
Regulations in red are new this year.

Black Bear  
Management Zones
Map for general reference only. 

For a complete description of the Black Bear 
Management Zones, scan this QR code or see Fish 
and Wildlife’s bear management zone webpage at 
NJFishandWildlife.com/hunt.

All state lands, including all state forests, 
parks, recreation areas, historic sites, natu-
ral areas and wildlife management areas, 
were closed to hunting of black bears as of 
August 30, 2018 and will remain closed for 
the 2021 season.

State Lands

Black Bear Seasons 2021–22
Both a valid Firearm, Bow & Arrow hunting license and  bear hunting permit are required to hunt black bears. Bear permits are specific to a bear management zone. See page X for more 
information. State lands remain closed to bear hunting.
Season Segment Season Dates Hunting Hours Bag Limit/Harvest Reporting

Segment A

Archery
Mon., Oct 11–Sat., Oct. 16, 2021

½ hour before sunrise to 
½ hour after sunset

Only one bear per segment regardless of the number of permits held. 
PHYSICAL Check-in Requirement by 8 p.m. on the day of harvest.
See black bear regulations on page X.

Archery or Muzzleloader
Thurs., Oct 14–Sat., Oct 16, 2021. 
(Muzzleloader rifle legal during the last 3 
days of Seg A plus all of Seg B).

Segment B Shotgun/Muzzleloader
Mon., Dec 6–Sat., Dec. 11, 2021

½ hour before sunrise to 
½ hour after sunset

Only one bear per segment regardless of the number of permits held 
PHYSICAL Check-in Requirement by 6 p.m. on the day of harvest.
See black bear regulations on page X.

Segment B Extension
(If authorized, notification will be 
made on Monday, Dec. 13)

Shotgun/Muzzleloader
Wed., Dec 15–Sat., Dec. 18, 2021

Black Bear Hunting 
Regulations 
See General Hunting Regulations, page 22.

All state lands — including state forests, parks, 
recreation areas, historic sites, natural areas and 
wildlife management areas — remain CLOSED 
to bear hunting. 

Baiting
While bear hunting from an elevated position or 
in a man-made structure, a weapon may not be in 
possession within 300 feet of a baited area.

Bag Limits
One bear of either sex and any age may be taken 
per permit; only one bear may be taken per segment 
regardless of the number of permits the hunter 
holds. If no bear is taken during Segment A, the 
permit(s) is still valid for hunting in Segment B. If 
a hunter harvests a bear during Segment A, that 
permit is no longer valid, though the hunter may 
purchase a replacement permit for that zone to use 
during Segment B, if available when permit sales 
re-open on November 1. 
• A hunter may not possess more than two unfilled 

permits at any time during the entire season; these 
permits must be for different zones.

• The use of dogs for hunting black bears is 
prohibited. 

• Youth hunters aged 10 -13 must be under the 
direct supervision of a properly-licensed adult 
(21 or older). The adult must also possess a bear 
hunting permit. 

• Apprentice License holders are not eligible to 
hunt black bears.

Hunter Orange
• Firearm bear hunters are required to wear 200 

square inches of fluorescent hunter orange while 
bear hunting. Bowhunters in tree stands should 
consider wearing hunter orange during the last 
three days of Segment A.

Weapons and Ammo
FIREARMS
• Hunters may not use shotguns larger than 10-gauge 

or smaller than 20-gauge for bear hunting.
• Shotguns must be plugged to be capable of hold-

ing no more than three shells.
• Only lead, lead alloy, or copper rifled or sabot 

slugs may be used. Pumpkin balls and buckshot 
are prohibited. 

• Muzzleloader rifles must be single-barrel, single 
shot not less than .44 caliber. Flintlock, percus-
sion and in-line ignitions are allowed. A current 
and valid rifle permit is also required to hunt with 
a muzzleloader rifle. Double-barrel muzzleloaders 
are prohibited. Only one muzzleloader may be in 
possession while bear hunting.

• Telescopic sights of any magnification (scope 
power) are permitted on all firearms, shotguns, 
muzzleloaders and crossbows.

BOWS
• Bows used for bear hunting (long, recurve, com-

pound or crossbow) must have a minimum draw 
weight of 35 pounds at the archer's draw length 
(long and recurve), or peak weight (compound) 
or 75 pounds minimum draw weight (crossbow).

• Arrows must be fitted with a well-sharpened metal 
broadhead with a minimum width of 3/4 inch.

• Only bows capable of firing a single projectile 
may be used.

Bear
REGUL ATIONS

2021 BEAR HUNT UPDATE

The black bear season 
is closed.

On June 21, 2021, New Jersey's Comprehensive Black 
Bear Management Policy (CBBMP) expired, and as such, 
there is no black bear hunt in 2021. In accordance with 
the N.J. Supreme Court ruling on September 27, 2007, 
no black bear hunt may occur without a properly-pro-
mulgated CBBMP proposed by the New Jersey Fish and 
Game Council and approved by the Commissioner of 
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.
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