RESOLUTION #29

STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE


WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture was formed in 1872, less than a decade after the end of the Civil War, with the goal of improving the prospects for farmers and others involved in agriculture in New Jersey, “The Garden State”; and
WHEREAS, the State Board’s initial goals included publishing research on chemical fertilizers, studying the impacts of drought, and understanding and communicating the threats from crop pests and diseases; and
WHEREAS, the Board’s role has expanded in the past 150-plus years, and with the creation of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) in 1916, the Board evolved into its the policy-making body, responsible for the overall direction and focus of the Department’s five in-house divisions; and
WHEREAS, the Board’s composition is determined by the delegates to the annual State Agricultural Convention, with delegates routinely naming two new members to the eight-member State Board, to serve four-year terms following nomination by the Governor and confirmation by the Senate, all of which is discussed before the Convention by two “caucuses,” one from North Jersey and one from South Jersey, with the caveat that in any given year, Board membership MUST include representation of the four largest agricultural sectors in the state, as determined by those sectors’ revenue; and
WHEREAS, State Board members have noted the industry’s generational transition to a younger base, and that not all farmers are familiar with the State Board, its history, and its role in helping shape agricultural policy, both within the NJDA and through the Legislature.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 111th State Agricultural Convention, gathered in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on January 22-23, 2026, do hereby direct the NJDA to work with the State Board to develop a “learning module” for farmers that could familiarize them with the State Board’s work and procedures and its integral role in New Jersey agriculture.    
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