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LexisNexis® New Jersey Annotated Statutes > Title 52. State Government, Departments and
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§ 52:31B-1. Short title
This act shall be known as, and may be cited as, the “Relocation Assistance Law of 1967.”

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 1, eff. May 31, 1967.
Annotations

CASE NOTES
Civil Procedure: Jurisdiction: Subject Matter Jurisdiction: Supplemental Jurisdiction: Pendent Claims
Governments: Local Governments: Duties & Powers
Public Health & Welfare Law: Housing & Public Buildings: Low Income Housing
Civil Procedure: Jurisdiction: Subject Matter Jurisdiction: Supplemental Jurisdiction: Pendent Claims
Corporation’s claim against the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority seeking damages for allegedly forcing
the corporation into bankruptcy by evicting it without first offering it relocation advice, services, and financial aid
pursuant to the Relocation Assistance Law of 1967, N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:31B-1 et seq., and the Relocation
Assistance Act, N.J. Stat. Ann. § 20:4-1 et seq., was barred by the single controversy doctrine based on the
corporations’ failure to include state law claims in its federal complaint. Blazer Corp. v. New Jersey Sports &
Exposition Authority, 199 N.J. Super. 107, 488 A.2d 1025, 1985 N.J. Super. LEXIS 1196 (App.Div.), certif. denied,
101 N.J. 261, 501 A.2d 930, 1985 N.J. LEXIS 2627 (N.J. 1985).
Governments: Local Governments: Duties & Powers
N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:31B-1 et seq. did not require relocation within the territorial confines of the municipality, nor did
the replacement housing violate plaintiffs’ civil or federal, constitutional rights. Rowe v. Pittsgrove Township, 172
N.J. Super. 209, 411 A.2d 720, 1980 N.J. Super. LEXIS 454 (App.Div. 1980), disapproved, Southern Burlington
County NAACP v. Mt. Laurel, 92 N.J. 158, 456 A.2d 390, 1983 N.J. LEXIS 2344 (N.J. 1983).
Municipality which displaced low-income residents of its community by the affirmative act of building code
enforcement because the residents’ housing was unfit for human habitation, had an affirmative duty to provide its

Page 2 of 17
N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-1
fair share of housing for its citizens under of the New Jersey Relocation Assistance Acts, N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:31B-1
et seq. and N.J. Stat. Ann. § 20:4-1 et seq. Rowe v. Pittsgrove Township, 153 N.J. Super. 274, 379 A.2d 497, 1977
N.J. Super. LEXIS 1112 (Law Div. 1977), rev'd, 172 N.J. Super. 209, 411 A.2d 720, 1980 N.J. Super. LEXIS 454
(App.Div. 1980).
Public Health & Welfare Law: Housing & Public Buildings: Low Income Housing
Municipality which displaced low-income residents of its community by the affirmative act of building code
enforcement because the residents’ housing was unfit for human habitation, had an affirmative duty to provide its
fair share of housing for its citizens under of the New Jersey Relocation Assistance Acts, N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:31B-1
et seq. and N.J. Stat. Ann. § 20:4-1 et seq. Rowe v. Pittsgrove Township, 153 N.J. Super. 274, 379 A.2d 497, 1977
N.J. Super. LEXIS 1112 (Law Div. 1977), rev'd, 172 N.J. Super. 209, 411 A.2d 720, 1980 N.J. Super. LEXIS 454
(App.Div. 1980).

Opinion Notes
OPINIONS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
FORMAL OPINION No. 3 — 1979, 1979 N.J. AG LEXIS 25.

