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**MARINE FISHERIES** 

ASMFC/MAFMC/COOP/NOAA  

• Staff met with biologists from the USGS to discuss the upcoming project analyzing the mixed stock 

structure of the Delaware Bay shad fishery using DNA analysis.  The scope of work and details of the 

analysis were discussed as well as a timeline for delivery of the final report. 

 

MEETING SUMMARIES  

• Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission-ASMFC (TC, SAS, Boards) 

o The Striped Bass Technical Committee (TC) met to discuss the timeline and data needs for the 

upcoming Stock Assessment update. In addition, the TC reviewed a proposal by Pennsylvania (PA) 

to make changes to the spawning stock survey conducted on the Delaware River. It was determined 

that more information and analyses are needed. PA will continue sampling at the sites they want to 

remove until it is no longer feasible, and they will begin sampling the new proposed sites as well. PA 

and the TC will continue to work towards improving the survey so that the data and index may be 

used in the next Benchmark Assessment. 

o The ASMFC Black Drum Technical Committee (TC) and Stock Assessment Subcommittee (SAS) 

met via webinar on February 22-24 to conduct a methods workshop for the current stock assessment. 

Available survey and fishery indices were reviewed for appropriateness in assessment model and 

abundance indicator use. The workshop concluded with discussions on possible assessment model 

approaches and assignment of tasks for SAS members to complete prior to the assessment workshop 

in July. 

o Staff Chaired a meeting of the ASMFC’s Shad and River Herring Technical Committee via webinar 

on Thursday, February 3rd.  During the meeting the TC reviewed a draft memo on American shad 

passage prioritization and finalized recommendations for the Board for FERC projects with 

upcoming licensing issuances and renewals.  Additionally, the TC reviewed and recommended 

approval of an updated American Shad Habitat Plan for the Connecticut River and a River Herring 

Fishery Management Plan update for the Hudson River. 

o Staff attended an ACCSP Recreational Technical Committee meeting on February 7. The following 

updates were given: 

▪ Comprehensive For-hire Data Collection Program- there is a deadline for the update of the 
ACCSP standards and the Implementation Plan. A main focus last year included the MRIP 
certification document. This is important because the document reviews a way to get 
recreational estimates out of logbooks. The next step is to present the document to the 
Operations Committee on February 14th. After comments are reviewed, the document will 
then be sent to MRIP. If MRIP has feedback, the Recreational Technical Committee may 
have time this year to review feedback; if not, feedback can be discussed in 2023. 

▪ Socioeconomic Add-On Survey- ACCSP has been working with Habor Light on updating the 
implementation of the Socioeconomic Add-on Survey (SEAS) and the tablet-based 
application the Dockside Intercept Application (DIA). The SEAS is implemented every 5 years 
with the last time being 2017.  The goal was to complete the SEAS implementation the 
same time as the Gulf. The SEAS is in production at this point and is currently being 
conducted along with the 2022 APAIS. There have been improvements to data collection, 
accuracy, and speed. 

▪ ACCSP Standards- Staff went over the process for updating the ACCSP standards. First, the 
comprehensive program document was used to update the 2012 ACCSP for-hire standards 
and the recreational standards. Next, a QA/QC section was added for both recreational and 



Marine Resources Administration Monthly Report 

3 

 

for-hire standards. The Recreational Technical Committee members also worked to update 
the language. The sections that are dynamic are sections that change more frequently, like 
data elements. The standards will be changed to list the updated standards that are static 
and then have dynamic sections that can be referenced inside the document and updated 
freely. The ACCSP standards should be finalized before April 11, 2022 for the Operations 
Committee’s review.  

▪ ACCSP Implementation Plan- The group has been updating the Atlantic Recreational 
Implementation Plan adapted from the 2017-2022 plan. The new implementation plan will 
cover 2023-2028. The first draft needs to be done before April 11, 2022 and the final draft 
done before July 1, 2022. 

• Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council-MAFMC 

o The Illex Working Group met via webinar on February 2nd to review Biological Reference Points 

and the Generalized Depletion Modeling so the working group could make a decision on their 

determinations. 

o The Illex Working Group met via webinar on February 4th to review the statements for ToR 5 

(Model), ToR 7 (Biological Reference Points), ToR 8 (Stock Assessment) and ToR 11 (Plan B) 

which were discussed, and final recommendations were provided on.  The Table in ToR 6 (in-season 

data) as well as ToR 10 (Research Recommendations) were reviewed, discussed, and final 

recommendations were provided.  Final comments were to be provided by the Illex Working Group 

no later than close of business on February 7th. 

o The Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Committee met via webinar on February 14th to review the Atlantic 

mackerel rebuilding options, public input from the two January 2022 informational webinars, and 

recreational catch data.  The Committee addressed three motions all of which passed without 

objections.  They included:  developing a range of recreational Atlantic mackerel trip limit options, 

look at compliance gaps towards a guidance document on Atlantic mackerel permitting and 

reporting requirements, and that the motion that recreational seasonal closures be considered but 

rejected be postponed until the March Committee meeting  given the potential economic impact 

from seasonal closures and difficulty aligning with state measures, the Committee considered 

recommending moving seasonal closures to the “considered but rejected” section of the action. The 

Committee will reconsider this issue once more information on potential trip/bag limits can be 

reviewed. 

o The Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Advisory Panel met via webinar on February 23rd to develop fishery 

performance reports for Illex squid and Atlantic mackerel.  The Science and Statistical Committee 

(SSC) will review and consider these reports in March when it reviews 2022 Illex catch levels and 

finalizes the Atlantic mackerel rebuilding trajectories.   

o The Monkfish Plan Development Team met via webinar on February 28th to review the 2022 work 

priorities and timeline, plan for Framework 13 to the Monkfish Fishery Management Plan (FMP) 

which included discussing assessment timing, scope, and data needs, as well as potential 

management measures, plan for a performance report in conjunction with the Advisory Panel, and 

discuss the 2022-2026 Council research priorities and data needs.  An index-based assessment will 

be used in the upcoming Management Track Assessment because Monkfish are unable to be aged. 

o Administration staff participated in a data workshop of the bluefish working group (WG). The 

primary objective of the workshop was to explore and make decisions related to which data to use in 

the planned research track assessment. The WG covered many topics and will finalize data decisions 

in the coming weeks. 

• Miscellaneous  
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o Administration staff served as a reviewer on the Northeast Regional Coordinating Council’s (NRCC) 

Assessment Oversight Panel. The Panel is charged with reviewing and approving management track 

assessment plans in the context of guidelines for permissible changes under each level of 

management track peer review and to review and approve plans for any alternative approaches to be 

used if the peer review finds the primary management track assessment is not suitable for providing 

management advice. The main topics of discussion involved changes to swept area calculations from 

the Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s species abundance indices, review and comparison of a 

newly released commercial catch accounting system, and review of planned assessments for herring 

and winter flounder. The AOP recommended both assessments go through the highest level of 

review due to proposed changes regarding changes to recruitment stanzas used in model projections 

and reference points. Assessments for both species are planned for June 2022. 

o Staff met with Jim Hutchinson of the Fisherman Magazine and staff from the Bureau of Law 

Enforcement to discuss striped bass poaching and other marine fisheries enforcement issues, as well 

as the upcoming public comment period for draft Amendment 7 to the Striped Bass Fishery 

Management Plan. 

o Staff attended a meeting of the Delaware River Cooperative’s TC’s American Shad Sustainable 

Fishery Plan sub-group on Thursday, February 10th.  The purpose of the meeting was to set a 

timeline for incorporating the Policy Committee’s benchmarks, triggers, and management options 

into the draft 2022 American Shad SFP.  State representatives are to submit their final edits and 

comments to be incorporated into the document by March 1st to be presented to the Policy 

Committee at the March 7th scheduled meeting.  Pending PC approval, the SFP will be submitted to 

the ASMFC’s Shad and River Herring TC for review and approval by the Shad Board at the May 

Meeting. 

 

INDEPENDENT FISHERIES 

• Delaware Bay Tagging 

o Staff finished preparations for the 2022 Delaware Bay Tagging Survey. The survey began February 

24, 2022. During the first two trips, 21 striped bass and 7 American shad were tagged. Scale samples 

were taken from all striped bass. Genetic samples were taken from the American shad. Tagging will 

continue until the beginning of May. 

