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**MARINE FISHERIES** 

 

ASMFC/MAFMC/COOP/NOAA  

• The Delaware River Basin Fish and Wildlife Management Cooperative completed and submitted an updated 

American Shad Sustainable Fishery Management Plan to the ASMFC’s Shad and River Herring Technical 

Committee for review during an April Meeting.  Pending recommendation from the TC, the Plan will be 

presented to the Shad and River Herring Board at the May meeting.  The updated Plan will implement a new 

American shad commercial quota for New Jersey and will reduce the recreation bad limit from two down to 

three fish.  These changes, along with more conservative benchmarks and triggers in response to the latest 

stock assessment would be put in place for the 2023 through 2026 fishing years if approved by the Board. 

• Staff attended the first quarterly meeting of 2022 for the Delaware River COOP via webinar on Tuesday 

March 1st.  Major topics of discussion were spring fieldwork updates, summer fieldwork plans, and the 

potential for a basin wide river herring eDNA study to better understand the current extent of river herring 

habitat use within the basin. 

 

MEETING SUMMARIES  

• Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission-ASMFC (TC, SAS, Boards) 

o The Cobia Technical Committee met via webinar on March 23rd to determine its recommendation 

for the current and future 3-year cobia specification block timeframes. With the current (’20 – ’22) 

block set to expire after this year, the TC would need to recommend specifications for the ’23 – ’25 

block this summer.  However, considering sector allocation and regulatory changes resulting from 

implementation of Addendum I on Jan 1, 2021 (in the middle of the current block), it would be 

difficult to set new specifications.  The TC decided it would recommend a shift to a 2021 – 2023 

quota block, which would better reflect fishery performance under the new Addendum framework.  

Shifting to a block that ends in 2023 would also align well with the next stock assessment planned 

for 2025, where the expected terminal year of the assessment models is 2023 or 2024.   Maintenance 

of the 2.4 million lbs constant annual harvest through 2023 is not expected to present any significant 

overfishing threats, according to models from the 2020 SEDAR stock assessment team. The Board 

will review this recommendation in its May meeting. 

o Administration staff met with the bluefish working group (WG) via conference call. Major topics of 

discussion included follow-ups from a February data workshop. Specifically, detail related to 

commercial landings databases (ACCSP), preliminary ESP indicators, continued work on a forage 

fish index for bluefish, decisions related to commercial dead discards in FL, updates regarding a 

commercial discard mortality rate, and correlational comparisons of composite YOY indices from 

trawls and seine surveys. 

o Administration staff met with the bluefish working group (WG) via conference call. Major topics of 

discussion included follow-ups form a meeting earlier this month. The group discussed continued 

progress on a forage fish index, additional progress related to characterizing recreational release 

length frequencies for the purpose of estimating the weight of dead recreational releases; 

considerable discussion centered on methods to borrow data to fill years with missing data. The 

working group agreed to include additional offshore strata in the NEFSC trawl survey index. 

Decisions were made related to which survey indices to include in the base assessment runs, and 

which to use in sensitivity runs. Great progress was made on life history updates, and associated 

issues related to age data. Finally, the WG made decisions related to a preferred commercial discard 

mortality rate. 
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o Administration staff participated in a meeting of the recreation reform modelers subgroup. Main 

topics of discussion related to outputs from the fleet dynamics and economic model. As public 

hearings for the rec reform effort have advanced, the continued development and refinement of these 

models are expected to aid management implementation in 2023. 

o Working groups within the ASMFC Black Drum Stock Assessment Subcommittee met via webinars 

on March 22 to discuss surveys and data to include as indicators of abundance and range expansion, 

and to review progress on alternative assessment models. Assignments for the indicator working 

group included refinement of age composition data and survey indices as well as preliminary 

correlation analyses between chosen surveys. The alternative model group will continue to work on 

alternative data-poor assessment models and meet again in late April. 

o Staff participated in a call of the Atlantic Sturgeon PRT to go over the backlog of Atlantic Sturgeon 

Compliance Reports that haven’t been reviewed since 2018.  Staff was assigned to review the 

Compliance Reports from the states of Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts.  All states were 

found to be in compliance with the requirements of the Atlantic Sturgeon FMP and the TC will be 

recommending the Board approve them as such at the May meeting.   

o Staff participated in a call of the Shad and River Herring TC on Wednesday March 23rd to kick off 

the work for the upcoming river herring benchmark stock assessment.  Major topics of discussion 

included criteria for data sources to be considered for use in the assessment, methods to be used or 

developed to for assessing the local and coastwide stocks, and future important dates and deadlines.  

