
















Stacy Peterson, Division of Energy, presented in this matter. 

Agenda Date: 8/14/24 
Agenda Item: IXA 

BACKGROUND: On February 8 Trenton Renewable Power, LLC filed a petition seeking approval 
of a renewable energy power purchase agreement with PSE&G. On February 27 PSE&G filed a 
motion to intervene in the matter. 

At this time, Staff recommends that the Board retain this matter for hearing and designate a 
presiding Commissioner, grant the PSE&G motion to intervene, and set a bar date of May 15 for 
the filing of any additional motions to intervene or participate. 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

C. Docket No. ER23120926 - In the Matter of the Petition of Rockland Electric 
Company for Approval of a Zero Emission Certificate Recovery Charge. 

Stacy Peterson, Division of Energy, presented in this matter. 

BACKGROUND: On December 29 Rockland Electric filed a petition seeking to reconcile the 
excess ZEC collections from Energy Year 2023 and the balance of the reconciliation for Energy 
Year 2022. Rockland subsequently amended the petition seeking to maintain the current level of 
its return of excess collections credit rate. Rate Counsel filed comments to which Rockland 
responded to. 

Staff recommends the Board approve the maintenance of the Rockland's RECCR and direct 
Rockland to file revised tariffs by May 1. Staff notes that several of the electric distribution 
companies have made requests to modify the handling of these annual filings. Accordingly, Staff 
recommends that the Board direct Rockland to work collaboratively with the other EDCs, Staff, 
and Rate Counsel prior to the next filing to attempt to find a resolution. 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

3. CABLE TELEVISIONS 

There were no items in this category. 
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Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 



4. TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

There were no items in this category. 

5. WATER 

There were no items in this category. 

6. RELIABILITY AND SECURITY 

There were no items in this category. 

7. CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE 

There were no items in this category. 

8. CLEAN ENERGY 

Agenda Date: 8/14/24 
Agenda Item: IXA 

A. Docket No. QO24010046 - In the Matter of the Clean Energy Program 
Authorization of Commercial and Industrial Energy Efficiency Incentives 
Exceeding $500,000 - Equinix, Inc. 

Dustin Wang, Division of Clean Energy, presented in this matter. 

BACKGROUND: Equinix, Inc. submitted an application under the Large Energy Users Program 
requesting Board approval of a financial incentive of $627,423.00 for energy efficiency upgrades 
at facilities in Secaucus and North Bergen, New Jersey. This proposed project has a total cost of 
$836,564.00. If approved, this application would cover a waterside economizer integration at the 
Secaucus facility and a chiller variable speed drive retrofit at the North Bergen facility. 

Annually, this project would conserve 2,673,872 kilowatt hours of electricity and reduce peak 
demand by an anticipated 478.5 kilowatts. The project also has an estimated annual energy cost 
savings of $257,735.00. The application and its covered project comply with program rules and 
are consistent with previously awarded applications. 

Therefore, Staff recommends approval of the application for the total estimated incentive amount. 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: 
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President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 



Agenda Date: 8/14/24 
Agenda Item: IXA 

B. Docket No. QO23120873 - In the Matter of the Clean Energy Program 
Authorization of Commercial and Industrial Energy Efficiency Incentives 
Exceeding $500,000 - Bristol-Myers Squibb. 

Dustin Wang, Division of Clean Energy, presented in this matter. 

BACKGROUND: Bristol-Meyers Squibb submitted an application under the Large Energy Users 
Program requesting Board approval of a financial incentive of $2,054,387.05 for energy 
conservation measures at three facilities in New Jersey. This proposed project has an anticipated 
total cost of $4,602,860.00. If approved, this application would cover the steam insulation, the 
installation of a new kitchen hood and LED lighting upgrades at the Summit facility, chiller plant 
optimization at the Princeton facility, and a low load chiller installation at the New Brunswick 
facility. 

Annually, this project will conserve 5,735,476.67 kilowatts of electricity and 64,934.56 therms of 
natural gas. The project also has an estimated annual energy cost savings of $667,553.00 and 
estimated annual operational and maintenance savings of $28,305.00. The application and its 
covered project comply with project program rules and are consistent with previously awarded 
applications. 