• Delaware River Seine Survey 

o The 2021 database (raw data) was sent to Ken Strait at PSEG on February 1. Several data requests 

including YOY indices, species totals and some raw data were completed.  

o 2021 data was summarized for the F15 (Sportfish Restoration funded programs) Performance 

Report. A total of 191 individual hauls were sampled from August through October, yielding a total 

of 329 striped bass, of which 295 were young-of-year (age 0). The young-of-year striped bass index 

was 0.65, which was below average, and ranks #29 out of the 41-year time series. A total of 325 

individual striped bass lengths were measured. The average length was 80.1 millimeters. Overall, 49 

species were caught during the 2021 survey. The top 10 species caught were: American shad 

(3,207), blueback herring (2,952), Atlantic menhaden (2,711), white perch (2,516), Eastern silvery 

minnow (1,956), spottail shiner (1,880), bay anchovy (1,756), banded killifish (1,308), mummichog 

(960) and Atlantic silverside (525). 

o A request for American eel catch data was submitted on February 15 for inclusion in the 2022 

Technical Report for the Delaware Estuary River and Basin Report (TREB). The TREB analyzes the 

status and trends of more than 50 environmental indicators and reflects the overall environmental 

health of the Delaware Estuary. This report is produced every five years by the Partnership for the 
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Delaware Estuary. The MOU was approved and data from the seine survey and the Delaware Bay 

trawl survey was sent out on February 22.  

• Eel Surveys 

o The 2022 glass eel survey began when the fyke net was set in Patcong Creek on February 9. Since 

then, the net has been tended ten times, catching a total of 14,849 glass eels (average of 1,484/day). 

A total of 269 individual eels were processed for biological data. The average length was 59.21mm, 

average weight was 0.186g and average pigmentation stage was 1. A total of 22 green eels were also 

caught in the fyke net. One alternative collector was set in Nacote Creek on February 14. Since then, 

the collector has been tended eight times, catching a total of 23 glass eels. All 23 eels were processed 

for biological data. The average length was 60.37mm, average weight was 0.138g and average 

pigmentation stage was 1. 

• Sturgeon Receivers 

o Staff attended the annual meeting of the Atlantic Cooperative Telemetry Network on Monday, 

February 7th.  Members of the ACT Network made presentations on their ongoing and new projects 

involving acoustic telemetry in the morning and a breakout study hall was scheduled for the 

afternoon for ACT Networks members to collaboratively troubleshoot database and data processing 

issues. 

 

DEPENDENT FISHERIES 

• Access Point Angler Intercept Survey-APAIS 

o Staff have completed mandatory workshops for Fish Identification and Procedure updates. 

o All active APAIS sampling staff have signed the Non-Disclosure Agreement forms for 2022 

sampling. These documents were submitted to ACCSP.  

o All site, vessel and headboat pressure updates for Wave 2 were completed and March’s assignment 

draw was released on February 18th. All 60 Site Assignments and 3 Headboat assignments were 

scheduled and released to the sampling staff.  

• Commercial Fisheries/Quota Management 

o Miniature Fyke Net License data for 2021 was compiled for the Atlantic Coastal Progress Report. 

Preliminary 2021 commercial landings for American eel are 25,858 pounds. Out of 115 license 

holders, six fishermen accounted for 185 individual trips.  

• For-Hire Telephone Survey-FHTS 

o Staff concluded all vessel directory updates from the 2021 calendar year. Staff started processing 

vessel directory updates for new and renewed 2022 HMS permits. The mail merge for the weekly 

mailings were printed and prepared for all of wave 2 (March/April).  

o Staff attended the yearly FHTS training with ACCSP. New staff were trained on the survey 

procedures. 

• NJ Saltwater Recreational Registry Program-NJSRRP/Volunteer Angler Survey-VAS 

o As of February 28, 2022, there were 24,104 individuals and 266 for-hire vessels registered with the 

New Jersey Saltwater Recreational Registry Program (NJSRRP) for 2022. (Last month: January 31, 

2022, there were 13,374 individuals and 172 for-hire vessels registered for 2022). 

• Striped Bass Bonus Program-SBBP 

o Staff continue to finalize data from the 2021 Striped Bass Bonus Program (SBBP). Data is expected 

to be finalized by the beginning of April. Preparations for the 2022 SBBP have begun. Staff plan to 

open the 2022 application period by April 15th and the SBBP season on May 15th. 
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OUTREACH 

• The first draft of the 2022 Marine Digest was provided to staff on February 7. Almost 80 comments and 

edits were compiled and sent to the editor on February 11. The second draft is due during the first week of 

March. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

• Wind Energy 

o Staff continued to coordinate with other state and federal entities on the Bureau of Ocean Energy 

Management (BOEM) Central Atlantic (CA) Planning Area. 