Research References & Practice Aids
Cross References:
Grounds for removal of tenants, see 2A:18-61.1.
Causes for eviction or nonrenewal of lease, see 2A:18-61.3.
Violations, penalties, see 26:2Y-9.
Definitions, see 40:37A-45.
Effectuation of development plan, see 40A:12A-8.
Project report; review, see 52:18A-78.6.
Qualifications for grants, see 52:27D-373.
Powers of authority, see 52:27I-26.
Administrative Code:
N.J.A.C. 5:11-1.1 (2013), CHAPTER RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND EVICTION, Introduction.
N.J.A.C. 5:11-1.2 (2013), CHAPTER RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND EVICTION, Definitions.
N.J.A.C. 5:11-7.1 (2013), CHAPTER RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND EVICTION, General notice.
N.J.A.C. 5:11-7.2 (2013), CHAPTER RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND EVICTION, Additional notice for
proceedings under N.J.S.A. 2A:18-61.1(g).
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N.J.A.C. 5:13-1.6 (2013), CHAPTER LIMITED DIVIDEND AND NONPROFIT HOUSING CORPORATIONS AND
ASSOCIATIONS AND URBAN RENEWAL ENTITIES, Tenant priorities.
N.J.A.C. 5:43-2.4 (2013), CHAPTER NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION BALANCED HOUSING PROGRAM,
Eligibility requirements.
N.J.A.C. 5:97-6.6 (2013), CHAPTER SUBSTANTIVE RULES OF THE NEW JERSEY COUNCIL ON
AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR THE PERIOD BEGINNING JUNE 2, 2008, Redevelopment.
N.J.A.C. 7:36-4.10 (2013), CHAPTER GREEN ACRES PROGRAM, Allowable project costs.
LAW REVIEWS & JOURNALS:
36 Rutgers L. Rec. 300, ARTICLE: Compensation and Relocation Assistance for New Jersey Residents Displaced
by Redevelopment: Reform Recommendations of the State Department of the Public Advocate.
36 Rutgers L. Rec. 300, ARTICLE: Compensation and Relocation Assistance for New Jersey Residents Displaced
by Redevelopment: Reform Recommendations of the State Department of the Public Advocate.
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§ 52:31B-2. Declaration of necessity; liberal construction
This act being deemed and hereby declared necessary for the protection of the health and welfare of the
residents of this State in order to assure the uniform, fair and equitable relocation of persons, businesses
and nonprofit organizations displaced by State and local activities, programs or projects, shall be liberally
construed to effectuate the purposes and intent thereof.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 2, eff. May 31, 1967.
Annotations

Research References & Practice Aids
LAW REVIEWS & JOURNALS:
36 Rutgers L. Rec. 300, ARTICLE: Compensation and Relocation Assistance for New Jersey Residents Displaced
by Redevelopment: Reform Recommendations of the State Department of the Public Advocate.
36 Rutgers L. Rec. 300, ARTICLE: Compensation and Relocation Assistance for New Jersey Residents Displaced
by Redevelopment: Reform Recommendations of the State Department of the Public Advocate.
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§ 52:31B-3. Definitions
The following terms whenever used or referred to in this act shall have the following respective meanings
for the purposes of this act, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:
(a) The term “act” shall mean this act, any amendments or supplements thereto, and any rules and
regulations promulgated thereunder.
(b) The term “business concern” means any person, association, corporation or nonprofit organization
not engaged in the business of acquiring, retaining and selling property for the production of income.
(c) The term “commissioner” shall mean the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs.
(d) The term “department” shall mean the Department of Community Affairs.
(e) The term “displaced” shall mean required to vacate any real property, or any tenancy therein,
pursuant to any lawful order or notice of any State agency or unit of local government on account of the
acquisition of any real property for a public use, or on account of a program of law enforcement, or on
account of a program or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of dwelling units.
(f) The term “farm operation” shall mean any activity conducted, whether in whole or in part, for the
production of one or more agricultural products or commodities for sale or home use, and customarily
producing such products or commodities in sufficient quantity to contribute materially to the support of
the person, association or corporation so conducting such activity.
(g) The term “nonprofit organization” shall mean any association or corporation organized not for profit
pursuant to the provisions of Title 15 of the Revised Statutes, Corporations and Associations Not for
Profit.
(h) The term “person” shall mean any individual or family or owner of a business concern or farm
operation.
(i) The term “real property or any tenancy therein” shall mean any real property, and any building,
structures, or fixtures appurtenant thereto, and any housing, dwelling or working space therein.
(j) The term “State agency” shall mean any department, division, office, agency or bureau of this State,
or any authority of instrumentality created or chartered thereby.
(k) The term “unit of local government” shall mean any political subdivision of this State, or any 2 or
more such political subdivisions acting jointly pursuant to law, and any department, division, office,
agency or bureau thereof or any authority or instrumentality created or chartered thereby.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 3, eff. May 31, 1967.
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Annotations

