POSITION PAPER #12 

LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY 


Position: The delegates urge the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) to explore all options to promote and expand the state’s diverse livestock industry through enhanced marketing and educational programs, as well as through the continued development of local United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)-inspected slaughtering facilities
Issue: New Jersey’s livestock industry is seeing renewed strength as more local and regionalized livestock-processing plans are brought forward and consumers seek more locally produced livestock products – including meat, hides, eggs, etc. – after the supply chain disruptions from the major Midwest meat-processing plants that occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, New Jersey lacks the infrastructure to provide labor, services, research and development of equipment and products to be marketed.  
Background: This state’s smaller-sized farms often are not large enough for massive livestock herds one might see in the Midwest, West, or South. However, innovative approaches to raising and processing livestock have helped the sector maintain its important role in contributing to the products those farmers produce, as well as creating demand for field crops used for feed and keeping swaths of farmland continuing in operation. The sector is diverse, and not concentrated in any one species, although the most-often found livestock are cattle, sheep, goats, and chickens/other poultry. It does not include the large feed-out lots found elsewhere in the country. This makes extremely large, national-brand meat processors aren’t likely to be their primary customers. Thus, NJDA has concentrated in recent years on attracting businesses interested in establishing smaller, local/regional processing plants to serve the growing number of farms either specializing in livestock or diversifying another farm operation to include livestock. 
Proposed Actions: The delegates urge the NJDA to: (1) Continue supporting value-added projects that can offer New Jersey livestock farmers significant premiums for their products and working to promote the products of those farmers through the Jersey Raised branding program. (2) The NJDA enthusiastically support development of a USDA-inspected and custom-slaughter processing facility; (3) the NJDA, along with Rutgers Cooperative Extension and Rutgers University as the result of the two Special Statewide Livestock Summits, continue working to identify all possible resources and partnerships that could help livestock producers create livestock harvest and USDA-inspected and custom-slaughter processing facilities of source-verified Jersey Raised livestock meat products, either individually or in tandem with other New Jersey livestock producers; (4) the NJDA, Rutgers NJAES, and any other interested agricultural community colleges, technical centers, and career and technical education groups provide on-line access to publications and videos, as well as in-person educational seminars, to 4-H members, FFA students enrolled in career and technical education, new and beginning farmers members and small livestock owners about pertinent information in the areas of nutrition, disease, and parasite prevention, and that these materials and trainings be made available to consumers as well as at feed stores, fairs, and other places that are frequented by those small farmers who raise livestock. (5) create a statewide Innovation Center that will address the needs of production, processing, marketing, and promotion for the Livestock, Poultry and Dairy industries of the state.    
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