▪ An MFA meeting was held on February 7 to discuss available data and data gaps for New 

Jersey fishery exposure in the Planning Area. 

▪ In preparation for the first Intergovernmental Task Force meeting for the CA Planning Area, 

staff met with representatives from other affected states on February. 

▪ The first CA Intergovernmental Renewable Energy Task Force Meeting was held on 

February 16, with MFA and BPU staff representing NJ. The purpose of the meeting was to 

facilitate coordination between affected parties, discuss next steps, get updates from Task 

Force members, and provide opportunity for stakeholder input. Staff made the following 

comments:  

• The improved transparency in the winnowing process appreciated, but more 

information about criteria for winnowing is needed. 

• Cumulative impacts from all offshore wind development must be considered, 

particularly with respect to the surfclam industry.  

• Like in the NY/NJ Bight, one Planning Area is adjacent to a scallop management 

area. 

• Areas identified as NJ Prime Fishing Grounds should be avoided. 

▪ BOEM anticipates publishing the Call for Information in the second quarter of 2022. In the 

coming months, staff will continue to coordinate internally and with stakeholders and other 

affected parties.  

o Staff continued to work on the New Jersey Research and Monitoring Initiative (RMI). 

▪ Meetings were held weekly to discuss projects that are being considered with the internal 

RMI team.  

▪ Meetings were held with researchers to discuss preproposals.  

▪ MFA staff are working with Division of Science and Research and the Office of Permitting 

and Project Navigation to develop a website for the RMI. 

▪ The process for project funding continued to be refined. 

▪ A standard format for pre-proposals (or Concept Sketches) was developed. 

▪ Staff attended an RMI briefing to the Commissioner on February 9. 

▪ Staff presented new research concepts to the Steering Committee on February 10. 

▪ Two research projects have been approved for funding by the Steering Committee. 

• Rutgers University, an Ecological and Oceanographic Baseline to Inform Offshore 

Wind Development over the Continental Shelf off the Coast of New Jersey. 

• Rutgers University, Calibration Experiments for a Novel Clam Survey Dredge and 

Monitoring Carbonate Chemistry of Surfclam Habitat. 

▪ Staff met with the Responsible Offshore Science Alliance (ROSA) on February 23 to discuss 

how the RMI can support ROSA.  
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• Up until now, full operational funds have been provided by developers. That support 

is ending. ROSA will be making a formal ask to states and other agencies to prove 

support.  

• There will continue to be asks for in kind support, which may include administration 

of specific research funds. 

o Staff provided support to the Commissioner’s Office. 

▪ Staff worked with OPPN to initiate a request to update the Offshore Wind GeoHub and maps 

used by the Department. A meeting was held on February  

▪ Staff met to discuss the next Environmental Resources Working Group Meeting, assisted 

with scheduling, and provided a draft agenda for the meeting, which will be held March 31.  

o Staff continued to coordinate with Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind (ASOW) and Ocean Wind (OW).  

▪ Staff facilitated a meeting on February 2 to coordinate on surfclam research and monitoring 

between both developers and the RMI. 

▪ Staff were informed of difficulties developers have had in obtaining the necessary federal 

permits required for the fishery monitoring studies. Changes in endangered species 

permitting have resulted in unanticipated delays that will affect the OW Fisheries Monitoring 

Plan. Staff spoke with Nick Sisson, a Marine Resources Management Specialist in the 

Protected Resources Division, Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, on February 4, 

Kevin Wark on February 7, and Doug Zemeckis, Rutgers, on February 7 to better understand 

the problem. 

▪ Staff began review of the Ocean Wind Proposed Benthic Monitoring Plan.  

▪ Staff began a preliminary review of the Ocean Wind Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The DEIS is expected to be published in June. 

▪ Staff was informed of a potential conflict with the proposed location of an ASOW turbine 

and export cable and artificial reef areas and began coordination internally and with ASOW. 

o Staff continued to coordinate with regional groups dedicated to offshore wind and environmental 

studies. 

▪ Staff attended the NYSERDA E-TWG meeting on February 15. Topics included: 

• Coordination across lease areas in the New York Bight.  

• A joint committee with RWSE to compile and further refine previously identified 

research needs and data gaps. 

▪ On February 17 and 18, staff attended the second stakeholder workshop to discuss impacts 

from offshore wind development on the Northeast Fisheries Science Center Bottom Trawl 

Survey. A preview of model inputs and results for the Survey Simulation Experimentation 

and Evaluation Project (SSEEP) was provided, and staff participated in breakout groups to 

further inform the model. 

