Good morning --

Today, NOAA Fisheries released an updated report that provides an economic assessment of COVID-19 effects on the U.S. fishing and seafood industry—including wild harvest, aquaculture, and the recreational charter/for-hire sector. Overall, our analysis of industry impacts indicates that the scale and scope of the effects of COVID-19 on the entire sector are broad. For example, the revenue from commercial fish landings declined each month from March to July 2020. The decrease in revenue ranged from 19 percent in March to 45 percent in July. That translated into a 29 percent decrease overall in the revenue from commercial fish landings January through July 2020.

Under typical circumstances, U.S. commercial and recreational fisheries and the broader U.S. seafood industry have a broad, positive economic impact on the U.S. economy, generating more than $200 billion in annual sales and supporting 1.7 million jobs. However, the agency’s analysis shows that the 2020 COVID public health crisis created a turning point for the U.S. and the global seafood industry and created new long-term challenges to expanding our sustainable domestic seafood sector. The pandemic also created significant challenges for the U.S. recreational for-hire industry.

The report, NOAA Fisheries Updated Impacts Assessment of the COVID-19 Crisis on the U.S. Commercial Seafood and Recreational For-Hire/Charter Industries, includes a national overview and regional ‘snapshots’ of the market effects on the seafood and fishing industries January through July 2020. The snapshots include details of market effects on the seafood- and fishing-related industries in the Northeast/Mid-Atlantic, Southeast/Gulf, West Coast, Pacific Islands, and Alaska regions and for highly migratory species.

It is important to note that market conditions continue to change rapidly and some of the effects described in this report may have changed. Nevertheless, this report may provide a reference point for subsequent or follow-up surveys and assessments of the market effects of the crisis.

The report and region-specific snapshots are available online via our NOAA Fisheries’ website. https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/us-fishing-and-seafood-industries-saw-broad-declines-last-summer-due-covid-19
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