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     WHEREAS, youth employment provides valuable life experience, fosters responsibility, and strengthens self-esteem by allowing minors to contribute to their communities and gain practical skills; and
     WHEREAS, many minors living in Section 8 housing wish to pursue part-time or seasonal employment opportunities, including on farms and other agricultural businesses, to earn their own income, support future educational goals, or save for transportation needs such as purchasing a car; and
     WHEREAS, under current regulations, any income earned by minors aged 14-17 or enrolled in high school may be counted toward total household income, potentially impacting a family’s eligibility or rental contribution under the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program; and
     WHEREAS, this policy unintentionally discourages young residents from seeking employment or gaining work experience, limiting their personal development and financial independence; and
     WHEREAS, empowering young residents to work and save without penalty promotes self-sufficiency, dignity, and equal opportunity for future success;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 111th State Agricultural Convention, gathered in Atlantic City, N.J., on January 22-23, 2026, do hereby   propose that minors, ages 14–17 or enrolled in high school, residing in Section 8-assisted households not have their income included in the household’s total annual income calculation for the purposes of Section 8 housing.
      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this exemption would support educational and employment opportunities for youth, strengthen families by reducing financial disincentives to work, and foster positive community engagement among young residents.
      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that local, state, and federal housing authorities and policymakers are encouraged to advocate for and implement this adjustment in income calculation to reflect modern realities, promote fairness, and invest in the next generation’s potential.

