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VI. Figures 

 
 

Figure 1. 1988 - 1992 Study Areas 
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Figure 2. 2003 Study Areas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COUNCIL DRAFT 7/24/07 

 44

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 3.  Black Bear Range Expansion in NJ 
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Figure 4.  Current Range Map 2007
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     Figure 5.  Bear Habitat Ranking
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Figure 6.  Bear Complaints (negative human-bear interactions over time).                   
Does not include sightings 
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Figure 7.   Bear Management Zones  
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Figure 8.  Projected Black Bear Population in Research Study Area with no further 
hunting seasons other than the 2003 and 2005 Black Bear Hunting Seasons. 
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Population estimate on December 1 in Research Study Area 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 9.  Projected Black Bear Population in Research Study Area with an annual 
harvest rate of 0.3 females/square mile during Black Bear Hunting Seasons. 
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Figure 10.  Serious Bear Incidents.  Category I Data does not include property 
damage. 
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VII.  TABLES                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of Black Bear Complaints 1999-2006 
Reported to DFW Wildlife Control Unit 

Only calls received by DFW are represented in this table 
 

INCIDENT TYPE 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

NUISANCE 468 483 357 525 357 229 387 271 
GARBAGE 496 290 269 379 503 282 358 288 

BIRDFEEDER 274 202 137 137 89 59 87 71 
PROTECTED HIVE 4 7 0 2 3 5 2 6 

UNPROTECTED HIVE 19 16 13 24 9 5 9 10 
LIVESTOCK KILL 25 22 36 27 17 24 24 13 

RABBIT KILL 28 38 57 34 38 27 15 7 
UNPROVOKED DOG ATTACK 12 17 6 15 11 5 8 2 

PROVOKED DOG ATTACK *** *** *** *** 22 4 4 3 
HOME ENTRY 29 29 29 55 53 24 29 40 
AGGRESSIVE 34 51 37 28 19 7 21 13 

CAMPSITE / PARK 28 22 5 10 1 3 0 2 
URBAN REMOVAL 10 7 12 19 11 12 38 15 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 232 191 123 111 132 44 83 61 
HUMAN ATTACK 0 0 1 1 2 1 1 1 

ATTEMPTED HOME ENTRY * * 5 25 23 10 23 17 
AGRICULTURAL DAMAGE * * 5 9 5 10 8 9 

TENT ENTRY * * 2 5 4 2 3 0 
VEHICLE ENTRY * * 2 6 9 3 4 4 

Total 1,659 1,375 1,096** 1,412** 1,308** 756** 1104** 833** 
 
 
*   Separate Incident Type beginning in 2001     
** Does not include calls handled by police departments. 
*** New Incident Type for 2003 
Police training in increased involvement began in 2001. These years are signified in red. 
 
 
 
 

TABLE 1.  Number of Black Bear Complaints 1999-2006 
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VIII.  APPENDICES                
 

Appendix A.     Results of NJ’s Black Bear Hunting Seasons   
 

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Bear Hunting Season results 

 

 

 
2003 SEX AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF HARVEST 

 
Age Male Female Total   (%) 

Young of year 47 38 85  (26%) 
Yearling 36 43 79  (24%) 
Adult 36 128 164  (50%) 
Total   (%) 119  (36%) 209   (64%) 328 

Age Verified by Tooth  
 

2005 SEX AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF HARVEST 
 

Age Male Female Total  (%)    
Young of year 23 23 46  (15%) 
Yearling 42 66 108  (36%) 
Adult 59 85 144 (48%) 
Total  (%) 124  (42%) 174  (58%) 298 

Age Verified by Tooth  

 2003 2005 
Hunter Success Rate 6.0% 6.5% 

Harvest 328 298 
Harvest Rate 22.2% 19.8% 
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Appendix A.     Results of NJ’s Black Bear Hunting Seasons  
(continued) 

 
2003 BY COUNTY 

 
County  Total Harvest Percentage 

of Harvest 
Area 
mi2 

Percentage 
of Hunt Area 

Harvest/mi2 

Sussex 233      71 %   537 34 % 0.43 / mi2 
Warren 48      15 %   363 23 % 0.13 / mi2 
Passaic 26        8 %   126  8 % 0.21 / mi2 
Morris 20        6 %   429 28 % 0.05 / mi2 
Bergen 1        0.3 %     35  2 % 0.03 / mi2 
Hunterdon 0        0   219 13 % 0   / mi2 
Somerset 0        0     74  4 % 0   / mi2 
Total 328  1558  0.21 / mi2 

  
2005 BY COUNTY 

 
Note:  Area of individual counties does not add up to Total area due to rounding of municipality data 
 
 

2005 BY ZONE 
 

Zone Total Harvest Permits Issued Hunter Success 
Rate (%) 

1 129 1574 8.2% 

2 58 1246 4.7% 

3 103 1166 8.8% 

4 8 607 1.3% 

Total 298 4593 6.5% 
 

NOTE:  Permits were not issued by zone in 2003, so hunter success 
by zone is undetermined. 

County  Total 
Harvest 

Percentage 
of Harvest 

Area 
mi2 

Percentage 
of Hunt Area 

 
Harvest/mi2 

Sussex 196 66 %   537 34 % 0.36 / mi2 
Warren 43 14 %   363 23 % 0.12 / mi2 
Passaic 32 11 %   126  8 % 0.25 / mi2 
Morris 26 9 %   429 28 % 0.06 / mi2 
Bergen 1 0.3 %     35  2 % 0.03 / mi2 
Hunterdon 0 0   219 13 % 0   / mi2 
Somerset 0 0     74  4 % 0   / mi2 
Total 298  1558  0.19 / mi2 
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Appendix A.     Results of NJ’s Black Bear Hunting Seasons  
(continued) 

 
 

  2003  2005 
 

Harvest Total 
 

 
328  298 

Hunter 
Success 

Rate  
(based on  
permits) 

  
6.0% 

 
5450 permits 
(no youths) 

 
6.5% 

 
4593 permits 

Current year 
tagged bears 

recovered 

 
53  49 

Current year 
tagged 

harvested 
(%age based 
on available) 

 
22.2% 

 
(239 available) 

 
19.8% 

 
(247 available) 

 
 

Total tagged 
from all years 

 100 of 328 harvested 
 

7 of 10 bears in 
harvest are untagged 

 

 

93 of 298 harvested 
 

7 of 10 bears in 
harvest are untagged 

 
Bears tagged 
at nuisance 

sites 

 
17  18 

 
Urban bears 

 

 
3  1 

Research 
bears 

 
74  74 

 
Unknown 
(previously 
handled but 

tags ripped out) 

 

6   
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Appendix B.             Recommended Bear Management Budget 
 
 
 
Bear Education                                                       $ 250,000 
 
 
 
Bear Research, Response & Control                         750,000 
 
 
 
Community Grants                                                    250,000 
 
  
 
Total                                                       $ 1,250,000 
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Appendix C.  Letters in Support of a Bear Hunting Season 
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