CASE NOTES
Governments: Local Governments: Property
Governments: Public Improvements: Community Redevelopment
Governments: Local Governments: Property
Renters were not displaced persons as defined in N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:31B-3(e) of the New Jersey Relocation
Assistance Law of 1967 (Law), and were thus not entitled to receive relocation assistance, where the renters
operated a bakery on premises, but later the borough ordered the renters to leave but later withdrew its order of
removal before the renters removed their equipment; the subsequent deterioration of the premises that made it
unsuitable for a bakery was not relevant to the renters’ qualifications for relocation assistance as displaced persons
under § 52:31B-3(e). Marini v. Woodstown, 146 N.J. Super. 235, 369 A.2d 919, 1976 N.J. Super. LEXIS 572
(App.Div. 1976).
Governments: Public Improvements: Community Redevelopment
Renters were not displaced persons as defined in N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:31B-3(e) of the New Jersey Relocation
Assistance Law of 1967 (Law), and were thus not entitled to receive relocation assistance, where the renters
operated a bakery on premises, but later the borough ordered the renters to leave but later withdrew its order of
removal before the renters removed their equipment; the subsequent deterioration of the premises that made it
unsuitable for a bakery was not relevant to the renters’ qualifications for relocation assistance as displaced persons
under § 52:31B-3(e). Marini v. Woodstown, 146 N.J. Super. 235, 369 A.2d 919, 1976 N.J. Super. LEXIS 572
(App.Div. 1976).
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§ 52:31B-4. Relocation assistance payments; limitations
(a) Whenever any State agency or any unit of local government displaces, or causes to be displaced, any
person or business concern from any real property on account of the acquisition of real property for a public
use, or on account of a program of law enforcement, or on account of a program or project for the voluntary
rehabilitation of dwelling units, any such State agency or unit of local government shall make fair and
reasonable relocation assistance payments to any such displaced person or business concern as
hereinafter provided in this section.
(b) Any relocation assistance payment to a displaced person or business concern shall be (1) a payment
for the actual and reasonable expenses of moving said person, his family, business concern, farm
operation, or other personal property; provided, that in the case of a farm operation, such payment may
include the actual and reasonable expenses incurred by said person in searching for a replacement farm;
or (2) a fixed payment in accordance with a schedule of fixed amounts approved by the commissioner.
(c) No relocation assistance payment made pursuant to this section shall exceed $200.00 in the case of
any individual or family, $3,000.00 in the case of a business concern or nonprofit organization, or $4,000.00
in the case of a farm operation.
(d) No relocation assistance payment pursuant to this section, shall be made to any displaced person or
business concern which has received, or is entitled to receive, payment for the actual and reasonable
expenses of moving said person, his family, business concern, farm operation, or other personal property,
pursuant to any other law of this State or of the United States.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 4, eff. May 31, 1967.
Annotations