Therefore, Staff recommends approval of the application for the total estimated incentive 
amount. 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

Aye 
Aye 
Recused 
Aye 

C. Docket No. QO24030167 - In the Matter of the Town Center Distributed Energy 
Resources Microgrid Incentive Program 2024 Memorandum of Understanding 
to City of Atlantic City; 

Docket No. QO24030168- In the Matter of the Town Center Distributed Energy 
Resources Microgrid Incentive Program 2024 Memorandum of Understanding 
to the Borough of Highland Park; 

Docket No. QO24030169- In the Matter of the Town Center Distributed Energy 
Resources Microgrid Incentive Program 2024 Memorandum of Understanding 
to the City of Hoboken; 
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Agenda Item: IXA 

Docket No. QO24030170 - In the Matter of the Town Center Distributed Energy 
Resources Microgrid Incentive Program 2024 Memorandum of Understanding 
to Hudson County; 

Docket No. QO24030171 - In the Matter of the Town Center Distributed Energy 
Resources Microgrid Incentive Program 2024 Memorandum of Understanding 
to the Township of Montclair; 

Docket No. QO24030172 - In the Matter of the Town Center Distributed Energy 
Resources Microgrid Incentive Program 2024 Memorandum of Understanding 
to Neptune Township; and 

Docket No. QO24030173 - In the Matter of the Town Center Distributed Energy 
Resources Microgrid Incentive Program 2024 Memorandum of Understanding 
to the Township of Woodbridge Middlesex County. 

Michael Hornsby, Division of Clean Energy, presented in this matter. 

BACKGROUND: This matter involves the issuance of a new MOU to replace an expired MOU 
for the Town Center Distributor Energy Resources, or TC DER, Phase II Detailed Design Program. 

The background is on February 19, 2020, the Board authorized the release of the Phase II 
Detailed Design Program application and authorized the allocation of $4 million in budgeted clean 
energy funding for the incentives. On March 3, 2021 the Board awarded incentives to eight 
awardees under the Phase II Town Center Distributed Energy Resources Microgrid Program, the 
Program. The March 3, 2021 order outlined several requirements for awardees, including 
directing each awardee to enter into an MOU, memorandum of understanding, or 2021 MOU, with 
the Board. 

The 2021 MOU provided funding to the awardees to enable them to prepare a microgrid design 
report. The Board enter into MOUs with seven of the eight awardees, one party subsequently 
withdrew from the program prior to receiving award, between May 7 and May 13, 2021. The MOUs 
were for a two-year time period and are now expired. However, additional work remains to be 
done, namely completion of the design reports and acceptance/rejection of said reports by Board 
Staff. No new funds are being provided. 

The 2024 MOU shall remain in effect until one of the following conditions are met: Board Staff 
accepts the final microgrid design report submitted by the awardee and pays the awardee the 25 
percent retainage as described in the 2021 MOU; Board does not accept the final microgrid design 
report submitted by the awardee and determines that the 25 percent retainage should not be 
released to the awardee; or a party which is to withdraw from the 2024 MOU pursuant to the terms 
of section 3L of the 2021 MOU. 

Staff recommends that the Board approve the 2024 MOUs with the seven remaining awardees 
and authorize the President to sign the MOUs and transmit them to the respective parties for 
countersignature and execution. 
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Agenda Item: IXA 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

D. Docket No. QO20110700 - In the Matter of the Contract for a Statewide 
Evaluator of New Jersey's Energy Efficiency and Peak Demand Reduction 
Programs - Executive Session. 

Kevin Monte de Ramos, Division of Clean Energy, presented in this matter. 

BACKGROUND: The matter discussed in executive session pertains to the contract for our 
statewide evaluator, herein referred to as SWE, for New Jersey's Energy Efficiency and Peak 
Demand Response Program. The SWE, which is Skumatz Economic Research and Associates, 
currently oversees all EM&Vefforts, that's evaluation, verification and measurements, associated 
with our first three-year energy efficiency portfolio known as Triennium 1. That includes all EE 
programs offered by investor owned utilities and the clean energy program. 

By order dated March 24, 2021, the Board awarded the contract to SERA, that's the Skumatz 
Economic Research and Associates, and authorized a three-year contract that was set to expire 
July 1, 2024. We do have in that a single extension option for one year by mutual consent by the 
Board and SERA. Board Staff requires additional and timely efforts to address the extension of 
the end of Triennium 1, which is now an 18-month period, June 30 through December 31, and the 
launch of Triennium 2, which will span from January 1, 2025 through June 30, 2027. The additional 
work effort requested builds directly upon the competencies and the scopes of work procured 
from SERA and as discussed in executive session, Staff seeks the approval of the budget 
modification and a single 12-month contract extension. The Board's approval of this contract 
extension and budget modification would allow Staff to extend SERA's contract through June 30, 
2025. 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: 
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President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 



Agenda Date: 8/14/24 
Agenda Item: IXA 

E. Docket No. QO24030166 - In the Matter of a Memorandum of Agreement 
Between the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities and the National Offshore 
Wind Research and Development Consortium (NOWRDC) for an Offshore Wind 
Black-Start Feasibility Framework for System Restoration Planning. 

