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Frank Panico, Chief
Jason Snellbaker, Deputy Chief
Douglas Applegate, Deputy Chief
L. Anne Quirk, Captain — Administration
Tom O’Rourke, Lieutenant — Training
Robert Driscoll, Conservation Police Officer - Training
Joseph Soell, Lieutenant — Administration
Tyler Hausamann, Conservation Police Officer - Administration

Northern Region (908) 735-8240 Central Region (609) 259-2120
Vacant, Captain Shannon Martiak, Captain

Steven Sutton, Lieutenant (District 1) Bryan Mascio, Lieutenant (District 3)
Joseph Kuechler, Lieutenant (District 2) Sean McManus, Lieutenant (District 4)
Vacant, Lieutenant Investigator Vacant, Lieutenant Investigator
Vacant, Administrative Assistant 1 Shari Irick, Technical Assistant 2
Southern Region (856) 629-0555 Marine Region (609) 748-2050

Lisa Lacroix, Captain Brian Scott, Captain

Zane Batten, Lieutenant (District 5) Paul Toppin, Lieutenant (District 7)
Craig James, Lieutenant (District 6) Ryan Harp, Lieutenant (District 8)
Vacant, Lieutenant Investigator Chris Petruccelli, Lieutenant (District 9)
Sue Canale, Agency Services Representative Vacant, Lieutenant Investigator

Noreen White, Agency Services Representative

Conservation Police Officers report a total of 6162.6 hours of duty (6176.1- 2021). These hours are
charged to the following categories of duty:

2022 2021
Total Law Enforcement 4013.1 4396.1
Fishing 641.6 931
Marine Resources 1383.8 1365.2
Hunting 165 160.9
Deer Hunting 92 46.5
Trapping 130.3 94.1
Wildlife Mgt. Areas 579.1 736.6
NG & Endangered Species 25.1 49.5
Court 29.7 77.1
Regional Meetings 59 3
Pollution Investigation 50.5 26.4
Training 4447 383
Other Law Enforcement 465.2 522.8

Administration 2087.3 1623.4



Fish Management 4.4 57.5

Wildlife Management 37.8 76.1
Information & Education 20 23
Bear Control 3 0
Bear Patrol and Investigation 0 0

During patrols, officers performed 1988 field inspections (1785-2021) of hunters, fishermen or
trappers and the resultant caseload is tabulated:

Law Enforcement Regions

North Central South  Marine Adm. Total 2021

Summonses issued 29 83 14 28 0 154 169
Criminal Charges 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Warnings issued 4 0 0 4 0 8 16
Bear Feeding Warnings 1 0 0 0 0 1 0
Field Inspections by Region Field Inspections by Activity:
Administration 0 Hunters 107
Northern Region 278 Freshwater Anglers 594
Central Region 534 Trappers 17
Southern Region 501 Commercial Fishermen 42
Marine Region 675 Marine Rec. Anglers 679
Total 1,988 WMA non-hunting/fishing 492
Other 57
Listed below are the types of summonses issued:
North Central South Marine Adm.
Fishing 2 13 5 0 0
Hunting 3 12 0 0 0
Waterfowl Hunting 0 1 0 0 0
Deer Hunting 14 5 0 0 0
Trapping 0 0 0 0 0
WMA 5 47 8 0 0
Striped Bass 2 0 0 0 0
Shellfish 0 0 0 0 0
Title 2C 0 0 0 0 0
Marine-Commercial 0 0 0 3 0
Marine-Recreational 0 0 0 8 0
Nongame & Exotic 0 6 0 0 0
Title 58 0 0 0 0 0
Title 39 0 5 0 0 0
Other 3 0 1 0 0
Bear Hunting 0 0 0 0 0
Bear Feeding 0 0 0 0 0
Marine Striped Bass 0 0 0 17 0
Totals 29 83 14 28 0



Penalties collected during this report period by Conservation Police Officers: $ 14,238.00

Call volume (reports of violations, general questions, requests for assistance, etc.) received at region
offices:

North * numbers not reported due to office closure
Central 162
South 168
Marine 142

Total calls received: 472

Bureau of Law Enforcement personnel status as of 3/20/22:

Administration - 8

1 Chief

2 Deputy Chiefs

1 CPO III - Admin
1 CPO II - Training
1 CPO II- Admin

1 CPO I — Training
1 CPO 1 - Admin

Central Region - 9

Northern Region — 7

2 CPO IIs
S5CPOIs

Southern Region - 11

1 CPO III 1 CPO III

2 CPO IIs 2 CPO IIs

5CPOIs 7CPO Is

1 Technical Assistant 2 1 Agency Services Rep
Marine Region - 16 Total Employees: 51

1 CPO 11

3 CPOIIs

11 CPO Is

1 Agency Services Rep

Northern Region Highlights

On March 20th, 2022, CPO Allen Sutton was presented with the 2021 National Wild Turkey
Federation, Wildlife Officer of the year award for his Outstanding Commitment to New Jersey’s
Natural Resources, Dedication to Conservation, and Participation in Outreach Programs. Officer A.
Sutton, through his years of service, has dedicated a significant portion of his spring time patrols to
unlawful turkey hunting practices. He has also assisted with many outreach programs focused on
introducing new hunters to the outdoors.