CASE NOTES
Public Health & Welfare Law: Housing & Public Buildings: General Overview
Claimant received miniscule amount from federal Uniform Relocation Assistance Act and was precluded from
award of state funds under the Relocation Assistance Law of 1967, N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:31B-1 et seq. and the
Relocation Assistance Act of 1971, N.J. Stat. Ann. § 20:4-1 et seq.; claimant was forced to move warehouse
because of unsafe conditions resulting from urban renewal project. In re Berwick Ice, Inc., 231 N.J. Super. 391, 555
A.2d 735, 1989 N.J. Super. LEXIS 105 (App.Div. 1989).
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§ 52:31B-5. Relocation assistance program; determinations; formulation and
execution of program
(a) Whenever any State agency or any unit of local government acquires or seeks to acquire any real
property for public use, or implements or intends to implement a program of law enforcement, or initiates or
intends to initiate a program or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of dwelling units, the chief executive
officer of any such State agency or unit of local government shall certify to the commissioner that a
workable relocation assistance program for displaced persons and business concerns, offering the services
prescribed by subsection (b) of this section, is available to reduce hardship to those affected. If the
commissioner or the chief executive officer of any such State agency or unit of local government shall
determine, in the exercise of their discretion, that the acquisition of real property for a public use or
implementation of a program of law enforcement or the initiation of a program or project for the voluntary
rehabilitation of dwelling units by any such State agency or unit of local government will cause substantial
economic injury to persons and business concerns other than those persons or business concerns actually
displaced, then any such State agency or unit of local government may provide such other persons or
business concerns with relocation services pursuant to a workable relocation assistance program.
(b) Every workable relocation assistance program required by subsection (a) of this section shall include
such measures, facilities, techniques or services as the commissioner may prescribe by rules and
regulations issued and promulgated pursuant to this act, including, but not limited to, such measures,
facilities, techniques or services as may be necessary or appropriate (1) to determine the needs of
displaced persons and business concerns for relocation assistance to supply information concerning
programs offering assistance to displaced persons and business concerns and to assist in minimizing
hardships to displaced persons in adjusting to relocation; (2) to assist each displaced person to secure
decent, safe and sanitary dwelling units at prices or rents within his means and in areas reasonably
accessible to his place of employment and not generally less desirable in regard to public utilities and public
and commercial facilities; (3) to assist owners of displaced business concerns in obtaining and becoming
established in suitable business locations; (4) to provide any displaced person or business concern a
reasonable time from the date of displacement within which to apply for a relocation assistance payment
required by section 4 of this act, and to encourage the prompt transmittal of any such relocation assistance
payment upon proper application therefor; (5) and to provide for fair and reasonable relocation assistance
payments pursuant to section 4 of this act; (6) to secure to the greatest extent practicable, the co-ordination
of relocation activities with other project activities and other planned or proposed governmental actions in
the community or nearby areas which may affect the execution of the workable relocation program.
(c) Within 60 days of the effective date of this act, any State agency or unit of local government which
reasonably contemplates that any person or business concern may be displaced by the acquisition of real
property for public use or the implementation of a program of law enforcement or the initiation of a program
or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of dwelling units, shall designate or appoint an officer or employee
thereof who shall be charged with the formulation and execution of any workable relocation assistance
program required by subsection (a) of this section. Any such State agency or unit of local government,
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acting through the officer or employee so designated or appointed, may utilize the facilities, personnel or
services of any other officer or employee of said State agency or unit of local government, or may enter into
appropriate contracts or agreements with any officer of the United States or any other State agency or unit
of local government, or with any nonprofit organization, for the purpose of implementing any workable
relocation assistance program.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 5, eff. May 31, 1967.
Annotations