States/Agencies are expected to have all of their available river herring data to be submitted by July 

1 of 2022 to be considered for use in the assessment.  A subsequent data workshop will follow after 

the data submission. 

• Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council-MAFMC 

o The Golden and Blueline Tilefish Monitoring Committees met via webinar on March 17th to review 

the most recent commercial and recreational fisheries data and to determine whether modifications 

to the 2023 specifications were warranted.  Both species’ fisheries appear to remain very stable with 

consistent catches, high market values and strong variety in size classes of commercially harvested 

fish.  Though there remains significant uncertainty in recreational data, there is hope that the private 

recreational tilefish permit and reporting requirements, implemented in 2021, will lead to more 

reliable recreational catch estimates in the future.  No new sources of uncertainty were discussed and 

no changes to recreational bag limits or commercial incidental trip limits were proposed.  The MC 

agreed upon the recommendation that 2023 ABC specifications remain at status quo: golden tilefish 

ABC = 1.964 mil lbs/891 mt; blueline tilefish recreational ACL = 73,380 lbs, commercial ACL = 

27,140 lbs. 

• Public Hearings 

o ASMFC held a joint public hearing with New Jersey and Pennsylvania via webinar on March 14, 

2022 to gather public comment on Striped Bass Draft Amendment 7. Of the 90 participants on the 

webinar, about 82% were from New Jersey. There were about 16 participants that provided verbal 

comment. ASMFC used a “live polling” feature on the webinar to allow participants to vote on 

general questions regarding the options in the amendment. The live polling indicated the majority of 

participants would prefer the status quo options regarding the response time if the f-based trigger is 

tripped and for the deferred management options. The majority of participants were not in favor of 

the implementation of seasonal closures to address recreational release mortality. Lastly, the 

majority of participants voted in favor of new restrictions or requirements on conservation 

equivalency, but the polls were pretty divided as to which option was preferred. 

 

INDEPENDENT FISHERIES 
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• Delaware Bay Tagging 

o The Striped Bass Tagging Survey has continued through March. During 10 trips, 58 striped bass and 

11 American shad were tagged. Scale samples were taken from all striped bass. Genetic samples 

were taken from the American shad. Otoliths and stomach samples were taken from one additional 

striped bass. Tagging will continue through April. 

• Eel Surveys 

o The glass eel survey is currently in its eighth week of sampling. As of March 28, the Patcong Creek 

fyke net has been tended 34 times, catching a total of 171,133 glass eels (average of 5,033/day). A 

total of 2,052 individual eels were processed for biological data. The average length was 58.29mm, 

average weight was 0.166g and average pigmentation stage was 1. On March 20, Marine Fisheries 

staff collected 39,283 glass eels in the fyke net which broke the previous one-day total of 38,661 

glass eels caught on March 11, 2006. The preliminary CPUE (geometric mean) for 2022 ranks as #1 

in the 21-year timeseries. A total of 156 green eels were also caught in the fyke net. The Nacote 

Creek collector has been tended 31 times, catching a total of 974 glass eels. Of those, 627 eels were 

processed for biological data. The average length was 57.72mm, average weight was 0.162g and 

average pigmentation stage was 1. The survey will continue through the first two weeks of April. 

o Preparation has begun for the yellow eel pot survey which is expected to begin on April 18. 

• Herring Surveys 

o The River Herring Survey has completed one full month of gillnet sampling. A mild winter seems to 

have kicked off the spring spawning run a little earlier than usual.  The catches this March have been 

some of the highest on record with a total of with 180 alewife caught on the Great Egg Harbor River 

and 44 caught on the Maurice.  These March totals nearly equal, or exceed, the average yearly total 

catches for each river at 127 alewife and 55 alewife, respectively.  

• Horseshoe Crab Survey 

o The annual Horseshoe Crab Spawning Survey meeting took place on March 16th, 2022 to discuss the 

data from last year and any changes for the upcoming survey. The dates and times for the 2022 

Horseshoe Crab Spawning Survey have been received.  

