeding organizations, to ensure that healthy food choices and fresh fruits and vegetables are available to all children and adults throughout New Jersey; (2) the delegates vehemently oppose any legislation that would move school and/or community feeding programs currently housed in the NJDA’s Division of Food & Nutrition to any other agency; (3) the Department continue to lead in promoting healthy foods and sound dietary choices to improve the well-being of New Jersey's citizens by promoting programs such as “Jersey Fresh Farm to School,” “Farm to Preschool,” “Farm to Summer,” and school wellness policies; (4) we urge those at all levels responsible for purchasing or otherwise acquiring food for community feeding programs to ensure that those foods are grown, harvested or produced in New Jersey to the greatest extent practicable; (5) we urge the Department of Agriculture to continue seeking consultation with the New Jersey Department of Health and any other state and/or federal agencies to address issues with farmers and market managers accepting WIC or other safety-net payments, so that New Jersey can maximize the WIC and other benefits that can help the state’s residents remain food secure. , and to hold public discussions about those issues with the farmers and market managers who have expressed these concerns; (6) support and encourage the use of grants from all possible sources by New Jersey fishermen to establish and grow the United States Seafood Gleaning Program, and we support the USSGP pilot project in Monmouth and Ocean counties in New Jersey to promote these efforts; and (7) we urge the Department to work with New Jersey fruit and vegetable processing companies and the Rutgers Food Innovation Center to produce pre-packaged, value-added, single-serving New Jersey fruit and vegetable products, and “Made with Jersey Fresh”” products, for use in school food service menus.
