RESOLUTION #
BEEKEEPING INDUSTRY

	WHEREAS, beekeeping is a vital component part of New Jersey agriculture, especially with honeybees’ key role in the pollination of crops; and
	WHEREAS, the average age of all farmers, in particular beekeepers, continues to increase, underscoring a need to educate and train new beekeepers, has become a major concern; and
	WHEREAS, the New Jersey Beekeepers Association has developed a significant number of Beginner Beekeeping short courses; and
	WHEREAS, a need exists for developing intermediate and advanced beekeeping classes including exploration of the various levels of beekeeping laws and regulations and reconciling them into a unified set of guidelines.
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 111th State Agricultural Convention, assembled in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on January 22-23, 2026, do hereby request that the New Jersey Department of Agriculture and State Board of Agriculture support the on-going beekeeping education program being provided by the New Jersey Beekeepers Association that trains and establishes new beekeepers in the state.
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge establishing a partnership with the New Jersey Beekeepers Association and the Department of Agriculture to create and expand intermediate and advanced education programs for beekeepers.
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, for Beginner Beekeeper, twelve hours of classroom instruction and two hours of hands-on field hive-inspection should be the minimum to satisfy the state requirements. Classroom topics must include:  State Regulations; Bee Biology; Equipment; Obtaining your bees; Pests; Diseases; Best location; Nectar and Pollen sources; Colony and Seasonal management; Best Management Practices; Bee nutrition; Harvesting; Products of the hive and Product safety, and other topics may be included to reflect the geographic area where the class is being offered.
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