• Sturgeon Receivers 

o All acoustic receivers, buoys, blocks, and lines have been prepared for the 2022 sturgeon receiver 

deployment.  Due to mechanical issues with the R/V James Joseph, the deployment had to be 

delayed and will be taking place the week of April 11th with the usual Fish and Wildlife website 

notice going out to the public. 

o Staff participated in a call with staff from the USFWS looking to develop an acoustic receiver 

project targeted at understanding Atlantic sturgeon habitat use within the Newark Bay Complex, 

Arthur Kill, and Kill Van Kull.  USFWS staff are in the initial fact finding portion of developing 

their survey plan and staff gave them an overview of the acoustic receiver project maintained by the 

Bureau in Delaware Bay including costs, what sort of time commitments to expect, and what survey 

protocols have and haven’t worked in the past. 

 

DEPENDENT FISHERIES 

• Access Point Angler Intercept Survey-APAIS 

o Sampling for the 2022 APAIS began March 1. The draw for March consisted of 61 site assignments 

and 3 headboat assignments that yielded a total of 31 intercepts (19SH, 0CH, 5PR, 7HB). Two of the 

drawn headboat assignments cancelled due to weather.  

o Staff conducted interviews on March 10 and 11 for two contract ASMFC/ACCSP positions. These 

positions will cover the majority of 2022 add-on site assignments. Candidates were selected and 

submitted to ASMFC for hiring approval, expected start date is April 1. 2022.  
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o Staff continue to make updates to the Vessel Directory and Site Register in preparation for Wave 3.  

o Staff are on track to complete the first round of mandatory quality checks by late April.   

o March mileage is being validated and submitted for reimbursement.   

• For-Hire Telephone Survey-FHTS 

o Staff began sampling for 2022. It will be the third year New Jersey has conducted the FHTS. 96 

vessels were drawn and 39 responded resulting in a response rate of 40.6%. An average of 3.8 calls 

per vessel resulted in ~368 calls made.    

o Staff trained and received help from a new interviewer.  

o Staff began vessel directory maintenance by reviewing and submitting vessels that renewed or 

bought new HMS Charter/headboat permits for 2022.   

• NJ Saltwater Recreational Registry Program-NJSRRP/Volunteer Angler Survey-VAS 

o As of March 31, 2022, there were 37,687 individuals and 353 for-hire vessels registered with the 

New Jersey Saltwater Recreational Registry Program (NJSRRP) for 2022. (Last month: February 28, 

2022, there were 24,104 individuals and 266 for-hire vessels registered for 2022). 

• Striped Bass Bonus Program-SBBP 

o Preparations for the 2022 SBBP are being finalized. The 2022 application period is expected to 

begin mid-April. Staff are continuing to finalize data from 2021 logbooks and harvest reports and 

expect to finish by the first week of April.  

 

OUTREACH 

• The second draft of the 2022 Marine Digest was edited by Marine Fisheries staff and comments were 

submitted to I&E on March 11. The third draft of the Digest was edited by staff and comments were 

submitted on March 24. At this point, most layout and content issues have been addressed. The fourth draft 

is expected during the first week of April. Staff will concentrate on updating recreational fishing regulations 

once it is received. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

• Wind Energy 

o Staff continued to coordinate with other state and federal entities on the Bureau of Ocean Energy 

Management (BOEM) Central Atlantic (CA) Planning Area and hosted a meeting on March 3 to 

discuss data needs.  

o Staff continued to work on the New Jersey Research and Monitoring Initiative (RMI). 

▪ Meetings were held weekly to discuss projects that are being considered with the internal 

RMI team.  

▪ Meetings were held with researchers to discuss preproposals.  

▪ Staff continued to develop concepts and proposals for funding (acoustic telemetry, eDNA, 

recreational fishing economics). 

▪ MRA staff are working with the Division of Science and Research and the Office of 

Permitting and Project Navigation to develop a website for the RMI. A draft version went 

live in March. 

▪ The process for project funding continued to be refined. 

▪ Staff attended a webinar to inform our research priorities, NYSERDA Learning from the 

Experts: Research Priorities for Offshore Wind. 

