STATE OF NEW JERSEY
:  FINAL ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION

i OF THE
In the Matter of Jeremy Cannon, : CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
Fire Captain (PM11358S), Orange :
CSC Docket No. 2015-1056 i Examination Appeal
ISSUED: NOV 2 0 2014 (RE)

Jeremy Cannon appeals the decision of the Division of Selection Services
(DSS) which found that he was not employed in the announced title scope for the
promotional examination for Fire Captain (PM1135S), Orange.

The subject examination had a closing date of September 30, 2014, and an on-
line application deadline date of August 21, 2014. The examination was open to
employees in the competitive division who possessed an aggregate of three years of
continuous permanent service in the title Fire Fighter as of the closing date. The
appellant submitted an application with no experience listed, and he was found to
not be employed in the announced title scope. Nonetheless, 17 candidates have
been admitted to the examination which is scheduled for November 15, 2014.

On appeal, Mr. Cannon states that his employment began in the City of
Orange in 2011 as a full-time Fire Fighter, and he continues to work there. He
states there must have been a paperwork error and he enclosed a copy of his pay
stub for the period ending October 3, 2014. In a supplement to his appeal, the
appellant explains that he was hired off a Rice Bill list on October 31, 2011. Prior
to that, he was a full-time Fire Fighter with Fire District #2, Old Bridge Township,
from March 1, 2002 through December 31, 2010, and had been laid off due to
municipal economic conditions. Thus, he argues that he has an additional 8 years,
10 months of firefighting experience with Old Bridge Township. He also explains
that he has been a part-time Fire Instructor with the Middlesex County Fire
Academy from October 1, 2006 forward. He requests that the Civil Service
Commission recognize his experience as a Fire Instructor and admit him to the
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permanent service in a title to which the examination is open, except as otherwise
provided by law.

CONCLUSION

The appellant was denied admittance to the subject examination since there
was no official record of his employment. On appeal, Mr. Cannon stated that he
began his employment the City of Orange on August 30, 2011, and has prior
firefighting experience, as well ag experience as a Fire Instructor. His record has
since been changed to reflect his hire as a Fire Fighter in Orange on October 31,
2011.

Nevertheless, an applicant for a promotional examination must satisfy all
eligibility requirements, including the criteria of possession of an aggregate of three
years of continuous permanent service immediately preceding the closing date in a
title or titles to which the examination is open. These examinations were not
announced with requirements for education and experience, but were only open to
candidates who possessed three years of continuous permanent service who were

September 30, 2014 closing date. The examination was not open to Fire Instructor,
and any accrued experience in this title cannot be considered to be qualifying. In
addition, experience gained prior to a new hiring, even when individuals are hired
from a Rice Bill list, is not considered simply in order to make a candidate eligible,
See Makowitz v. Civil Service Department, 177 N.J. Super 61 (App. Div. 1980) certif.
den. 87 N.J. 326. In addition, N.JA.C. 4A:4-3.10(e)2 states that, for persons



4A:4-2.6(b). The appellant lacks the required amount of time-in-grade as a Fire
Fighter with Orange and is ineligible for the subject examination.

ORDER

Therefore, it is ordered that this appeal be denied.

This is the final administrative determination in this matter., Any further
review should be pursued in a Jjudicial forum.
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