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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
MONTHLY REPORT 

February 21, 2022 to March 20, 2022 
  

Jason Hearon, Bureau Chief 
Tyler Kinney, Habitat Planner 

Melissa Woerner, Habitat Planner 
 

HABITAT PLANNING 
 

Melissa Woerner 
 

Northern Region 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner coordinated with New Jersey Audubon on a Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) grant to manage fields at the Musconetcong River Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA).   
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner has been working with Crew Supervisors Jim Hartobey and Christopher 
Murphy to review Geographic Information System (GIS) asset data for the WMA Planning grant. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner participated on the committee to review request for quote submissions for 
the Hyper humus Wetland Restoration Project at the Paulinskill River WMA. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner hosted separate meetings with Bureau of Freshwater Fisheries (BFF) and 
Endangered and Nongame Species Program (ENSP) biologists to discuss habitat management projects on 
Northern Region WMAs. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner assisted with notifying property owners about upcoming building demolitions 
at the South Branch WMA. 
   
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner prepared FY 2022 in-kind assignment packages for Northern farm lease 
tenants. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner submitted Land Management Review (LMR) requests for field reclamation 
projects at the Black River, Columbia, and Berkshire Valley WMAs. 
 
Central Region 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner attended the monthly meeting of the Barnegat Bay Partnership Estuarine 
Habitats Working Group meeting. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner assisted with prescribed burning at the Assunpink WMA. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner has been working on planting plans and seed orders for approximately 230 
acres of fields in the central region. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner hosted separate meetings with the Bureau of Freshwater Fisheries (BFF) 
and ENSP biologists to discuss habitat management projects on central WMAs. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner prepared 2022 in-kind assignment packages for Central farm lease tenants. 
 
Stakeholder management goals were sent to Pine Creek Forestry to draft management prescriptions for the 
Greenwood WMA Forest Stewardship Plan. 
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All Regions/Miscellaneous 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner attended two virtual meetings to discuss the National Bobwhite 
Conservation Initiative. 
 
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner attended the State Contract Management and Delegated Purchasing 
Authority training session. 
 

Tyler Kinney 
 
Southern Region 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney saw through the completion of 7.8 acres of forestry mowing work in Tuckahoe 
and Salem River WMAs. Less acreage was completed than was planned due to several equipment 
malfunctions. These projects will be revisited. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney ordered and saw through the delivery of lime and fertilizer to be applied to the 
new fields in the Winslow WMA. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney has placed orders for the upcoming tree planting effort in the Salem River WMA. 
Volunteers from the Roughed Grouse Society in conjunction with Fish and Wildlife staff will plant a total of 200 
dogwood trees in fields recently forestry mowed. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney attended several meetings with the Sandy Blue Acres Program and Division of 
Coastal Engineering to discuss ongoing beach restoration efforts in New Sweden WMA. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney placed several seed orders including sorghum/buckwheat mixes, pollinator 
mixes, and seed for waterfowl impoundment Lester in the Tuckahoe WMA. Clay filler was picked up for 
pollinator planting efforts. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney continues to work with the Division’s Office of GIS to make progress in our WMA 
Planning initiative. Time was spent coding shapefiles. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney attended a meeting with New Jersey Forest Fire Service to discuss forestry 
mowing operations for the purpose of forest fuel load mitigation. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney requested bids for the treatment and monitoring of aquatic vegetation in 
Rowands Pond, for the purpose of enhancing habitat for native and stocked fish in the pond. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney is attending to several matters related to access to farm lease properties, 
including the replacement of gates and mowing of hedgerows. Several properties were posted with NJ Fish 
and Wildlife signage. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney assisted the Army Corps of Engineers in compiling information for an 
environmental assessment of the Heislerville WMA. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney developed bid specifications for a land clearing operation behind the Makepeace 
Lake WMA shotgun range. 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney sent in-kind service packages via certified mail and email to all tenants who’s 
farm lease has been executed thus far. Several leases remain unexecuted.  
 
All Regions 
 
Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney attended a training session regarding NJ Fish and Wildlife website development. 
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NORTHERN REGION 
 
 

Vacant, Regional Superintendent 
Jim Hartobey, Crew Supervisor 
Imre Bene, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

Robert Bodnar, Sr. Wildlife Worker 
Mark DeVito, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

Trevor Hull, Heavy Equipment Operator 
 

Christopher Murphy, Crew Supervisor 
Bill DeYoung, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

Septembio Garo, Sr. Wildlife Worker 
Jonathan Kenney, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

Randy Ujvary, Wildlife Worker 
Stephen Wilson, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

 
Land Management staff started trout stocking throughout northern region and now is consuming most of 
the available staff time. 
 