▪ Staff presented information about ongoing project development to the Steering Committee on 

March 24. 

▪ One new research project has been approved for funding by the Steering Committee, Passive 

Acoustic Monitoring for Cetaceans in the NY/NJ Bight. 
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o Staff provided support to the Commissioner’s Office. 

▪ Staff continued to work with GIS specialists from the Director’s Office to update the 

Offshore Wind GeoHub and maps used by the Department.  

▪ Staff attended a meeting with the NJ Wind Institute on March 8 for information sharing. The 

Wind Institute is engaged in workforce development, and staff requested a follow up meeting 

regarding mitigation of socio-economic impacts to the commercial fishing industry and 

environmental justice related to offshore wind. 

▪ Staff assisted with planning and facilitating the March 31 meeting of the NJ Environmental 

Resources Working Group and made a brief presentation on the Central Atlantic Offshore 

Wind Planning Area. 

o Staff continued to coordinate with Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind (ASOW) and Ocean Wind (OW).  

▪ Staff facilitated a meeting on March 21 to coordinate on ocean sensing between both 

developers and the RMI. 

▪ Staff continued to work with Ocean Wind on their Benthic Monitoring Plan. A meeting was 

held with the developer on March 3. 

▪ Staff completed a preliminary review of the Ocean Wind Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement.  

▪ Biweekly permitting meetings were initiated with Ocean Wind 2. 

o Staff continued to coordinate internally and attended the bimonthly OSW Coordination Team 

meeting on March 2 and held the MRA offshore wind team meeting on March 14. 

o Staff continued to coordinate with regional groups dedicated to offshore wind and Fish and Wildlife.  

▪ Staff continued to collaborate on a regional approach to passive acoustic monitoring of large 

whales. A workshop was developed over several months and held on March 7 and 9. 

▪ Staff met with the DSR, NYSERDA’s E-TWG, and NYSERDA’s F-TWG to discuss 

coordinating on our glider (ocean sensing), passive acoustic monitoring, and Motus projects 

(bird and bat monitoring). 

▪ On March 10, staff attended a meeting with officials, regulators, and scientists from the 

Netherlands, hosted by the Clean Energy States Alliance. Scientists from the Netherlands 

presented some of their research related to offshore wind impacts. Staff made a presentation 

about our regional research and monitoring efforts. 

▪ Staff participated in the Regional Wildlife Science Collaborative’s (formerly the Regional 

Wildlife Science Entity) State Sector Caucus on March 18.  

▪ Staff participated in the March 23 meeting of the NYSERDA Fisheries Technical Working 

Group. 

o Staff has been in discussion with faculty at Rutgers University regarding an opportunity to have a 

graduate student intern with the Marine Resources Administration. The student is interested in 

marine fisheries, offshore wind, and relating environmental data to fishery resources using state 

surveys.  

o Staff reviewed permit applications for offshore wind preconstruction geotechnical borings in the 

Barnegat Bay and met with the applicant and the Bureau of Coastal Permitting to resolve issues 

related to timing restrictions for migratory fish. 

o Staff presented offshore wind updates to the Atlantic Coast Shellfish Council meeting on March 21. 

o Staff attended a seminar on the effects of climate change on recreational fishing hosted by Rhode 

Island Sea Grant on March 23. Experts in fisheries and climate change discussed how recreational 

species are changing in distribution and abundance over time. 

 

ADMINISTRATION/MISCELLANEOUS 
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• Regulatory/Legislative 

o Notice of Administrative Change (NOAC) 

▪ Three NOACs were drafted to change management measures for the recreational summer 

flounder, scup and black sea bass fisheries. The changes will be reviewed for approval by the 

NJ Marine Fisheries Council at their April 7, 2022, meeting. 

o Rulemakings 

▪ A Rule Proposal Launch Meeting was held on March 15, 2022, to discuss a new rulemaking 

proposal to amend N.J.A.C. 7:25-18.1(p) to include “gear types and gear restrictions” within 

the list of provisions authorized to be changed by notice to meet ASMFC Atlantic Coastal 

Sharks Board requirement to use non-offset, corrodible, non-stainless steel circle hooks when 

fishing for sharks recreationally in state waters. The Proposal is under review with the 

Department’s OLA. The target filing date per the NJ Register schedule is May 19, 2022, for 

the June 21, 2022, issue of the NJ Register. 