Bailey Wild, Division of Clean Energy, presented in this matter. 

BACKGROUND: This item pertains to a memorandum of agreement between the Board and the 
National Offshore Wind Research and Development Consortium, or NOWRDC, to fund a project 
entitled Offshore Wind Black-Start Feasibility Framework for System Restoration Planning, or 
project. The project seeks to develop a generalized framework that can be used on a systemwide 
basis in identifying the black-start capabilities of offshore wind under a range of different 
operational and contingency scenarios and develop easy-to-use metrics for system operators to 
use in system restoration with offshore wind resources. 

If this item is approved, it would enable the funding of a total of $265,350.00 to the project, 
covering one-third of its anticipated cost, $230,739.00, and an additional 15 percent, $34,611.00, 
for indirect expenses including NOWRDC project management. 

Staff recommends the Board approve the disbursement of $265,350.00 to be used by NOWRDC 
for the project. 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

F. Docket No. QO24020125 - In the Matter of Mini-Bid Request for Quotation for 
Contractor Support on Federal Clean Energy Grant Applications - Executive 
Session. 

Henry Gajda, Division of Clean Energy, presented in this matter. 

BACKGROUND: Since 2020, hundreds of billions of dollars in federal grant funding have become 
available due to Inflation Reduction Act, the CHIPS and Science Act, and the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. The Inflation Reduction Act alone features $369 billion in energy security and 
climate change programs. It is in the best interest of the residents of the State to secure as much 
federal funding as possible for climate and clean energy initiatives. 

Staff recommends that the Board approve releasing a mini bid RFQ to qualifying entities for the 
purpose of assistance with the preparation of applications for federal clean energy grants. 
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Agenda Date: 8/14/24 
Agenda Item: IXA 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

G. Docket No. QO21101186 - In the Matter of the Competitive Solar Incentive 
("CSI") Program Pursuant to P.L. 2021, c. 169 - 2024 CSI Program Solicitation 
Results. 

Diane Watson, Division of Clean Energy, presented in this matter. 

BACKGROUND: This agenda item addresses the outcome of the second solicitation of the 
Competitive Solar Incentive, or CSI, program. 

Pursuant to the Solar Act of 2021 signed into law by Governor Murphy on July 9, 2021, the Board 
established the CSI program by Board order on December 7, 2022 as a part of the Board's 
Successor Solar Incentive, or SuSI, program. The SuSI program is divided into the 
Administratively Determined Incentive program for net metered residential projects, net metered 
nonresidential projects smaller than 5 megawatts, and community solar projects, and the CSI 
program for qualifying grid supply solar facilities that sell into the wholesale markets and large net 
metered nonresidential projects greater than 5 megawatts. The CSI program has been codified 
in rules which were published in the New Jersey Register on December 18, 2023. 

The Board's solar programs are important contributors to jobs and the affordability of clean energy 
for New Jersey citizens. As of January 31, 2024, New Jersey has over 4,766 megawatts of 
installed solar capacity and more than 807 megawatts under development. The State's solar 
energy policies have resulted in over 184,000 residential solar installations, close to 9,300 
nonresidential net metered installations, almost 200 grid supply solar facilities, and over 100 
community solar projects. Staff's recommendations before you today reinforce Governor Murphy's 
ambitious clean energy goals and further New Jersey's leadership in combatting climate change, 
which represents an imminent threat to the State's economy and the health, safety, and welfare 
of New Jersey's residents. 

