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Enter our 
87th Annual 

Fishing Contest

LIVE BAIT
Shiners

Plus Frozen Bait

FULL SERVICE FLY SHOP
One of the Largest Fly Tying 

Selections in the State

NJ & PA
Hunting and Fishing Licenses

STATE AND FEDERAL DUCK STAMPS

Expert Reel Repair
Special Orders

Maryland Style Crab Traps

YOUR FISHING TACKLE DESTINATION
Fresh & Saltwater Tackle – Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff!

Serving New Jersey for over 100 Years!

NJ’s LARGEST Sporting Goods Store

Ph: 732-356-0604

AMEX VISA M/C DEBIT

Visit us at 

Visit our Shark Tank!
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This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All persons are reminded that the statutes, code and regulations are the legal authorities.

Trout Stocking  
Spring / Fall / Winter  
(609) 633-6765

The computerized message is available  
24 hours per day, seven days a week  
seasonally, or visit our Web site:  
NJFishandWildlife.com.

Shad Run 
(610) 954-0577 or (610) 954-0578

In April, the Delaware River Shad Fisher-
men’s Association provides a message on 
the shad run in the Delaware 24 hours per 
day, seven days a week. Information on 
river conditions and the status of the shad 
run is offered. Call in late evening or early 
morning to avoid a busy signal.

Environmental Alert 
(877) WARNDEP

Contact this 24-hour hotline to report a fish 
kill, illegal waterbody drawdown, pollution 
or other environmental offense. 

Operation Game Thief  
(800) 222-0456

Call this number to anonymously report  
a fish or wildlife violation.

hotlines

This DIGEST is available in 

enlarged format 
for the visually impaired.

Write to:
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife  
Large Format Freshwater   Fishing Digest
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“If people concentrated on the really important 

things in life, there’d be a shortage of fishing poles.”

—Doug Larson,  

Green Bay Press-Gazette columnist

At first glance, Doug Larson’s quote is amusing; 

yet the reasons people say they fish and an 

increase in fishing license sales this year make 

it profound.

Information from surveys of anglers in New Jersey and across the 

country gives the quote a deeper meaning. When asked why they fish, the 

overwhelming majority in all surveys respond that they fish to relax, spend 

time with family and friends and reconnect with the natural world. Surely, 

the leading reasons anglers fish are some of the really important things in life. 

Increases in fishing license sales this year may also support the profundity 

of Larson’s quote. A national fishing license sales index, published by 

the Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation and the American 

Sportfishing Association, shows a more than 7 percent increase in the 

number of fishing licenses sold this year compared to 2008. In New Jersey, 

nonresident license sales were up nearly 13 percent and resident license 

sales increased more than 5 percent. 

The recession might be one of the main factors contributing to the national 

increase in fishing observed this year. Similar increases in fishing license 

sales have been seen during past recessions and economic slowdowns. 

When the economy is slow, people work less and have more time for 

the important things in life —such as fishing. They also seek lower-cost 

alternatives for recreational activities. And since stress often accompanies 

recession, fishing is sought as an antidote rooted in some of the really 

important things in life: relaxation and the comfort of spending time 

outdoors with family and friends.

Granted, some of the really important things in life to hardcore anglers 

include quality fishing experiences and catching some really nice fish. We’d 

like to think the enormous opportunities for both fishing and catching fish 

in New Jersey are part of the reason more anglers are choosing to enjoy the 

sport here. The fact is, we’ve seen an increase in fishing license sales for the 

past four years, and we think that certainly says something about anglers’ 

satisfaction with freshwater fishing in the Garden State.

Indeed, freshwater fishing has never been better in New Jersey, and the 

word appears to be spreading. At no time in our state’s history has there 

been a greater diversity and quality of thriving game fish populations for 

anglers to pursue. The dramatic improvement in New Jersey’s fisheries 

has taken place during the past 15 years through progressive fisheries 

management and state-of-the-art fish rearing and stocking programs at 

our Pequest Trout Hatchery and the Hackettstown Hatchery. Crowning 

achievements include the development of a year-round trout fishery and 

emerging world-class warmwater fisheries for game fish like muskellunge, 

walleye, northern pike and hybrid striped bass. Information and promotion 

campaigns initiated in 2005 also have helped build awareness about the 

fabulous fishing in New Jersey and the value of enjoying the outdoors. 

Regardless of the motivations for fishing, the important fact is that more 

people are getting outdoors and experiencing the natural wonders that 

become more precious as our lives become more hectic. And hectic 

lives appear to be the main impediment to ongoing efforts to boost 

participation in fishing even higher. Approximately 33 percent of New 

Jersey anglers who buy a license one year don’t buy a license the following 

year. The reason: not enough time. 

Time is certainly one of the most priceless commodities in our modern 

world, especially leisure time. Those of us who experience the joys of 

fishing know that we are spending leisure time wisely. 

In the coming year, help some people in your life appreciate the value of 

taking time to unplug and reconnect with the outdoors through fishing in 

New Jersey. Invite a friend or acquaintance fishing or plan a value-packed 

family fishing ‘staycation.’ If you do, there will be no doubt about Doug 

Larson’s meaning of the phrase: the really important things in life.

 

Dave Chanda is the Director   of the Division of Fish and Wildlife.

