RESOLUTION #18
NEW JERSEY PRODUCTS AT THE STATE AGRICULTURAL CONVENTION

          WHEREAS, the state’s agricultural industry gathers annually for the State Agricultural Convention, the largest annual gathering for New Jersey’s agricultural industries, involving all sectors of the industry and representation from each of the 20 counties (except for Hudson) that have county agriculture boards; and
          WHEREAS, throughout the Convention, which in recent years has been held jointly with the Vegetable Growers Association of New Jersey’s convention, trade show, and learning sessions, the focus throughout much of the proceedings is on the great agricultural products created by New Jersey’s farmers and aquaculturists, as well as discussion of market opportunities to sell raw ingredients to the food-processing realm, whether for the private market or for institutions like schools; and
           WHEREAS, one area where more could be done to highlight agricultural products created by New Jersey’s ag industry is in the parts of the Convention where food and drink are offered, including the main Delegates Dinner, lunches, and receptions; and
            WHEREAS, inclusion of menu options that get their start on New Jersey farms would be significant in showing the agricultural community’s support for products and ingredients created right on their own farms, to the greatest extent practicable, acknowledging any limitations the host venue’s food-and-beverage facilities could face due to contracts with distributors.
            NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 111th State Agricultural Convention, gathered in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on January 22-23, 2026, do hereby encourage the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture, through its Convention Committee, and the NJDA staffers responsible for putting together the Convention to include to the greatest extent practicable food items and beverages that are made, or start their journey toward being made, on New Jersey farms.
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge those planning and executing the Convention to include among those items, New Jersey wines; beer, spirits and other beverages; meats and fish for the Delegates Dinner; and fruits, vegetables and any other New Jersey-produced agricultural products, as a way of further showing support for the industry.      
