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Route 57



Route 57

21-mile long, two-lane, rural principal 
arterial
Average daily traffic = 15,000
Located in mainly rural, northwest, 
Warren County – in the “Highlands” 
area



History

County had requested corridor study
NJDOT looking for opportunities for a new 
approach to rural corridors, advancing State 
Development and Redevelopment Plan
New administration identified “Smart Growth” 
as a major policy initiative
NJDOT determined no need for widening



The corridor paradigm

Rural areas – preserve scenic values and 
open space, deter sprawl, limit traffic signals 
and curb cuts, maintain mobility
Village areas – promote selective 
development, invest in traffic calming and 
pedestrian improvements
Towns – promote redevelopment, invest in 
traffic calming and pedestrian improvements



Rural areas
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Phase I:  $1 million in FY03



Phase I

First purchase – 80 acre site for 
$500,000
About ¼ mile of Route 57 frontage
Contains segment of Morris Canal route
Owned by county, kept in agricultural 
production
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Traffic 
Calming



Washington Borough
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Washington Borough



Integrated Transportation and 
Land Use Plan:  FY04 

Elements include:
Smart Growth

Toolkit for zoning and master plan changes
• Billboards/signs
• Coordinated plans throughout the corridor

Water quality Issues
Educate other municipalities on lessons 
learned here

Scenic Byway Designation



Further Rt. 57 Transportation 
Concept Development Study & 
Warren County Strategic Plan

Avoid costly road widening

Explore ways to integrate land 

use and transportation 

Enhance local goals for 
economic development & 
environmental preservation

Purpose



Corridor Vision

Demonstration Plans

Village/Borough 
Development
Rural Preservation & Design

Implementation Toolkit

Transportation Improvements

Scenic Byway Information

Outcomes



How Will We Live?
Community elements

Where Will We Live? 
Regional scenarios

How Will We Get There?

Implementation



Workshop One: What Would You Change?



Workshop 2:
Imagining Possible Futures



New Highway Commercial & 
Suburban Residential



Old Highway Commercial



Suburban Residential



Small Village
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Key Elements

1- New Village Center

2- Neighborhood Infill

Community 
Character Strategies

3- Greenway/River Walk

4- Parks

5- Main Street Improvements

6- Historic Mill, Museum

7- Agricultural Lands 
Preserved
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Demonstration Plan Farm/Village Preservation
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Key Elements

1- Infill in Existing 
Neighborhood

2- New Neighborhood

3- Recreational Center

Community 
Character Strategies

4- Farm Path

5- Scenic Pull-off/ 
Trailhead/Farm Stand

6- Scenic Intersection 
Preserved

7- Pedestrian Enhancements

8- Agricultural Lands 
Preserved

9- Context-Sensitive Bridge 
Design



Implementation ToolkitImplementation Toolkit
Resources to aid the local planning process

Designed to support implementation of 
Corridor Plan and Demonstration Plan 
concepts

17 brochures with information, suggested 
local applications,  and funding sources 



Design Guidelines for Future DevelopmentDesign Guidelines for Future Development



Development Principles

Rural Development Site Design & Parking

Mixed UseStreet Connectivity

Parks & Open Space



Development Guidelines

Downtown Commercial Center Village Center

Neighborhood Center Rural Neighborhood



Land Acquisition and Scenic EasementsLand Acquisition and Scenic Easements

Resources for Land 
Preservation 

-NJDEP Green 
Acres
-Warren County 
Office of Land 
Preservation
-NJDA Planning 
Incentive Grants
-Land Trusts 



State Scenic Byway DesignationState Scenic Byway Designation

• Concurrent study in 
progress to explore 
designating Rt. 57 as a 
State Scenic Byway
•Would provide 
opportunities for funding, 
tourism promotion and 
scenic preservation



Farm Support ServicesFarm Support Services

• NJDA programs for farmland preservation
• Marketing and planning support



Tourism SupportTourism Support

•Potential to serve 
niche markets

•Heritage & 
Cultural Tourism
• Ecotourism & 
Nature-Based 
Tourism

•Resources include 
Skylands of New 
Jersey



Historic Preservation/RestorationHistoric Preservation/Restoration

• Many sites along the 
corridor are listed on 
the National and State 
Registers of Historic 
Places
• Funds available from 
federal, state, & private 
sources for preservation 
efforts
• Ties in with economic 
development and 
heritage tourism goals



Musconetcong River Management PlanMusconetcong River Management Plan

• Ongoing effort led by 
Musconetcong Watershed 
Assoc.
• Goals closely linked with 
those of Scenic Byway & 
Corridor Study

• December 2005 - Bill passed 
Senate
• Expected to be passed by 
House early 2006



Spot Transportation ImprovementsSpot Transportation Improvements

• NJDOT has a number 
of projects in the 
pipeline.

-Intersection 
improvements
-Traffic Calming 
measures

• Context Sensitive 
Design approach
• Gateway Project 
designed to calm 
traffic & enhance 
village identity























Lessons Learned

Other Corridors in NJ’s 
Rural and 

Environmentally Sensitive 
Planning Areas?
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