The CSI program plays a key role in these New Jersey efforts by creating, by greatly increasing 
the supply of electricity that New Jersey consumers receive from clean solar energy, while 
decreasing the cost of solar generation to ratepayers through mechanisms of market competition. 
Consideration of the environmental impacts of solar development also informed the CSI program 
design, as large-scale grid supply solar development comes at a risk of unintended impacts to 
vulnerable farmland and open space, which is already under pressure from other economic and 
social development trends in the State. CSl-eligible solar generation facilities are, therefore, 
required to meet stringent siting criteria aimed at preserving New Jersey's agricultural lands, 
important soils, and open spaces and to provide native plant habitat for pollinators. 
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Overall, the SuSI program targets 3,750 megawatts of new solar electric generation by 2026. The 
goal of the CSI program is to provide incentives for at least 300 megawatts of solar generation 
annually. The program is open to qualifying grid supply solar installations, grid supply solar 
installations in combination with energy storage, and nonresidential net metered solar installations 
with a capacity of greater than 5 megawatts direct current. 

The CSI program awards SRECs, or its Solar Renewable Energy Certificates, through a 
competitive solicitation with projects competing in the following five separate bracket tranches. 
Tranche one, basic grid supply projects. Tranche two, grid supply projects sited on the built 
environment. Tranche three, grid supply on contaminated sites or landfills. Tranche four, net 
metered nonresidential projects greater than 5 megawatts. Tranche five, pairs storage with grid 
supply projects eligible for tranches one, two, or three. 

Within each tranche, projects are selected based on SREC-11 bid price only. As codified at N.J.A.C. 
14:8-11.10, all bids in tranches one, two, and three, that is all grid supply projects, are ranked 
from lowest to highest bid price and compete against each other initially. Projects eligible for 
tranches two or three that are not initially selected, then compete within their specified tranche. 
Tranche five storage bids are evaluated after projects are selected in tranches one, two, and 
three. 

The Board opened the second solicitation of the CSI program for prequalification on November 
27, 2023 and closed to bids on February 29, 2024. The second CSI program solicitation received 
14 bid submissions totaling 374.34 megawatts of solar generation capacity. Nine bids were 
submitted in tranche one, basic grid supply, and five bids were submitted in tranche three, 
contaminated sites or landfills. One tranche one project and one tranche three project also 
submitted bids for storage paired with solar electric generation in tranche five. No bids were 
submitted in tranche two, grid supply on the built environment, or tranche four, net metered 
projects greater than five megawatts. 

Staff makes the following recommendations regarding the outcome of the second solicitation of 
the CSI program. That the Board reallocate unbid capacity from tranche two 80 megawatts, and 
tranche four, 40 megawatts, to tranche one for a total of 260 megawatts as the competitive bids 
received in tranche one exceeded the target capacity of 140 megawatts for that tranche. That the 
Board reallocate any unawarded capacity from tranche three to tranche one to award additional 
competitively bid capacity. That the Board award a final project that will cause the overall 
procurement target to be exceeded since the exact procurement target will otherwise not be met. 

And that the Board award the following projects. In tranche one, Harmony Plains Solar One, LLC 
in Warren County with 95 megawatts capacity. In tranche one, Buckshutem Solar I, LLC in 
Cumberland County with 72.56 megawatts capacity. In tranche one, Nabb Solar 1, LLC in 
Cumberland County with 63.8 megawatts capacity. In tranche one, Fenwick Creek Solar, LLC in 
Salem County with 50.54 megawatts capacity. In tranche three, NJR Clean Energy Ventures Ill 
Aero Haven Landfill in Burlington County for 2. 772 megawatts capacity. In tranche three, Next 
Grid Manchester Landfill, LLC in Ocean County with 5.2 megawatts capacity. In tranche three, 
Citizens NP Solar, LLC in Gloucester County with 7.416 six megawatts capacity. In tranche one, 
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Quakertown Solar Farm II, LLC in Hunterdon County with 12.93 megawatts capacity. And in 
tranche five, Harmony Plains Solar I, LLC for 80 megawatt hours of storage paired with solar 
generation. 

Staff further recommends that the Board sets the administrative fee for awardees in this 
solicitation to zero dollars and directs awardees to submit an initial registration package within 30 
days of the effective date of the order. Finally, Staff recommends that the Board direct staff to 
evaluate various participation in tranches two and four to make any recommendations of 
restructuring of tranches or capacity allocations before the opening of the next CSI program 
solicitation. 

DECISION: After discussion, the Board adopted the recommendation of Staff as set forth 
above. 

Roll Call Vote: 

9. MISCELLANEOUS 

President Guhl-Sadovy 
Commissioner Christodoulou 
Commissioner Abdou 
Commissioner Bange 

There were no items in this category. 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Date: 8/14/2024 
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DAWNA. GRAY 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 