▪ MRA rule team continues to develop a new multispecies rule proposal amending N.J.A.C. 

7:25-18.5A Artificial reefs, along with other subchapters and sections pertaining to marine 

fisheries. Marine Fisheries-related rules will be reorganized under N.J.A.C. 7:25B. 

o Implementation of new rules 

▪ In accordance with the new crab pot and dredge license transfer rules adopted in December 

2021, MRA randomly selected applicants to transfer his/her license to a non-immediate 

family member through a lottery instituted on March 22, 2022, with the Captain of Marine 

Law Enforcement and the Chief of the Bureau of Marine Fisheries witnessing. Notification 

letters were sent to all selected license holders and their named recipients/transferees. 

Unsuccessful licensees will have other opportunities to transfer in subsequent years. The 

Bureau of Marine Fisheries will process 2022 license transfers to non-immediate family as 

follows: 

• Three Active Crab Pot/Trot Line License transfers – no lottery instituted because only 

three applications were received for 2022. Up to 20 active crab pot license transfers 

may be processed per year. 

o To qualify as an active commercial crab harvester, 200 bushels of hard crabs 

or 2,000 peelers must have been harvested in the previous year; 

• Five Inactive Crab Pot License transfers; 

• Five Delaware Bay Crab Dredge License transfers;  

o Legislative Activity 

▪ A 3605 – Reduces residency requirement for resident hunting licenses from six months to 60 

days. 03/17/22—Introduced, ref to Asm Agriculture & Food Security. 

▪ A3625 – Revises "Administrative Procedure Act" concerning socio economic impact 

statements for proposed rulemaking. 03/17/22—Introduced, ref to Asm Agriculture & Food 

Security. 

▪ S2281 – Requires State agency to identify at least two existing rules for repeal for every one 

new rule adopted. 03/17/22—Introduced, ref to Asm Tourism & Gaming. 

▪ SR67 – Urges Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission to continue prohibiting harvest 

of female horseshoe crabs. 03/07/22—Introduced, ref to Sen Environment & Energy.  

03/14/22—Reported, 2nd reading in Sen. 

▪ A3555 – Prohibits the use of drones by law enforcement entities. 03/10/22—Introduced, ref 

to Asm Homeland Security. 

▪ SJR73 – Designates first full week of June each year as "New Jersey Fishing and Boating 

Week." 3/7/2022 - Introduced and referred to Senate Environment and Energy Committee 
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▪ S2204 – Requires DEP to provide for annual suppression of black flies along Delaware 

River. 03/07/22—Introduced, ref to Sen Environment & Energy. 

▪ Proposes constitutional amendment to preserve right of people to fish, hunt, trap and harvest 

fish and wildlife. 

o Congressional Activity 

▪ HR6785/S3664 – To assist in the conservation of the North Atlantic right whale by 

supporting and providing financial resources for North Atlantic right whale conservation 

programs and projects of persons with expertise required for the conservation of North 

Atlantic right whales, and for other purposes. Introduced and referred to the House 

Committee on Natural Resources 2/18/2022; referred to Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, 

and Wildlife 3/2/2022; Subcommittee hearings held 3/17/2022. 

• Scientific Collection Permits 

o Fifty scientific collecting permits have been issued in 2022. An additional six have been reviewed 

and will be processed upon receipt of all required materials. 
• HOT TOPICS/Miscellaneous 

o Administration staff participated in the Introductory Fisheries Science for Stakeholders (IFISSH) as 

a lecturer on marine fisheries management in NJ. Staff provided details related to the NJ marine 

fisheries council and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. Participants asked great 

questions.  

o Staff fulfilled a data request for Cornell University. The data request included Striped Bass Bonus 

Program log data and striped bass biological data from 2011 to 2020. The objective of the study is to 

determine the effect changing harvest size limits has on projected striped bass mortality. 

o Staff interviewed six applicants for two hourly/seasonal technician positions. One hourly position 

will be dedicated to assisting with the administration of the Striped Bass Bonus Program and the 

other seasonal position will assist with Bureau field projects. New hire paperwork has been 

completed and submitted to HR by one selected candidate. The other selected candidate is expected 

to complete and submit the New Hire paperwork during the first week of April. 

