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Local Government Towing Regulatory Statutes 
 
 
40:48-2.49 Regulation of operators engaged in removal of motor vehicles. 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 1 of P.L.1973, c.137 (C.39:4-56.6) or any other 
law, a municipality may regulate, by ordinance, the removal of motor vehicles from 
private or public property by operators engaged in such practice, including, but not 
limited to, the fees charged for storage following removal in accordance with section 3 of 
P.L.1987, c.127 (C.40:48-2.50), fees charged for such removal, notice requirements 
therefor, and the mercantile licensing of such operators. 
 
The ordinance shall set forth non-discriminatory and non-exclusionary regulations 
governing operators engaged in the business of removing and storing motor vehicles.  
The regulations shall include, but not be limited to: 
 

a. A schedule of fees or other charges which an operator may charge vehicle 
owners for towing services, storage services or both; 

b. Minimum standards of operator performance, including but not limited to 
standards concerning the adequacy of equipment and facilities, availability and 
response time, and the security of vehicles towed or stored; 

c. The designation of a municipal officer or agency to enforce the provisions of 
the ordinance in accordance with due process of law; 

d. The requirement that such regulations and fee schedules of individual towers 
shall be made available to the public during normal business hours of the 
municipality. 

 
L.1979,c.101,s.1; amended 1987, c.127, s.2; 1991, c.142, s.3; 1997, c.387, s.1. 
 
 
40:48-2.50. Fee limits  
 
All fees to be paid to an operator by a municipality for the storage of removed motor 
vehicles shall not exceed the following:  
 

(1) A limit of $3.00 per day for the first 30 days of storage per vehicle; and  

(2) A limit of $2.00 per day for the 31st day of storage and any day thereafter; 
and  

(3) A limit of $400.00 per vehicle stored regardless of the duration of the 
storage, except that a waiver may be granted for good cause upon the request of a 
municipality by the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of 
Community Affairs.  

 
L. 1987, c. 127, s. 3.  
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40:48-2.51. Penalty for violation of fee limits  
 
An operator engaged in the removal of motor vehicles, or any employee, officer or agent 
thereof, who engages in a pattern or practice of knowingly violating the fee limits set in 
section 3 of P.L.1987, c. 127 (C. 40:48-2.50) may be liable to the municipality for a civil 
penalty of not less than $25.00 or more than $50.00 for each motor vehic le stored with 
the operator.  
 
L. 1987, c. 127, s. 4. 
 
40:48-2.54 Model schedule of towing, storage services adopted by municipality, 
county. 
 
a. The governing body of a municipality or county which requires the towing and 
storage of motor vehicles without the consent of the owners of those vehicles shall adopt 
an ordinance or resolution, as appropriate, setting forth a model schedule of towing and 
storage services which they require and the rates therefor, which rates shall be based on 
the usual, customary and reasonable rates of operators towing and storing motor vehicles 
in the municipality or county, as applicable. 
 
b. The governing body of every municipality or county setting forth a schedule of 
services and rates pursuant to subsection a. of this section shall implement a procedure to 
receive complaints and resolve disputes arising from the towing and storage of motor 
vehicles required by that municipality or county without the consent of the owner. 
 
L.1997,c.387,s.3. 
 
 
40:48-2.55 Model schedule of towing, storage services adopted by Division of 
Consumer Affairs. 
 
a. The Division of Consumer Affairs in the Department of Law and Public Safety 
may establish a model schedule of towing and storage services identifying those services 
for which a fee may be charged by the governing body of a municipality or county.  This 
model schedule, if established, shall be provided, upon request, to any municipality or 
county. 
 
b. Each governing body that is required to adopt a resolution or ordinance pursuant to 
section 3 of P.L.1997, c.387 (C.40:48-2.54) shall submit its schedule of services and rates 
for the towing and storage of motor vehicles to the Division of Consumer Affairs for 
review within 90 days of the effective date of this act, or within 90 days of the adoption 
of that ordinance or resolution, whichever is later. 
 
L.1997,c.387,s.4. 
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56:8-2.26 Charging of discriminatory, unusual rates for towing, storage. 
 
It shall be an unlawful practice and a violation of P.L.1960, c.39 (C.56:8-1 et seq.) for 
any person to charge rates which are discriminatory or are not usual, customary and 
reasonable rates for the towing and storage of motor vehicles as provided in section 3 of 
P.L.1997, c.387 (C.40:48-2.54). 
 
L.1997,c.387,s.5. 
 
 
40A:11-5 Exceptions  
 
Any contract the amount of which exceeds the bid threshold, may be negotiated and 
awarded by the governing body without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor 
and shall be awarded by resolution of the governing body if: 
 
(1) The subject matter thereof consists of: 
 

…(u) Contracting unit towing and storage contracts, provided that all such 
contracts shall be pursuant to reasonable non-exclusionary and non-discriminatory 
terms and conditions, which may include the provision of such services on a 
rotating basis, at the rates and charges set by the municipality pursuant to section 
1 of P.L.1979, c.101 (C.40:48-2.49).  All contracting unit towing and storage 
contracts for services to be provided at rates and charges other than those 
established pursuant to the terms of this paragraph shall only be awarded to the 
lowest responsible bidder in accordance with the provisions of the "Local Public 
Contracts Law" and without regard for the value of the contract therefor; 


