RESOLUTION #31

URBAN AGRICULTURE
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WHEREAS, the USDA defines urban agriculture as “the cultivation, processing and distribution of agricultural products in urban and suburban areas,” and includes examples such as community gardens, rooftop farms, hydroponic, aeroponic, and aquaponic facilities, vertical production, and nurseries; and
WHEREAS, urban agriculture provides invaluable benefits to communities, including access to fresh produce, agricultural education, community engagement and empowerment, positive impacts for physical and mental health; and a renewal of an environment that may otherwise be contaminated from historically injurious activity in the past; and
WHEREAS, urban agriculture has become a relatively new area of focus among agriculture officials (at least in the past several centuries after urban exodus brought a majority of farming out to rural areas and sparsely populated suburbs; and 
WHEREAS, environmental benefits of urban agriculture include stormwater management, as urban farms can absorb rainfall that would otherwise overflow through streets and city drainage; the improvement of soil health and biodiversity; and an increase in green spaces, which reduces heat island effect (higher temperatures experienced in urban areas); and
WHEREAS, the 2018 Farm Bill expanded federal support by establishing the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production, Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production Advisory Committee, USDA grants authority to support urban agriculture development and innovative production, and pilot projects for counties with a high concentration of urban or suburban farms; and
WHEREAS, several offices and organizations throughout New Jersey are working to strengthen support for urban farmers, such as the Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Extension Station’s Office of Urban Extension and Engagement; and 
WHEREAS, currently, there is not a statutory or single formal definition of urban agriculture for New Jersey, outside the overall definition from USDA, and this has led to multiple sets of regulations, which sometimes can contradict each other, being cited as appropriate for fostering and regulating urban agriculture, and thus creating confusion in the industry; and
WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture has recognized the growing importance of urban agriculture, especially when it comes to providing fresh farm products in areas where grocery stores may be inadequate or non-existent and thus contributing to food insecurity, and has established an Urban Agriculture Subcommittee; and
WHEREAS, this subcommittee is eager to meet with urban agriculture practitioners to:
1. Map the number of people engaged in urban agriculture, what areas of the state in which they exist, and the full menu of products they are producing; and
2.  Turn the knowledge gained from meeting regularly with urban agriculture practitioners into solid action plans that may either be enacted by the NJDA or may be items the Board pursues through legislative remedies.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 111th  State Agricultural Convention, gathered in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on January 22-23, 2026, do hereby urge the State Board’s Urban Agriculture Subcommittee to begin meeting as soon as possible with representatives from the various groups championing the issue to get a fuller picture of what constitutes urban agriculture in New Jersey; to explore the various steps that could be taken to enhance the state’s urban agriculture landscape, including changing laws and regulations that work to urban agriculture’s disadvantage; and to fight for funding at all levels of government for specific urban-agriculture needs that can help practitioners striving to bring agriculture into their communities.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a representative of the State Board Subcommittee on Urban Agriculture should report to the delegates at the 112th State Agricultural Convention about the progress of the subcommittee toward creating more opportunities for urban farmers.    
