POSITION PAPER #14

SENATE AGRICULTURE, FOOD, AND NUTRITION COMMITTEE


Position: A standing committee dedicated at least mainly to agriculture and the issues involving the industry would help ensure that the Legislature has more consistent and expert attention to the increasingly complex issues shaping the industry and can positively impact both the state’s agricultural producers and residents/consumers.
Issue: Agriculture has long been an industry closely associated with New Jersey’s identity, as evidenced by the official nickname of “The Garden State,” the choosing of the horse as the state animal and the choosing of a primary pollinator, the honeybee, as the state insect. Yet, there is no standing committee in the State Senate devoted to agriculture and related issues.
Background: The business of agriculture has grown increasingly complex in terms of science, technology, environmental interrelationships, economic impacts and sophistication, and social interaction. As a result, legislation and regulation impacting the industry has become increasingly complex as well. Issues that impact agriculture also can have concurrent and equally important impacts to areas of life involving food, natural resources, and the overall well-being of the state’s nine million-plus residents. In any given legislative session, there are hundreds of bills introduced that either have the agricultural industry as their focus or are addressing another issue that the legislators may or may not know has an impact on agriculture as well. However, there has not been a Senate Committee with agriculture as a primary focus since 1980.  
Proposed Actions: The delegates repeat the call for the Senate to have a standing committee that has agriculture and the industry’s benefits and impacts to the state as a main focus.  
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