▪ Staff attended the Regional Wildlife Science Entity (RWSE) Marine Mammal subcommittee 

meeting on February 18. 

▪ On February 14, staff provided comments to the OPPN for NYSERDA’s request for 

information on a Draft Offshore Wind Cable Corridors Assessment Framework. 

▪ The Monthly NJ Surfclam Research Needs meeting was held on February 23.  

▪ Staff attended the Monthly Interstate Wind/Fisheries call on February 25.  

▪ Staff met with NYSERDA’s Offshore Wind Marine Fisheries Manager on February 28.  

o Staff attended training. 

▪ February 1, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) Ocean Energy Systems (OES)-

Environmental Workshop: Supporting Regulatory Decision-Making for Environmental 

Effects of Marine Renewable Energy. 
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▪ February 8, Professional development training from the Office of Innovation, Innovation 

Skills Workshop, Persuasive Memo Writing. 

▪ February 15, Professional development training from the Office of Innovation, Group 

Facilitation and Conducting Workshops. 

ADMINISTRATION/MISCELLANEOUS 

• Regulatory/Legislative 

▪ The MFA rule team has drafted a new rulemaking proposal to amend N.J.A.C. 7:25-18.1(p) to 

include “gear types and gear restrictions” within the list of provisions authorized to be changed 

by notice to meet ASMFC Atlantic Coastal Sharks Board requirement to use non-offset, 

corrodible, non-stainless steel circle hooks when fishing for sharks recreationally in state 

waters, except when fishing with flies or artificial lures. A Rule Proposal Launch Meeting will 

be held March 15, 20212.  The target filing date per NJ Register schedule is May 19, 2022, for 

the June 21, 2022, issue of the NJ Register. 

▪ MFA rule team continues to develop a new multispecies rule proposal amending N.J.A.C. 

7:25-18.5A Artificial reefs, along with other subchapters and sections pertaining to marine 

fisheries. Marine Fisheries-related rules will be reorganized under N.J.A.C. 7:25B. 

▪ In accordance with the new rules adopted in December 2021, MFA is administering the new 

commercial Crab License Lottery. MFA accepted applications to transfer commercial Crab Pot 

and Delaware Bay Crab Dredge Licenses from January through the end of February.  The 

lottery application period has closed and all complete and valid applications will be processed 

as follows: 

• 20 Active Crab Pot/Trot Line License transfers;  

o To qualify as an active commercial crab harvester, 200 bushels of hard crabs 

or 2,000 peelers must have been harvested in the previous year; 

• Five Inactive Crab Pot License transfers; 

• Five Delaware Bay Crab Dredge License transfers; 

• License Transfer Lottery winners will be selected at random and will be notified by 

mail about the opportunity to transfer a license; 

o Selected licensees will have 30 days from the postmark date of the notice to 

respond to the Marine Fisheries Administration;  

o Unsuccessful licensees will have other opportunities to transfer in subsequent 

years; 

o Legislative Activity 

▪ A 3013 – Allows use of stand up paddleboards for fishing on lakes in wildlife management 

areas. 02/28/22—Introduced, ref to Asm Agriculture & Food Security. 

▪ A 3022 – Requires both paper and automatic voter registration process at agency or office 

providing hunting, fishing, or trapping license. 02/28/22—Introduced, ref to Asm State & 

Local Govt 

▪ A733/S793 – Requires assessment of bay scallop resource, and authorizes DEP to establish a 

bay scallop fishery. (2020:A-900; 2018:A-682) 01/11/22—Introduced, ref to Asm 

Agriculture. 1/18/2022 Introduced in the Senate, Referred to Senate Environment and Energy 

Committee. 

▪ A 3039 – Extends Right to Farm Act protections to certain aquaculture activities. 02/28/22—

Introduced, ref to Asm Agriculture & Food Security 

▪ ACR72/SCR15 – Proposes constitutional amendment to make State trustee of public natural 

resources and guarantee to the people other environmental rights. 01/11/22—Introduced, ref 
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to Asm Agriculture; 2/14/2022 Introduced in the Senate, Referred to Senate Environment and 

Energy Committee. 

▪ A1466/S1671 – Requires racial and gender diversity in membership to be considered for 

appointments to certain boards and commissions established by statute. 01/11/22—

Introduced, ref to Asm State & Local Govt; 2/14/2022 Introduced in the Senate, Referred to 

Senate State Government, Wagering, Tourism & Historic Preservation Committee. 

