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June 17, 2021
	Shawn LaTourette, Commissioner
New Jersey Department of 
   Environmental Protection
P. O. Box 402

Trenton, New Jersey 08625
	Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio, Secretary

Maryland Department of Natural Resources

580 Taylor Ave

Annapolis, Maryland 21401


	Shawn M Garvin, Secretary

Delaware Department of Natural Resources
   and Environmental Control

The Richardson and Robbins Building

89 Kings Highway

Dover, Delaware 19901
	


Dear Commissioner LaTourette, Secretary Haddaway-Riccio, and Secretary Garvin:

I am writing on behalf of the New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council (MFC) to express concerns regarding offshore wind development in the Carl N. Shuster Jr. Horseshoe Crab Reserve that has been established in federal waters offshore of the Delaware Bay. 
The MFC advises the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) on conservation and management rules, regulations, and policies regarding marine fisheries resources, and the commercial and recreational industries that rely on them. In light of horseshoe crab’s importance in commercial fisheries, human health, and the Delaware Bay ecosystem, it is a priority of the MFC that the MidAtlantic population of horseshoe crabs is not impacted by offshore wind activities.

The Delaware Bay supports the largest spawning population of horseshoe crabs in the world. Blood from the horseshoe crab is used to manufacture Limulus Amebocyte Lysate, which is used to confirm that drugs and other medical products are free from contamination. Further, horseshoe crab eggs provide a critical food source for several species of migratory shorebirds, including the federally threatened red knot. New Jersey has had a moratorium on commercial harvest of horseshoe crabs since 2006 to protect this valuable population and the ecosystem services it provides. Similarly, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) created the Carl N. Shuster Jr. Horseshoe Crab Reserve (reserve) in federal waters offshore of the Delaware Bay in 2000 to protect the Atlantic population of horseshoe crabs.
 
As you are aware, there are a number of offshore wind lease areas and proposed projects between southern New Jersey and northern Maryland that overlap with the reserve. The MFC is concerned that offshore wind development, including pre-construction survey work, construction, operation, and decommissioning, may directly or indirectly impact the horseshoe crab population. Direct impacts might include direct mortality and loss of forage area, while indirect effects might include barriers to spawning migrations or reduced productivity. While the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission currently considers the MidAtlantic population stable, effects of offshore wind development may lead to population declines, which in turn may impact harvest for biomedical purposes, as well as ecosystem function within Delaware Bay during spring spawning events.
The MFC recognizes the value of wind energy and has been closely following development of offshore wind farms off New Jersey and the MidAtlantic region. It appears that science is lacking on the impacts of wind farms to marine organisms and ecosystems, including important fisheries resources such as horseshoe crab. The MFC urges caution when reviewing plans for offshore wind energy development, particularly in this critical area of importance for horseshoe crabs and encourages the use of timing and other restrictions that limit impact to our valuable marine resources.    

Thank you for your consideration in these matters.
Sincerely,
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Richard N. Herb,

Acting Chairman

New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council

c. 
Ocean Wind

Skipjack Wind

US Wind

Brian Hooker, Biology Team Lead, BOEM Office of Renewable Energy Programs
Michael Pentony, Regional Administrator, NMFS Greater Atlantic Regional Office

Eric Schrading, Project Leader, USFWS New Jersey Field Office

Ray Bukowski, Assistant Commissioner, NJ DEP Natural and Historic Resources

Dave Golden, Director, NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife


Joe Cimino, Administrator, NJ Marine Fisheries Administration


John Heilferty, Chief, NJ Endangered and Nongame Species Program


ReTURN the Favor, c/o The Wetlands Institute
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� https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2000/10/16/00-26498/atlantic-coastal-fisheries-cooperative-management-act-provisions-horseshoe-crab-fishery-closed-area