CASE NOTES
Public Health & Welfare Law: Housing & Public Buildings: General Overview
Claimant received miniscule amount from federal Uniform Relocation Assistance Act and was precluded from
award of state funds under the Relocation Assistance Law of 1967, N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:31B-1 et seq. and the
Relocation Assistance Act of 1971, N.J. Stat. Ann. § 20:4-1 et seq.; claimant was forced to move warehouse
because of unsafe conditions resulting from urban renewal project. In re Berwick Ice, Inc., 231 N.J. Super. 391, 555
A.2d 735, 1989 N.J. Super. LEXIS 105 (App.Div. 1989).
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§ 52:31B-6. Emergency or imminent hazard to public health, safety and
welfare
(a) No State agency or unit of local government shall, except in the case of an emergency or an imminent
hazard to the health, safety and welfare of the public, displace or remove, or cause to be displaced or
removed, any person or business concern on account of the acquisition of any real property for public use
or on account of a program of law enforcement or on account of a program or project for the voluntary
rehabilitation of dwelling units, unless (1) any workable relocation assistance program required by
subsection (a) of section 5 of this act shall have been submitted to, and approved by, the commissioner; (2)
the chief executive officer of said State agency or unit of local government shall have filed with the
commissioner the certification required by subsection (a) of section 5 of this act; (3) an alternate dwelling
unit as described in section 5(b)(2) of this act is available for each person displaced or removed, or caused
to be displaced or removed; and (4) the commissioner shall have certified to the chief executive officer of
said State agency or unit of local government that the provisions of this act have been complied with.
(b) Any State agency or unit of local government which, in the case of an emergency or an imminent
hazard to the health, safety and welfare of the public, displaces or removes, or causes to be displaced or
removed, any person or business concern on account of the acquisition of any real property for public use
or on account of a program of law enforcement or on account of a program or project for the voluntary
rehabilitation of dwelling units, shall do any and all things necessary and appropriate to provide, that, as
soon after the displacement or removal of any such person or business concern as possible, (1) any
workable relocation assistance program required by subsection (a) of section 5 of this act will be submitted
to the commissioner for his approval; (2) the chief executive officer of said State agency or unit of local
government will file with the commissioner the certification required by subsection (a) of section 5 of this
act; (3) an alternate dwelling unit as described in subsection (b)(2) of section 5 of this act is available for
each person displaced or removed, or caused to be displaced or removed; and (4) the commissioner will
certify to the chief executive officer of said State agency or unit of local government that the provisions of
this act have been complied with.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 6, eff. May 31, 1967.
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§ 52:31B-7. Funds; financial assistance
(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of any law of this State to the contrary, any funds appropriated or
otherwise made available to any State agency or unit of local government for the acquisition of real
property, or any interest therein, for a particular program or project, or for the conduct and administration of
any program of building or housing code enforcement or the voluntary rehabilitation of housing units, shall
be available also for obligation and expenditure to carry out the provisions of this act as applied to that
acquisition, program or project.
(b) If any State financial assistance in any manner whatsoever is available to pay the cost, in whole or part,
to any unit of local government of the acquisition of real property for public use or the implementation of a
program of law enforcement or the initiation of a program or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of
dwelling units, then the cost to any such unit of local government of providing the payments and services
prescribed by this act shall be included as part of the costs of any such acquisition, program or project for
which State financial assistance is available to any such unit of local government, and shall be eligible for
State financial assistance in the same manner and to the same extent as any other cost of any such
acquisition, program or project.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 7, eff. May 31, 1967.
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§ 52:31B-8. Aggrieved persons; hearing
Any person or business concern aggrieved by any final action, ruling, notice or order of any State agency or
unit of local government in the discharge of any duty imposed by this act on any such State agency or unit
of local government, shall be entitled to a hearing before the commissioner. The application for such
hearing must be filed with the commissioner within 15 days of the receipt by the applicant therefor of notice
of the action, ruling, notice or order complained of. No such hearing shall be held except upon 7 days’
written notice to all interested parties, and each such hearing shall be held within 15 days of the receipt of
the application therefor. Within 10 days after the completion of such hearing, the commissioner shall issue
an appropriate order approving, modifying, and approving as so modified, or setting aside in whole or in
part the action, ruling, notice or order complained of, a copy of which order shall be served on all interested
parties. Pending the determination by the commissioner, and upon application therefor, the commissioner
may grant a stay of the action, ruling, notice or order complained of; provided, that no such stay shall be
granted except upon such terms and conditions as will insure compliance with the provisions of this act.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 8, eff. May 31, 1967.
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§ 52:31B-9. Application of act to State department of transportation
The provisions of this act shall not apply to the State Department of Transportation; provided, however, that
the State Department of Transportation shall formulate and implement a relocation assistance program
designed to minimize the hardships of persons and business concerns displaced as a result of the
acquisition by said State Department of Transportation of any real property for a public use. For the
purpose of formulating the relocation assistance program of the State Department of Transportation, the
Commissioner of Transportation shall consult with the commissioner in order that said relocation assistance
program will be in general conformity with any rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner
pursuant to section 5 of this act.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 9, eff. May 31, 1967.
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§ 52:31B-10. Rules and regulations; filing
The commissioner shall issue and promulgate such rules and regulations as are necessary and appropriate
to carry out the provisions of this act, and may revise, repeal or amend said rules and regulations from time
to time as the commissioner may deem necessary. Any rules and regulations issued and promulgated
pursuant to this act shall be filed with the Secretary of State.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 10, eff. May 31, 1967.
Annotations

Research References & Practice Aids
Administrative Code:
N.J.A.C. 5:11 (2013), CHAPTER RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND EVICTION, 5, Chapter 11 — Chapter Notes.
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§ 52:31B-11. Inconsistent acts
All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby superseded.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 11, eff. May 31, 1967.
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§ 52:31B-12. Partial invalidity
If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence or other part of this act is adjudged unconstitutional or
invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of this act, but shall be confined in
the effect to the section, subsection, paragraph, sentence or other part of this act directly involved in the
controversy in which said judgment shall have been rendered.

History
L. 1967, c. 79, 12, eff. May 31, 1967.
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