POSITION PAPER #11

INVASIVE PESTS AND THE PHILLIP ALAMPI BENEFICIAL INSECT LABORATORY


Position: New Jersey has become a leader in using biological controls to combat invasive species, both plant and animal species, and to fight these battles without adding to the amount of chemical pesticides and herbicides being used. 
Issue: New Jersey agriculture’s plant and animal resources can be harmed and rendered unmarketable through the introduction of harmful invasive insects and plants that have no natural enemies in New Jersey.
Background: The increasingly globalized nature of worldwide trade means more goods are imported to, and exported from, the United States, and many commodities move into the U.S. via air or cargo-ship transport. As home to several shipping ports (and surrounded by states with many as well. New Jersey must be prepared and equipped to detect, control, and eradicate foreign invasive species that could cause severe damage to agricultural crops, livestock, pets, and wooded areas. Pending legislation requires the NJDA to adopt rules and regulations to create a permitting program for the safe sale, distribution, and propagation of invasive plant species in the State and will include criteria for exempting a cultivar of a restricted plant species that proves to be non-invasive by virtue of sterility factors or other stable genetic traits unique to that cultivar, and that the NJDA, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Protection, and other organizations shall, from time to time, adopt regulations to designate additional plant species as “invasive plant species.” Governments at all levels are aware of the concerns of some members of the public regarding chemical pesticides, and New Jersey in particular is sensitive to the desire of residents to attack pests through biological methods whenever the use of chemicals can be avoid. In order to facilitate biological pest-control methods, New Jersey in 1985 established the Phillip Alampi Beneficial Insect Laboratory (PABIL) within its Division of Plant Industry to breed effective predator insects and other life forms that attack and kill invasive pests. Methods created at PABIL that have been successful in attacking invasive pests include predatory wasps that kill Mexican bean beetle, the Derodontidae beetle that feeds on hemlock woolly adelgid, and fungi released into the environment that kill spongey moth caterpillars by invading their digestive tracts and stopping them from eating.
Proposed Actions: The delegates urge that the creation and regulation of the permitting and exemption process for non-invasive, non-native plants should be the responsibility of the NJDA and must be funded adequately to cover the implementation of that program. We also urge PABIL and the Division of Plant Industry to continue working to develop biological controls of both invasive and native pests that do harm to agricultural crops, wooded lands and ecosystems. Finally, we gratefully acknowledge the funding that has materialized to pay for upgrades and repairs to PABIL and encourage those in charge of the Capital Budget projects to continue support for any additional costs associated with that project.
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