▪ A110 – Provides for no net loss of DEP lands for fishing, hunting, and trapping purposes. 

Introduced and referred to Assembly Ag and Food Security Committee 1/11/2022. 2/14/2022 

Introduced in the Senate, Referred to Senate Environment and Energy Committee. 

▪ A114/S1685 – Clarifies that Fish and Game Council has sole authority to regulate freshwater 

fishing, hunting, and trapping.1/11/2022  Introduced And Referred To Assembly Agriculture 

Committee; 2/14/2022 Introduced in the Senate, Referred to Senate Environment and Energy 

Committee 

• Scientific Collection Permits 

o Thirty-six scientific collection permits have been issued in 2022. An additional eight have been 

reviewed and will be processed upon receipt of all required materials. 

 

**SHELLFISHERIES** 

 

 

MFA Outreach, Education, and Communications 

• MFA Website Committee 

o The MFA Website Committee members continue to work on updating and creating content for 

various MFA webpages. 

• New Jersey Seafood Finder Story Map 

o The NJ DEP, Fish and Wildlife staff in collaboration with the NJ Department of Agriculture, 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension, and NJ Sea Grant Consortium representatives continue to work 

on expanding the story map to include more retail markets, wholesale distributors, delivery/pick-

up businesses and restaurants who sell seafood that has been landed, grown or harvested in New 

Jersey. 

• Development of Shellfish and SAV GIS Data Layers 

o Work continues on the development of historic and recent shellfish and SAV data layers in a GIS 

format that will be available to DEP staff and the public.  The data are also expected to be 

incorporated into the Aquaculture Siting Tool (hosted by Rutgers) and the Bay Islands Initiative 

tool (hosted by TNC).  This data is a critical need for improving waterfront development review, 

habitat and fisheries management planning by the Bureau, and for use in deconflicting potential 

aquaculture lease locations and bay island restoration projects (including living shorelines and 

beneficial use of dredge material). 

 

Offshore Wind, Restoration, Enhancement, Mitigation, and Habitat 

• Staff reviewed and provided comments on a Federal Consistency Review of a living shoreline project 

proposed in Sandy Hook.  

• Staff provided SAV mapping interpretations to DLRP staff on two projects looking to construct docks/ 

bulkheads. 

• Shell Recycling Program 
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o Staff continues to coordinate with Shell Recycling Program participants for weekly shell 

collection. 

o Staff worked with Hard Rock Hotel & Casino staff to increase shell collection by obtaining both 

halves of shell being produced in their buffet. Due to the challenges of separating trash from shell 

once it is with the consumer, Hard Rock provided only the top half of the oyster shell that was 

shucked prior to going to the consumer. Beginning in February, both halves will be collected which 

will nearly double the amount of shell collected from this participant. Additionally, a stand-up 

flyer was produced by Hard Rock displaying their involvement with the program and asking for 

consumers to help keep the shell free from trash. 

o Staff participated in the monthly shell recycling working group meeting to discuss the status of 

shell recycling in New Jersey. The meeting was held by the Barnegat Bay Partnership and 

representatives from NGOs, Academia, Industry, State and Municipal government were present. 

The group has developed an outline for what it is looking to accomplish and will work towards 

developing a document outlining best management practices for shell recycling in the State.  

o Staff completed the standard operating procedure for the Shell Recycling Program. The document 

outlines the entire shell recycling process including, adding venues, managing data, physically 

collecting shell, curing standards, and equipment operation and maintenance. Staff will now 

develop a shell planting standard operating procedure, that will outline the annual Mullica River 

shell plant including all prep work, equipment & vessels used, accurate tracking of how much shell 

is being planted, number of staff needed, the loading of shell, physically planting shell, and clean 

up. 

o Staff completed quotes on a barge rental for the 2022 (June/July) shell plant. Staff is working with 

the company and procurement to get all of the appropriate paperwork completed and the barge 

reserved. 

o Staff continues to coordinate with Shell Recycling Program participants for weekly shell 

collection. 

• Staff met with representatives from ACT Engineers and Ocean City High School to discuss a potential 

partnership opportunity using their Bayside Center upweller to grow out oyster seed that would be used 

in enhancement efforts in the Great Egg Harbor estuary. 

• Staff completed the applications for extension of the Bureaus restoration/ enhancement permits. The 

applications have been submitted to the Division of Land Resource Protection.  