 

**SHELLFISHERIES** 

 

MRA Outreach, Education, and Communications 

• MRA Website Committee 

o The MRA Website Committee members continue to work on updating and creating content for 

various MRA webpages. 

• New Jersey Seafood Finder Story Map 

o The NJDEP Fish and Wildlife staff in collaboration with the NJ Department of Agriculture, 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension, and NJ Sea Grant Consortium representatives continue to work 

on expanding the story map to include more retail markets, wholesale distributors, delivery/pick-

up businesses and restaurants who sell seafood that has been landed, grown or harvested in New 

Jersey. 

 

Offshore Wind, Restoration, Enhancement, Mitigation, and Habitat 

• Staff reviewed and provided comments on documents from Ocean Wind including Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement, Benthic Monitoring and SAV Monitoring Plans. 

• Shell Recycling Program 
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o Staff continues to coordinate with Shell Recycling Program participants for weekly shell 

collection. 

o Staff received the proper purchase orders, and the barge for the annual Mullica River shell plant 

will be delivered on June 15, 2022. 

• Staff coordinated with Ocean County Soil Conservation District (OCSCD) staff on their proposal for 

funding entitled “Conservation Opportunities Advancing Sustainable Technologies for Aquaculture 

Leases.” The proposal intended for the National Resources Conservation Service, looks to fund the 

growth of farm raised shellfish and the placement of them on State managed oyster beds by commercial 

aquaculture leaseholders. Staff identified and assisted OCSCD staff with identifying any concerns with 

the proposal. Staff will continue to coordinate with OCSCD staff as the project progresses. 

• Staff worked with the Bureau Outreach Coordinator and website team to provide feedback on the 

shellfish enhancement webpages and content for the redesigned New Jersey DEP Fish & Wildlife 

website. 

• Staff attended a virtual meeting with representatives from Rutgers University and the Pew Charitable 

Trusts to discuss the oyster purchasing programs implemented by both agencies in 2020/2021 and the 

future of restorative aquaculture programs in New Jersey. Staff provided feedback based on the previous 

iterations of these programs, and and outlined potential requirements/ modifications that should be 

considered for future programs. Staff will continue to coordinate with these groups as applications and 

funding sources are developed.  

• Staff received notice from the Division of Land Resource Protection that the applications for extending 

the Bureaus restoration/enhancement permits were received and upon review are being granted 

extension through 2027. 

• Environmental Review/ Waterfront Development 

o Staff reviewed and provided comments to DLRP staff on several waterfront development permit 

application and modification requests. These applications include:  

▪ A shoreline stabilization project at the PSE&G generating station in Burlington County, 

along the Delaware River.  

▪ A living shoreline project along Watson Creek in Hamilton Township, Mercer County 

▪ Mordecai Island shoreline stabilization Federal Consistency 

• Staff virtually attended the 31st annual Zosterapalooza hosted by the EPA. This event brings together 

scientists and practitioners in the seagrass community to discuss the latest seagrass research and 

practices, and allows for networking opportunities with other practitioners. The event is one full day and 

has presenters from various government agencies, non-government agencies, and academia. 

• F&W OIS Point of Contact Initial Meeting 

o Point of Contact staff for the Bureau attended a short meeting on GIS resources and needs.  A 

summary of GIS needs and tasks was provided prior to the meeting. 

• GIS Data Development with F&W OIS 

o Bureau staff continued working with F&W OIS to advance the development of historical and 

current shellfish and SAV resource maps for the Atlantic Coastal estuaries. This is a complex 

and comprehensive endeavor that requires regular back-and-forth communication with OIS as 

Bureau staff make or request adjustments to the data.  The final products will be useful to DLRP 

and MRA for permit application review, and will be incorporated into at least 2 online planning 

tools under development by 3rd party entities: 1) RU Aquaculture Planning Tool and 2) TNC’s 

Bay Island Initiative planning tool.  The information is will also be useful to the USACE for their 

Back Bay Flood Risk Mitigation Study. 