The federal government’s National Saltwater 
Angler Registry Program requires most New 
Jersey saltwater anglers to register prior to 
fishing in 2010.

You must register if you…

Fish for or catch anadromous species 
(striped bass, shad, river herring) in  
state tidal waters

Fish in Federal waters (more than  
3 miles from shore) 

You do not have to register if you…

Are under 16 years of age

Only fish on federally licensed party  
or charter boats

Hold a Highly Migratory Species  
Angling Permit

Are already registered through  
an exempted state

Register online at www.countmyfish.noaa.gov 
or call toll free 888-674-7411. 

Registration is free in 2010.

���ATTENTION NEW JERSEY 
SALTWATER ANGLERS
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GEAR UP 
WITH THE 
BEST 

THESE GREAT BRANDS AVAILABLE AT SPORTS AUTHORITY 

$10
OFF

$10
OFF

$10
OFF

$10
OFF

$10 OFF YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE**
SCORE TEN BUCKS!

1115 9253 1205 0912 0410 7

TO FIND THE STORE NEAREST YOU DIAL 

1-888-LOOK-4TSA

COUPON VALID DECEMBER 5, 2009 – DECEMBER 4, 2010. Some exclusions may apply. See store for details. **No cash value. No cash back. No rain checks. Coupon not valid on prior purchases, online purchases, gift cards, licenses or event 
tickets. Offer good on in-stock merchandise only. Must present coupon at time of purchase to redeem. Cannot be combined with any other offer, coupon or Employee or Friends & Family discount. Coupon may not be reproduced. One 
coupon per customer, per purchase. Excludes clearance items marked with 7¢ price endings, all Nintendo’s Wii and Wii Fit hardware systems and software/game products, fi rearms and ammunition.
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State of New Jersey
Jon S. Corzine, Governor

Department of Environmental Protection
Mark N. Mauriello, Acting Commissioner
John S. Watson, Jr., Deputy Commissioner

Office of Natural and Historic Resources 
Amy Cradic, Assistant Commissioner

Division of Fish and Wildlife
David Chanda, Director 
Larry Herrighty, Assistant Director
Lisa Barno, Chief, Freshwater Fisheries 
Tony Petrongolo, Chief, Land Management
Timothy Cussen, Chief, Law Enforcement 
David Jenkins, Chief, Endangered and Nongame Species  
Tom McCloy, Marine Fisheries Administrator
Brandon Muffley, Chief, Marine Fisheries
Jim Sciascia, Chief, Information and Education
Doug Roscoe, Fish and Wildlife Health and Forensics
Cindy Kuenstner, Editor 
The Division of Fish and Wildlife is a professional, environmental organization dedicated to 

the protection, management and wise use of the state’s fish and wildlife resources.

This Digest is available at license agents and Fish and Wildlife offices. Articles and 
information may be reprinted with permission. Subscriptions are not available.
This Digest is designed and produced by J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC; www.jfgriffin.com. 
Senior Designer: Erin Murphy; Assistant Designer: Evelyn Haddad.
Partial funding for the Digest is provided by Federal Aid through the Sport Fish 
Restoration Program.
Cover Photo: Smallmouth bass from Lake Audrey. (Sean Cochran)

Where to Write Us
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife 

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
Our Mission

 biological, recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.
Our Goals

levels and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.

for both present and future generations.

Fish and Game Council

Jeannette Vreeland    , Acting Chair
Dr. Barbara Brummer
David Burke
Fred Hough
Ed Kertz
John Messeroll
Robert Puskas
Dan Van Mater
Dr. Leonard Wolgast

Endangered and Nongame  

Species Advisory Committee

Dr. Barbara Brummer, Chair 
Dr. James Applegate
Dr. Joanna Burger
Dr. Emile DeVito
Howard Geduldig
Dr. Rick Lathrop
Dr. Erica Miller
Dr. David Mizrahi
Jane Morton Galetto
Dr. Dale Schweitzer
James Shissias

Atlantic Coast Shellfish Council

John J. Maxwell, Chair 
Walter Hughes
Walter Johnson

Marine Fisheries Council

Gilbert Ewing, Jr., Chair
Erling Berg
Dr. Eleanor Ann Bochenek
Dr. Patrick Donnelly
Edward Goldman
Dick Herb
Warren Hollinger
John J. Maxwell
Frances Puskas
Joe Rizzo

Delaware Bay Shellfish Council

Warren Hollinger, Chair
Scott Bailey
Stephen Fleetwood

Waterfowl Stamp Advisory Committee

Robert VonSuskil, Chairman
Carl W. Blank
George Howard
Dave Burke
Jay Laubengeyer
Stan Nadler
Cindy O’Connor 
Jim A. Shissias
Jack Stewart

New Jersey Fish and Wildlife Councils

56301 Pro-Clear
Wading 
Shoe

42002
Summit
Breathable 
Waders
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New Jersey’s Fishing Headquarters

www.ramseyoutdoor.com

835 Rt. 17 S., 
Ramsey

201-327-8141

240 Rt. 17 N., 
Paramus

201-261-5000

275 Rt. 10 E., 
Succasunna

973-584-7798

New Exceler®

New  Team Daiwa®Advantage™ 

40 Rt 17 N244404 RtRt N17 N
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