POSITION PAPER #13
PINELANDS

Position: Permanently preserving farmland in the state’s Pinelands region is vitally important to maintaining a balance of environmental protection and economic opportunity in that region.  
Issue: The Pinelands are an ecologically sensitive, federally protected preserve of woodlands that merit efforts to protect the vast natural resources in the area, while also allowing for beneficial uses like agriculture to be contributors to their local economies. 
Background: Since the inception of the Farmland Protection Program in New Jersey, there have been 174 farms covering 19,713 acres permanently preserved in the area, which is consistent with the objectives of the Pinelands Protection Act, the Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan, the Agriculture Retention and Development Act, and the Garden State Preservation Trust Act. the Pinelands Commission established a formal agriculture committee in 2015 comprised entirely of commission members to review and make recommendations to the full Commission about agriculture-related matters, including proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Management Plan, permitting requirements, proposed legislation and rulemaking by other agencies.
Proposed Actions: The delegates urge: (1) the SADC to continue allowing both appraisal valuations and formula valuations for each application submitted in order to make an offer to the landowner based on the highest values; (2) increasing the Pinelands formula base value to reflect inflation, now and every five years hence, as the Pinelands formula has not been amended since its adoption; (3) the Pinelands Commission to explore adding non-voting farmer members to its Agriculture Committee and to seek the active participation of the agricultural community in reactivation of the Pinelands Agriculture Advisory Committee and utilizing it as a resource in deliberations about agriculture-related matters that come before this new Committee.
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