• Waterfront Development 

o Staff completed updates to the MRA Waterfront Development Guidance Manual. The manual is 

intended to assist Division of Land Resource Protection staff with reviewing waterfront 

development permit applications that have potential to impact New Jersey’s marine habitat, 

species, and industries. 

o Staff reviewed and provided comments to DLRP staff on several waterfront development permit 

application and modification requests. These applications include: 

▪ A request for a time of the year restriction extension for dredging work in the Great Egg 

Harbor Estuary, Ocean City. 

▪ A request for a time of the year restriction extension for dredging work in the Fortescue 

Creek. 

▪ A maintenance dredging application in Lower Township, Cape May County.  

▪ A request for a time of the year restriction waiver for a bridge replacement in Atlantic City 

▪ A request for a time of the year restriction extension to continue reconstruction of dock 

structures, loading platforms and scour protection at the Liberty terminal in Pennsauken 
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▪ A request for a time of the year restriction extension to allow work to continue on the 

Trenton Water Works Raw Water Intake project after a cofferdam breach delayed the 

project timeline.  

▪ A request to identify appropriate time of the year restrictions for an application to install 

wave screens at Shipyard Marina in Hoboken. 

Aquaculture and Shellfish Leases 

• Regional Shellfish Seed Biosecurity Program (RSSBP) Orientation  

o The RSSBP is a voluntary program collaboratively developed by shellfish growers, scientists, 

extension specialists and State resource managers to foster a common goal of minimizing risks 

associated with interstate transfers of bivalve shellfish.  On February 10, 2022 Bureau staff met 

with the project team developing the Regional Shellfish Seed Biosecurity Program (RSSBP). 

o The RSSBP Hatchery Compliance Program establishes a set of biosecurity Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) for hatcheries and then verifies participating hatchery compliance through an 

inspection/audit. Participating hatcheries that demonstrate compliance with the BMPs, wish to 

move away from batch-to-batch health examinations with the confidence that they have 

established effective biosecurity measures validated via regularly testing and inspection.  

o State agencies may then consider this status in their evaluation of importation requests of seed for 

cultivation or restoration.  Once a state is confident in the compliance and performance, this should 

streamline reviews of seed transfer requests.   

• Shellfish Aquaculture Working Group – Commercial Shellfish Aquaculture Website Committee 

o Bureau of Shellfisheries staff and representatives from various agencies involved in commercial 

shellfish aquaculture permitting, regulations, and outreach continue to work on finalizing the NJ 

Commercial Shellfish Aquaculture website design and content. 

• NJEMS Shellfish Lease Development 

o Staff continue to provide data, testing, and feedback on the development of incorporating the 

leasing database into the NJEMS program. Staff is also working with the Bureau of GIS to allow 

GIS to input data directly into the NJEMS system. 

 

State Fisheries and Quota Management 

• Delaware Bay Oyster Tonging Fishery 

o As of 2/28/22, the total reported harvest was approximately 1,217 bushels, with most of the harvest 

from Nantuxent Cove (~88%. 

o There were 1,750 tags ($3,500) sold across eleven tongers, all of whom reported harvest. 

• 24th Stock Assessment Workshop 2022 – Delaware Bay Oyster Fishery 

o The 2022 SAW was held virtually on February  7, 2022. The Stock Assessment Review Committee 

(SARC) reviewed the 2021 science, survey data, and fishery trends. The SARC recommended the 

following: 

▪ A total starting quota of 76,007 bu.; 

• 24,960 bu. available from the Medium Mortality Market region; 

• 18,231 bu. available from the Shell Rock region; 

• 32,816 bu. available from the High Mortality region. 

o The SARC recommended the following for the Intermediate Transplant Program and the potential 

post-Transplant quota. 

▪ To transplant a total of 19,691 bu. of culled oysters. 

• 2,951 bu. transplanted from the Very Low Mortality region to the Low Mortality 

region. This would move oyster resource from a transplant region to another 
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transplant region as the oysters are in danger of being lost to reduced salinities in 

the northern most beds of the Bay. This transplant would not contribute to the 

potential post-transplant quota. 

• 6,749 bu. transplanted from the Low Mortality region to the Shell Rock region. If 

the Very Low Mortality transplant is not conducted, this transplant would be 

reduced to 3,442 bu. 

• 16,740 bu. transplanted from the Medium Mortality Transplant region to the 

Medium Mortality Market region. 

