RESOLUTION #17

NEW JERSEY ONE HEALTH PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the term “One Health” recognizes the interconnectedness of human health, animal health, and the environment, all of which are critical to the well-being and livelihood of New Jerseyans; and
WHEREAS, many aspects of agriculture transcend barriers between human, animal, and environmental health, including emerging and endemic zoonotic diseases, food security, child and adult nutrition, farmland preservation, agricultural sustainability, carbon sequestration, wildlife management, disaster preparedness, judicious use of antibiotics and pesticides, and health benefits of human relationships with animals and nature; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey has become the first state in the nation, and the first regional jurisdiction in the United States and Canada, to legislate a One Health initiative - the New Jersey One Health Task Force - to improve interagency collaboration, preparedness, detection, and response to instances where health concerns cross disciplines, and to educate relevant stakeholders about the need for a One Health approach in New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, many existing programs within the New Jersey Department of Agriculture touch on facets of One Health.  For example:
i. NJDA is the lead agency in New Jersey Emergency Support Function 11 (NJESF11) within the State’s Emergency Response Plan, with operations including providing co-located animal shelters for humans and their pets, moving at-risk livestock to safe locations, and coordinating movement of necessary foods from USDA warehouses to feed humans.
ii. NJDA’s Division of Animal Health coordinates prevention and response to outbreaks of contagious and possibly zoonotic diseases (those able to transfer from animals to humans or other species) in livestock and detects animal diseases through its Animal Health Diagnostic Laboratory.
iii. NJDA’s Division of Plant Industry monitors plant and pollinator health threats with the potential to impact the state’s food supply and environmental well-being, and the Phillip Alampi Beneficial Insect Laboratory’s advances in biological control reduces the environmental health impact of pesticides.
iv. NJDA’s Division of Food and Nutrition works to ensure all children and adults in the state have access to fresh, nutritious food, a critical component of human health and well-being.
v. NJDA’s Division of Marketing and Development, through its Jersey Fresh program, encourages consumption of locally grown food, benefiting both human nutrition and environmental health via open space preservation and reduced carbon emissions through reduced “food miles.” 
vi. NJDA’s Division of Agricultural and Natural Resources protects the health of New Jersey ecosystems through water and soil conservation and trains future stewards of the environment in its agricultural youth education program.
vii. The NJ Office of the Food Security Advocate outlines a holistic approach to human health, encompassing not only access to food and nutrition but also community empowerment and mental well-being, as well as environmental sustainability in food systems. 
viii. The NJ State Agricultural Development Committee’s Farmland Preservation Program has clear quality-of-life benefits for the human-nature bond, food security, biodiversity conservation, and environmental protection. The newly established Next Generation Farmer program encourages future agricultural stewards of the land and ensures NJ residents will continue to have access to nutritious, locally grown produce for generations to come.  
WHEREAS, in recognition of NJDA’s existing programs and expertise in many areas of One Health, as outlined above, the Legislature and Governor placed the New Jersey One Health Task Force in the NJDA.; and
WHEREAS, leading the coordination of the various agencies and experts involved in the One Health Task Force, its unique status as the first legislated effort of its kind in the nation, and the need to be innovative and groundbreaking in its approaches, are important and time-consuming additional duties for the Division, without funding allocated for this purpose; and
WHEREAS, climate change is deeply intertwined with not only public health, animal health, and environmental health, but also demographic, social, and economic patterns of inequality that reach across all sectors – being a key One Health issue that experts consider the biggest health threat facing humanity worldwide, a transdisciplinary One Health approach is necessary.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 111th State Agricultural Convention, assembled in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on January 23, 2026, do hereby continue to support the Department taking the lead in One Health initiatives in New Jersey through its coordination of the New Jersey One Health Task Force.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we endorse the Department’s exploration of innovative and emerging technologies to address One Health issues in New Jersey, including advanced molecular and image-based detection of agricultural pests and pathogens, decision support systems for disaster response, and tools for cross-discipline data integration.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we strongly urge the Legislature and Governor to consider the additional expense and workload to the Department in taking on this task and the need for sufficient funding to allow NJ’s One Health Program to successfully improve the lives of NJ residents, animals, and ecosystems, and to allocate a minimum of $275,000 in the next budget for One Health staff and activities such as enhanced detection of zoonotic diseases and environmental threats, response planning, and community outreach.
