Secretary’s Report to the State Board for September 2025 
Jersey Fresh Updates: Director and staff continue to meet with the ad agency each week to discuss campaign and council strategies. Radio, billboard, social media, and airplane banners continue to run. Staff continues to work with OIT and a vendor to tweak the FindJerseyFresh.com website. Technical issues continue to be resolved weekly, but the website is fully functional. Director and staff continue to identify products that could qualify for the value-added “Made With Jersey Fresh” program.

Dairy Issues: Dairy investigators are continuing to monitor reported sales below cost due to stores not adjusting the price movements and posting prices as they are required. Multiple violations are being issued for all, with more severe penalties being issued for repeat offenders. Licensing is being verified and updated due to stores reporting incorrect volumes being sold. Suppliers are also being cross-referenced with the office to make sure all are currently licensed. Overall, the field investigators have increased the number of stores visited during the month thanks to revisions to the way they schedule areas.

Backyard Flock Education: An educational webinar for Backyard Poultry owners was held on September 16. Dr. Smith and Dr. Strilec from Division of Animal Health (DAH) gave presentations about causes of poultry illness and death and how to prevent them and limit disease spread. The webinar recording was shared with registrants and will be posted on the NJDA website. 154 people registered and 78 attended. 

Summer EBT Shifts to In-School Feeding: September marks the beginning of the 2025–2026 school year and the gradual wind-down of Summer EBT 2025 operations, back to program support for participating School Food Authorities, enhancements and planning for Summer EBT 2026 operations, and preparations for Phase 2 of the SET grant. With the increased number of students eligible for no-cost school meals and Summer EBT benefits, it is vital that families complete and submit a School Meals and Summer EBT Application to their school district to determine eligibility for Summer EBT in Summer 2026. This message was communicated to all School Food Authorities (SFAs) participating in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs through several channels, including the School Nutrition Programs’ Unit “Back to School Updates and Reminders” Memo and through NJDA’s School Nutrition Electronic Application and Reimbursement System (SNEARS) Announcements. Additionally, a School Meals and Summer EBT Application Outreach Toolkit, created in partnership between Hunger Free New Jersey and the NJ Office of the Food Security Advocate, was provided to districts as a resource to assist families in gaining access to free school meals, Summer EBT benefits, and other local programs.

Nursery Tests & Traps: Division of Plant Industry program staff continue to service traps for the presence of Boxtree moth (Cydalima perspectalis) at 20 nursery locations throughout the state. This includes changing lures and kill strips and delivering any moths collected to be screened at the Rutgers Diagnostic Laboratory in New Brunswick. So far, Boxtree moth has not detected in any of the 20 traps. Traps will remain up through the end of September.     
       Additionally, a final (negative) determination was made in August, clearing the Phytophthora ramorum quarantine from our nursery location in central New Jersey. Official laboratory results were negative for the presence of this disease and staff are preparing to release the quarantine and relinquish the area back to the business. This is the first time solarization has been utilized to address a P. ramorum detection in New Jersey and the process was considered a success.

Farmland Assessment: Division of Agricultural and Natural Resources staff continue to review and input key data from Farmland Assessment Applications, ensuring accuracy of information into the New Jersey Agriculture Tax Record Database for the tabulation of statistical reporting for USDA-NASS. Staff replied to a farmland assessment inquiry from Big Mistakes art department, seeking information on what happens when a farm is approved for farmland assessment. They were provided with the details of eligibility and told that the municipal tax assessor would be the best person to reach out to learn how a property is notified they have been approved for farmland assessment.
 
Special Occasion Events Legislature Report: Staff presented the annual Special Occasion Events Legislative Report to the committee at its July meeting and supplied copies to the appropriate government offices. A copy of the report will be available on the SADC website.
 
Ag Resource Page: The SADC has added a link to an agricultural resources page on its website. The easy-to-use spreadsheet includes the names and contact information for hundreds of agricultural service businesses used by N.J. farmers. The page is at: https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/sadc/farmlink/resources/agresourcepages.html

Pathology Examinations and Testing: The Pathology Laboratory Section for August 2025 completed a total of 607 tests and/or procedures. Tests and/or procedures involved gross necropsy examination, histopathologic (microscopic), immunohistochemical, and parasitological preparation and evaluation, and these cases generated additional diagnostic tests for other laboratory sections (e.g., bacteriology, virology, and molecular diagnostics).   Results from these case submissions help to support practicing veterinarians (large, mixed, and small animal), private food and companion animal owners, NJ State Agencies, racetracks, wildlife, zoos, and nonprofit animal facilities.