Land Management staff continue to make habitat improvements throughout the region with contractors. 
These projects include mowing, planting, early successional work, warm season grasses, and 
wildflower/pollinator work. 
 
Land Management staff continue to deal with and remove dangerous trees threating safety and property 
including the never-ending dying ash trees throughout the region. 
 
Land Management staff continue to bring Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and Right 
to Know forms up to date in the region. 
 
Land Management staff in the Northern Region have been working to replace additional WMA signs 
improving our image. 
 
Land Management staff that have an interest will be taking a Class 2 Forestry Exam through Rutgers to 
further their expertise throughout the region. 
 
Land Management staff closed the Capoolong Creek WMA hiking trail because of hazardous conditions 
caused by erosion. This trail will be closed until the situation can be addressed. The project is not going to 
be addressed anytime soon. 
 
Land Management staff continue to oversee the demolition of the break room, brood house, and lean-to at 
the Rockport Game Farm. 
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CENTRAL REGION 
 

Pete Winkler, Regional Superintendent 
Wendy Barbuck, Agency Services Rep. 1 

 
Bill Torry, Crew Supervisor WMAs 

Timothy Crotchfelt, Sr. Wildlife Worker 
Zachary Mahon, Wildlife Worker 

Tim Ruth, Wildlife Worker 
 

Mike Haines, Crew Supervisor Equipment Operations 
Anthony Carben, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

Brian Kubin, Sr. Wildlife Worker 
Robert Madden, Heavy Equipment Operator 

Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler created maps and is coordinating with the Hydro Axe contractor to 
perform multiple projects at Assunpink, Musconetcong River, South Branch and Buckthorn Creek WMAs for 
early successional habitat enhancement. Assunpink, Musconetcong River, and Buckhorn Creek were 
completed during the reporting period. 
 
Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler attended the virtual Board of Directors Meeting at the Horse Park of 
New Jersey and for the Lighthouse Center for Natural Resource Education representing Fish and Wildlife. 
 
Crews prepared snow removal equipment and performed preventative maintenance on tractors and other 
farming equipment. 
 
Crews began maintenance and mowing of road edges and fields on WMAs throughout the Central Region. 
 
Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler attended meetings on the Hunting Digest and is coordinating the 
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLMs) sections of the Digest revisions for 2023. 
 
Crews are preparing for trout stocking season, getting vehicles ready, reviewing the routes and the stops. 
 
Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler has been filling in within the Northern Region since Regional 
Superintendent Sue Predl retired. 
 
The project was awarded for the renovation of the Point Pleasant Fishing Access site. Plans for the redesign 
included updated parking, boat ramp, fishing dock and living shoreline. A kickoff meeting is being scheduled. 
 
Staff are preparing the Pheasant/Quail stocking schedule for 2023. 
 
Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler prepared a funding request to work with NRCS for rehabilitation of all 
dams within Assunpink WMA. 
 
Crews are preparing fire breaks to conduct prescribed burning at WMAs throughout the Central Region 
working with and in coordination with the NJ Forest Fire Service. 
 
Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler attended a site inspection with Green Acres staff to check on conditions 
of a property related to the land swap with Central Jersey Rifle and Pistol Club. 
 
Staff continue to issue Field Trial and Special Use Permits consistent with the latest State issued Covid-19 
related Executive Orders. 
 
The following groups and activities utilized the Assunpink Conservation Center and the Central Office Meeting 
Room during this reporting period: 
 
 

Wildlife Rehabilitators 
Licensing and Permitting 

Turtle Trafficking Conference 
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Deer Project 
Bass Nation 

Wildlife Management NCBI 
Beaver and Otter Check 

I & E Hunting Digest 
Conservation Law Officers 

Jersey Coast Anglers Association 
Underground Storage Staff Meeting 

4 – H 
NJ Federation Bylaw Committee 

Trapper Education 
Hunter Education 
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SOUTHERN REGION 
 

Nathan Figley, Regional Superintendent 
 

Brad Heffley, Crew Supervisor 
Sean Clayton, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

 
Dan Baker, Crew Supervisor 

Steve Dobrosky, Heavy Equipment Operator 
Jennings Jones, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

Erin Peek, Heavy Equipment Operator 
 

Mason Reeves, Crew Supervisor 
Nicholas Carros, Sr. Wildlife Worker 

Vacant Sr. Wildlife Worker 
Jeffrey Wettstein, Sr. Repairer 

 
Seasonal - Rich Ingraldi, Curt Riggins, Benjamin Keys 

 
Southern region crews continue performing routine trash clean-up at boat ramps, shooting ranges, and other 
high use WMAs. 
    
