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SADC Purchases 137-Acre Farm in Alexandria Twp. for Farmland Preservation
Agriculture Secretary Charles M. Kuperus announced today that the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) has purchased the 137-acre Segreaves Farm in Alexandria Township, Hunterdon County, to ensure its permanent protection under the Farmland Preservation Program.

“Each farm we preserve helps protect the character of a community and strengthen the foundation of our agricultural industry,” said Agriculture Secretary Charles M. Kuperus, who chairs the SADC. “We’re pleased to ensure this farm will contribute to the quality of life in Alexandria Township and provide opportunity for farmers for generations to come.”
Although farmland most commonly is preserved through the sale of development rights, in which landowners retain ownership of their land, some landowners want to sell their farmland outright. The SADC typically makes several such purchases each year. It then resells the farms at public auctions with deed restrictions permanently protecting the land for agricultural uses.
In addition to ensuring permanent protection of the land, this method of preservation also helps make farmland available at more affordable prices. Since re-sale prices reflect only farm value, not development value, farmers often are able to afford to purchase preserved farmland at auction to begin or expand their agricultural operations.
The Segreaves farm on Woolf Road is in an active farmland preservation area in which a dozen other farms are preserved within a 2-mile radius. The SADC purchased it for $2.38 million. It expects to offer the farm for sale at a public auction to be scheduled in the fall. 
On June 22, the SADC plans to hold auctions to sell two other Hunterdon County farms it purchased for preservation – the 93-acre former Riback farm in Lebanon Township and the 128-acre former Romano farm in Clinton Township and Lebanon Borough. More information on these farms and auctions can be found on the SADC’s website at www.state.nj.us/agriculture/sadc/sadc.htm or by calling (800) 474-5314. 

The State Agriculture Development Committee administers the state Farmland Preservation Program. To date, more than 158,000 acres have been permanently preserved statewide, including more than 22,000 acres in Hunterdon County. 
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