▪ The potential for an estimated total post-transplant quota of 102,488 bu.; 

• 24,960 bu. available from the Medium Mortality Market region; 

• 24,046 bu. available from the Shell Rock region; 

• 43,025 bu. available from the High Mortality region. 

• Delaware Bay Oyster Fishery – Direct Market Harvest Program 2022 

o The Delaware Bay Section of the NJ Shellfisheries Council set the industry quota and intermediate 

transplant scenario at their March 1, 2022 meeting. The total quota before an intermediate 

transplant occurs is 76,000 bushels (bu.) of oysters. 

o If the transplant is completed, the quota has the potential to be increased to 102,480 bu. from 

increased exploitation rates per managed region. Additional bushels can potentially be added to 

the post-transplant quota dependent on how many market-sized oysters (2.5”+) are moved during 

the transplant. 

o While the fishery is not overfished and remains sustainable, this year's initial quota is a reduction 

of 15.3% relative to 2021 (89,816 bu.) due to natural fluctuations in the oyster population from 

numerous environmental factors. One main driving factor is having less than ideal spat recruitment 

in the last 3-4 years affecting overall and market size abundance. 

o Other items of note are listed below: 

▪ Bushel tags delivered Tuesday, 3/1; 32,000 singles and 4,000 bulk/cages 

▪ Signup to participate March 7-18 

▪ Tags available for purchase & pickup March 21 

▪ Harvest season begins April 4 & closes Nov 25 

• Intermediate Transplant Program 2022 
o The Delaware Bay Section of the NJ Shellfisheries Council accepted the SARC recommendations for the 

Program as outlined above during the March 1, 2022 meeting. 

o Additional items of note are listed below:  

▪ Signup period March 7-18 

▪ Vendors will update their paperwork on NJSTART 

▪ Bureau staff are updating contracts and indemnification, and will set up PO’s 

▪ The Program is scheduled for April 25 to May 6. 

• Hard Clam Management Plan Development 

o The NJ Marine Resources Administration’s (MRA) Bureau of Shellfisheries (Bureau) is in the 

beginning stages of developing a hard clam fishery management plan (FMP) for New Jersey. 
o The Bureau has convened a group of biologists and stock assessment staff who are knowledgeable 

concerning the scientific facts and fishery management issues. This group is called the Plan 

Development Team (PDT) and these staffers are appointed by the MRA to prepare a Fishery 

Management Plan (or amendment to an FMP in future years) for a given species. 
o To assist the PDT, the Bureau and Council are forming a Hard Clam Management Plan Advisory 

Committee based upon the recommendation of the Atlantic Coast Section of the New Jersey 

Shellfisheries Council. This Advisory Committee will serve in an advisory role to staff and Council 
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to provide valuable insight and feedback as the plan is developed.  The Bureau anticipates that it 

will update the Advisory Committee on a quarterly basis during the process of developing the plan 

to provide a forum for feedback and advice. 
o Ultimately, the Shellfisheries Council itself shall formulate and recommend comprehensive 

policies for shellfish resource management plans (and amendments), subject to the approval of the 

Commissioner of the DEP. The Council and Bureau will consider all recommendations offered by 

the Committee.  Council will have an opportunity at the March 2022 meeting to approve or 

disapprove the selection of committee members recommended by the Bureau and Councilman 

Mathis. 
o The PDT met at the end of February to discuss research accomplished to date and to confirm 

objectives for the March meeting. 
 

Buildings, Grounds, Vessels, and Vehicles 

• Boat Maintenance 

o Bureau staff continue to maintain the R/V James W. Joseph and R/V Zephyrus by performing 

regular maintenance, repairs, and equipment upgrades as necessary. 

o The R/V James W. Joseph is scheduled to launch in mid-March to start the 2022 field season in 

late March. 

• Bureau staff continue to maintain state vehicles with routine and scheduled service. 

 

Administrative/Miscellaneous 

• New Administrative Services Representative – Emilie Guzman 

o The Bureau hired an hourly ASR, Emilie Guzman, to provide front office and other administrative 

support to the Bureau’s Nacote Creek Office.  Ms. Guzman has work experience in library science 

and is quickly adjusting to her new position.  We welcome Emilie for assistance with critical front 

office administrative and public service needs. 

• License Sales 

o License sales for the Delaware Bay Office were $5,135.00 in January 2022. Staff continue to 

assist the public with sales over the phone and by email to set up appointments and use COVID 

protocols. 


