POSITION PAPER #17

WOODLANDS PRESERVATION

Position: The delegates continue to support the inclusion of the State Agricultural Development Committee (SADC) in acquiring development easements for woodlands as an extension of the Farmland Preservation program.
Issue: Preserving wooded areas in New Jersey has been increasingly a focus of those who see that woodlands, including those appurtenant or adjacent to farmland, also need to be permanently preserved from residential, commercial, and industrial development in order to maintain a higher quality of life for the state’s residents.
Background: Multiple bills have been introduced in the Legislature that seek to create permanent preservation of privately owned wooded lands, much like the preservation of farmland, and 40 percent of the state’s land area is made up of woodlands, about half of which are privately owned. The success of the state’s Farmland Preservation Program to permanently preserve more than 250,000 acres on agricultural properties as farms, and a growing trend of non-preserved properties being developed into massive warehouses, has inspired legislators to launch a similar effort for woodlands.
Proposed Actions: The delegates support the establishment of a program that acquires development easements for privately-owned woodlands, provided such preservation through development easements includes a role for the SADC as the primary administrator of the preservation program.
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