On Friday, February 25th, 2022, Conservation Police Officer Holmes conducted a taxidermy
inspection in Phillipsburg, Warren County. Three untagged, antlered deer were found during the
inspection and many of the taxidermy records were incomplete. The taxidermist was given
instructions about how to properly keep a proper ledger and was issued summonses for the possession
of untagged/unregistered white tail deer parts.



CPO Della Vella received a complaint advising that there was an ad on “Craigslist” advertising
and alligator for sale in Paterson, Passaic County. CPO Della Vella contacted the seller and set up a
time and place to meet in Paterson. On Saturday, March 19, 2022, CPO Della Vella and Lt. S. Sutton,
assisted by Detectives with the Paterson Police Department’s Major Crimes Unit and a Detective from
the Passaic County Prosecutor’s Office, conducted a buy/bust and successfully seized the alligator and
apprehended the suspect. The suspect was issued a summons for “possession of a potentially
dangerous species (i.e. - American Alligator) without a permit.”

Central Region Highlights

With the warmer weather, central region officers have been focusing their patrols on nighttime
WMA activities. During the last month, approximately 60 summonses have been issued for violations
regarding afterhours, off road vehicle operation, unregistered vehicles, campfires, and driving off the
established roadways. Multiple parties were also intercepted prior to any mass gatherings.

CPO Garofalo and Captain Martiak assisted the Mercer County Prosecutors Office with a
presentation at Mercer County College for animal control officers. Our presentation discussed the
regulations concerning wildlife trapping and possession of non-game species.

Central region officers assisted Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge in Medford with a recent
donation drive. Officers collected much needed items that the refuge was requesting to continue
operating their wildlife rehabilitation services. The items were then driven to the refugee by CPO
Riviello and donated on behalf of the NJ State Conservation Police.

Southern Region Highlights

Lt. James and CPO Faith responded to a complaint of illegal trapping in Lower Twp., Cape
May County. A resident reported that they heard a commotion in the small piece of woods behind their
house, then from the backyard could see a coyote that appeared to be entangled. When the CPO’s
arrived the coyote managed to escape, but they found a cable restraint device that had been broken off.
The CPO’s located an additional 7 untagged cable restraint devices, two of which had dead coyotes in
them. They also located deer and pheasant parts that appeared to be used for bait. CPO Faith saw a
fresh deer hide on a fence of one of the many yards bordering the small strip of woods. A record’s
check of the property owner revealed a recently checked in deer, but no trapping license. The CPO’s
spoke with the property owner, who admitted to setting the cable restraints specifically to catch the
coyotes. The man was issued summonses for trapping without a license, untagged traps, not having a
cable restraint certification, cable restraints without swivels and cable restraints without a stop to
restrict loop closure.

CPO Malinski investigated a solid waste dumping complaint on the Makepeace Lake Wildlife
Management Area in Hamilton Township, Atlantic County. The dump site consisted of household
garbage, children’s toys, furniture and a toilet. Personal identifiers led CPO Malinski to an address a
short distance away that was vacant with a for sale sign posted. After contacting the real estate
company and further investigation, CPO Malinski was able to locate the suspected violator. The
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woman took full responsibility for dumping the debris and was issued summonses for dumping on a
WMA and dumping solid waste in excess of 0.148 cubic yards.

CPO Fox investigated two solid waste dump sites within the Peaslee Wildlife Management
Area in Cumberland County. One of the sites was in Maurice River Township, and the other in the
city of Vineland, both consisting of large amounts of household trash. After thorough investigation,
two responsible individuals were identified for the respective dump sites. Both individuals were issued
summonses for dumping on a Wildlife Management Area and dumping solid waste in excess of 0.148
cubic yards.

Marine Region Highlights

On Saturday March 19th CPO Woerner inspected a commercial fishing vessel in Point
Pleasant, Ocean County, upon its return from a summer flounder trip. During the inspection, CPO
Woerner documented an overage of 374 pounds of summer flounder landed by the vessel. Summonses
were issued for the overage, and the case will be heard in court in April.

Winter on the Delaware Bay means mostly commercial work for Marine Region CPOs with
crab dredge and tonging seasons in full swing. During a routine inspection of catch on a commercial
crab dredge vessel, CPO Sloan found the operator to be in possession of 93 undersized conch. The
fisherman was cooperative and took full responsibility for the violation, accepting a summons for
possession of conch under the legal size. The undersized product was seized and much of it was
released back alive into the bay.

With an early Spring run in full swing, CPOs in the Marine Region have been working around
the clock in response to complaints of the illegal harvesting of striped bass along the coast.
Complaints have been reported on a consistent basis in the Raritan Bayshore area as well as the Toms
River as the temperatures continue to get warmer. More than fifty summonses have been issued for a
range of violations including undersized, overlimit, and mutilated striped bass, interference with the
duties of a conservation police officer, and the failure to have a valid saltwater registry.

Training Unit Highlights

The Training Unit conducted a Law Enforcement Handling of Black Bear Complaints course
hosted by Morris County Public Safety Training Academy. The course was conducted at the Morris
County Police Academy and Black River Law Enforcement Range in Chester, NJ. This course was
developed to give the patrol officers options for handling problem bears and provided classroom and
hands-on range training in the use of equipment and conditioning techniques. Officers received
instruction in biology of the black bear as well as New Jersey laws that pertain to them. State and local
law enforcement were in attendance.
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