The road crew completed work in the Millville WMA at Lake Audrey and the Hunter Training Ranges.  They 
have also spent time trimming back road edges.  After completing these jobs, the road grader was taken for 
service.     
   
The road crew worked on obtaining purchase orders for material needed to complete work at the Higbee 
Beach, Beaver Swamp, and Cape May Coastal Wetlands WMAs.  
 
Staff continue to issue Field Trial and Special Use Permits consistent with the latest State issued Covid-19 
related Executive Orders. 
 
Senior Repairer Jeff Wettstein received an approved purchase order for renovations to be completed at the 
Southern Region Office.  He has contacted the contractor and waiting on a response for a start date.  
 
Senior Repairer Jeff Wettstein completed the construction of gun racks for the Makepeace Hunter Training 
Range.  
 
Staff have cleared roads of downed trees that were inhibiting access to boat ramps and WMA parking areas.   
 
Regional Superintendent Nathan Figley provided a monthly report to Dam Safety for the no name dam located 
on the Salem River WMA.   
 
The Winslow Crew partnered with volunteers from the Gloucester County Chapter of the New Jersey 
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs to clean up a parking area in the White Oak Branch WMA.  Trash was 
removed, overhanging branches were trimmed, the parking area was graded, and potholes filled, guard rail 
was installed to prevent vehicles from driving across fields, and ground creeping vines were trimmed from the 
path leading to a small pond. 
 
The Winslow Crew met with (NRCS) staff at Makepeace Lake WMA for an annual inspection.   
 
The Winslow Crew removed a pile of trash at the Makepeace Lake WMA and Regional Superintendent 
Nathan Figley provided Law Enforcement staff with the cost estimate for cleanup.  
    
Staff continues to monitor Matt’s Landing Dike in the Heislerville WMA.  Sacrificial material was placed in a 
sinkhole until a permanent fix to the problem is completed.  Regional Superintendent Nathan Figley and 
Bureau Chief Jason Hearon met to discuss a beneficial reuse project that will bolster the dike.   
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Regional Superintendent Nathan Figley attended the monthly meeting of the Cumberland County Federation 
of Sportsmen’s Clubs.   
 
Salem, Winslow, and Millville Crews spent time preparing fields for planting.  Preparations included plowing, 
mowing, working with NJ Forest Fire Service on prescribed burns, removing woody vegetation from fields and 
field edges. 
 
Staff worked with a vendor to reclaim fields at the Port Republic WMA.  Regional Superintendent Nathan 
Figley and Regional Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney met at the Port Republic WMA to discuss removal of 
invasive species, creation of a parking area, demolition of a building, and possible locations for creating early 
successional habitat.    
 
Restoration of a shoreline in Money Island was completed and a final project walk though was attended by 
Regional Superintendent Nathan Figley and Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney.  Millville Crew installed additional 
dune fencing along a retaining wall as a safety measure and posted keep off dune signs along the fencing.  
This project was a joint effort with Blue Acres, Office of Coastal Engineering, Stockton University, and NJDOT.   
The Holly Farm Design Committee provided final comments to the Holly Farm design plan.     
 
Meetings Attended:  BLM Staff Weekly, BLM/BLE monthly, Money Island Meeting, Cumberland County 
Sportsmen’s Federation, Friends of Lake Audrey, Habitat Planning Meeting, Spring Planting Meeting, and 
Low-tech Marsh Restoration Meeting, DCE/BA/BLM Money Island and Bay Point Restoration 

 
 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SECTION 
 

LAND ACQUISITIONS 
 

Lisa Carben, Executive Assistant 
 
The following lands have been acquired by the State and have been assigned to the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife during this period. 
 

WMA COUNTY TOWNSHIP NAME ACRES 

Turkey Swamp Monmouth Freehold Jamie Saults 1.31 

Dix Cumberland Fairfield Lisa Steward Garrison 24 

 
Acres assigned during this period:   25.31 
 
Total acres statewide: 361,900 
 
 
 
 
 