Aquaculture and Shellfish Leases 
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• Shellfish Aquaculture Working Group – Commercial Shellfish Aquaculture Website Committee 

o Bureau of Shellfisheries staff and representatives from various agencies involved in commercial 

shellfish aquaculture permitting, regulations, and outreach continue to work on finalizing the NJ 

Commercial Shellfish Aquaculture website design and content. 

• NJEMS Shellfish Lease Development 

o Staff continue to provide data, testing, and feedback on the development of incorporating the 

leasing database into the NJEMS program. Staff is also working with the Bureau of GIS to allow 

GIS to input data directly into the NJEMS system. 

 

State Fisheries and Quota Management 

• Delaware Bay Oyster Tonging Fishery 

o As of 3/15/22, the total reported harvest was approximately 1,349 bushels, with most of the 

harvest from Nantuxent Cove (~89%). 

o As of 4/12/22, there were 2,050 tags ($4,100) sold across eleven tongers, all of whom reported 

harvest. There were 400 tags sold in March. 

o The Tonging season ends April 30. 

• Delaware Bay Oyster Fishery – Direct Market Harvest Program 2022 

o The Delaware Bay Section of the NJ Shellfisheries Council set the industry quota and 

intermediate transplant scenario at their March 1, 2022 meeting. The total quota before an 

intermediate transplant occurs is 76,000 bushels (bu.) of oysters. 

o While the fishery is not overfished and remains sustainable, this year's initial quota is a reduction 

of 15.3% relative to 2021 (89,816 bu.) due to natural fluctuations in the oyster population from 

numerous environmental factors. One main driving factor is having less than ideal spat 

recruitment in the last 3-4 years affecting overall and market size abundance. 

o Other items of note are listed below: 

▪ 10 participants and all 80 licenses signed up to participate in March 

▪ Bushel tags delivered Tuesday, 3/1; 32,000 singles and 4,000 bulk/cages 

▪ 950 bu. is the starting individual quota 

▪ 15,700 total bushel tags were sold: 4,108 single and 483 cage tags. 

▪ Tags were available for purchase & pickup March 21 

▪ Harvest season begins April 4 & closes Nov 25 

• 2022 Intermediate Transplant Program 

o The Delaware Bay Section approved the following SARC recommendations for the 2022 

Transplant. 

▪ To transplant a total of 19,691 bu. of culled oysters. 

▪ 2,951 bu. transplanted from the Very Low Mortality region to the Low Mortality region. 

This would move oyster resource from a transplant region to another transplant region as 

the oysters are in danger of being lost to reduced salinities in the northern most beds of 

the Bay. This transplant would not contribute to the potential post-transplant quota. 

▪ 6,749 bu. transplanted from the Low Mortality region to the Shell Rock region. If the 

Very Low Mortality transplant is not conducted, this transplant would be reduced to 

3,442 bu. 

▪ 16,740 bu. transplanted from the Medium Mortality Transplant region to the Medium 

Mortality Market region. 

o 2 Participants signed up in March 

o PO’s were set up for $40,000 each 
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o Paperwork was updated in NJSTART, and Contract & Indemnification signed & returned, EEO 

AA302 Form ($150 fee, valid for 7 years) 

o Begins April 25 and ends May 6. 

 

Buildings, Grounds, Vessels, and Vehicles 

• Boat Maintenance 

o Bureau staff continue to maintain the R/V James W. Joseph and R/V Zephyrus by performing 

regular maintenance, repairs, and equipment upgrades as necessary. 

o The R/V James W. Joseph is scheduled to launch in mid-March to start the 2022 field season in 

late March. 

• Bureau staff continue to maintain state vehicles with routine and scheduled service. 

 

Administrative/Miscellaneous 

• Staff attended a state contract management and purchasing information session. The session went over 

many of the processes involved with purchasing, however it seemed to be intended for staff more 

familiar with the purchasing process and requirements. Staff worked with other Bureau staff that were in 

attendance to get clarification on some of the items discussed, as well as to inquire about future training 

opportunities that will assist those that are unfamiliar with purchasing. 

• New Front Desk Agency Services Representative 

o Emilie Guzman began working at the very of February as a part-time Agency Services 

Representative for the front desk at Nacote Creek.  She is doing well in the role. 

• License Sales 

o License sales for the Delaware Bay Office were $37,604.00 in March 2022. Direct Market oyster 

tag sales made up 83.5% of sales. 

 


