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HABITAT PLANNING

Melissa Woerner

Northern Region

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner met with a member of the Chester Game Association to discuss a lead
reclamation project they want to conduct. A Land Management Review (LMR) was submitted for lead
reclamation activities on a portion of the Black River Wildlife Management Area (WMA) that backs up to their
private trap range.

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner hosted a meeting with Bureau of Wildlife Management (BWM) biologists to
discuss habitat management projects on northern WMAs.

Central Region

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner attended the monthly meeting of the Barnegat Bay Partnership Estuarine
Habitats Working Group meeting.

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner requested bids for planting approximately 97 acres at the Assunpink WMA.
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner assisted the winning bidder with Delegated Purchasing Authority (DPA)
paperwork and secured a purchase order for the upcoming work. Fields will be planted with a mix of native
warm season grasses and pollinator plants.

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner requested bids for planting approximately 26 acres at the Medford WMA.
Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner met on site with one potential bidder.

Sealed bids were obtained for the purchase of approximately 6,300 pounds of seed for plantings at Assunpink,
Medford, Manasquan, and Stafford Forge WMAs. Approximately 873 pounds of native wildflower seed has
been purchased and delivered. The remaining seed will be ordered pending updates to required paperwork.

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner hosted a meeting with BWM biologists to discuss habitat management
projects on central WMASs.

All Regions/Miscellaneous

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner attended a meeting with the Office of Leases and Concessions to learn
about the new use of the New Jersey Environmental Management System (NJEMS) for farm lease
information.

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner attended a meeting to discuss the WMA habitat patch layer for the WMA
planning grant.

Habitat Planner Melissa Woerner participated in Assistant Commissioner Dave Golden’s Staff Advisory
Committee meeting.



Tyler Kinney

Southern Region

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney organized the second internal stakeholder meeting for the Lenape and
Buckshutem Forest Stewardship Plans, which will occur on May 2™. Management prescriptions will be
reviewed at this meeting. Additionally, the management prescription review email was sent to external
stakeholders.

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney reviewed, updated, and created webpages for the new website.

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney met with contractors to review the project site of the land clearing operation
behind the Makepeace Lake WMA shotgun range. Bids are due May 13, 2022.

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney attended to several matters regarding the farm lease program, including sending
in-kind service packets via certified mail and email, attending to access issues, and posting of signage on
properties.

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney attended a meeting to review design options for the Baypoint shoreline
restoration.

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney attended the April 2022 South Jersey Waterfowlers meeting. South Jersey
Waterfowlers were updated on waterfowl related habitat projects in the southern region and were given the
opportunity to discuss concerns related to WMAs and waterfowl hunting.

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney assembled several presentations, including slides for the May 2022 Fish and
Game Council Meeting, NJ Forest Task Force Meeting, and Earth Day Celebration at the Salem River Inn.

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney drafted an abstract to present at the 2022 Northeast Transportation and Wildlife
Conference.

All Reqgions

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney attended a meeting on the development of the Natural Working Lands Strategy
document.

Habitat Planner Tyler Kinney attended a meeting to review farm lease program information on NJEMS.



NORTHERN REGION

Vacant, Regional Superintendent
Jim Hartobey, Crew Supervisor
Imre Bene, Sr. Wildlife Worker

Robert Bodnar, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Mark DeVito, Sr. Wildlife Worker

Trevor Hull, Heavy Equipment Operator

Christopher Murphy, Crew Supervisor
Bill DeYoung, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Septembio Garo, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Jonathan Kenney, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Randy Ujvary, Wildlife Worker
Stephen Wilson, Sr. Wildlife Worker

Staff continue trout stocking throughout northern region which is now consuming most of the available staff
time.

Staff continue to make improvements to the Columbia Dam site. Both access points are free of overgrown
brush and trees and two new gates have been installed. Parking lots have been expanded from 2 car to 8
car capacities on the Warrington Roadside. 25 tons of stones was brought to the area to complete the
parking lot and pothole repairs. A grass seed mixed with rye was planted on both sides of the road to
stabilize the soil.

Staff continue to deal with and remove dangerous trees. Midhurst tree company removed trees at the
Pequest WMA that were threating safety and property.

Staff finished updating the CDL clearinghouse log forms for the region.
Staff oversaw the demolition of the brood house at the Rockport Game Farm.

Staff continue to work with professional rock climbers that will be attempting to remove graffiti on the rock
face at the Wildcat Ridge WMA.

Staff are working with the Office of Resource Development and Fresh Water Fisheries on emergency
repairs to the Clinton WMA Pond Dam. The repairs will require a lake lowering permit and access to the
back side of the pond. A fish salvage will occur prior to lowering the lake for repairs.



CENTRAL REGION

Pete Winkler, Regional Superintendent
Wendy Barbuck, Agency Services Rep. 1

Bill Torry, Crew Supervisor WMAs
Timothy Crotchfelt, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Zachary Mahon, Wildlife Worker
Tim Ruth, Wildlife Worker

Mike Haines, Crew Supervisor Equipment Operations
Anthony Carben, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Brian Kubin, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Robert Madden, Heavy Equipment Operator

Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler attended the virtual Board of Directors Meeting at the Horse Park of
New Jersey and for the Lighthouse Center for Natural Resource Education representing Fish and Wildlife.

Crews began maintenance and mowing of road edges and fields throughout the Central Region WMAs.
Crews continue stocking trout following the 2022 stocking plan.

Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler has been filling in as the Northern Regional Superintendent since Sue
Predl retired.

The project was awarded for the renovation of the Point Pleasant Fishing Access site. Plans for the redesign
included updated parking, boat ramp, fishing dock and living shoreline. A kickoff meeting was conducted on
4/19. The site will be closed for construction shortly after Memorial Day weekend.

Staff completed the Pheasant/Quail stocking schedule for 2023.

Crews are working with the New Jersey Forest Fire Service to conduct prescribed burnings at WMAs
throughout the Central Region.

A contractor for the Webs Mill Beaver deceiver was contacted to fix the flooding problems within the
Greenwood WMA.

Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler attended the Northeast Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies
(NEAFWA) conference as tech support.

All Central Region Bureau of Land Management (BLM) staff Electronic Personnel Activity Reporting System
(EPARS) were completed on schedule.

Regional Superintendent Pete Winkler confirmed the boundaries of a Conservation Easement at the
Alexauken Creek WMA.

Crews are prepping for spring pollinator and food plot plantings.

Staff continue to issue Field Trial and Special Use Permits consistent with the latest State issued Covid-19
related Executive Orders.

The following groups and activities utilized the Assunpink Conservation Center and the Central Office Meeting
Room during this reporting period:

NJ Federation by Law Committee
NJSFSC Fed Meeting
NJSFSC State Meeting
Trapper Education
Mercer County
Wildlife Rehabilitator Meeting
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Fur Harvesters
Fur Sewing
Trapper Education Instructor Meeting
oIS
Mosquito Control
Forestry
Bureau of Business Administration
Bureau of Land Management
Conservation Law Enforcement Officers Interviews
4-H
United Bow Hunters of NJ
Information and Education - Web Design
Hunting Digest



SOUTHERN REGION

Nathan Figley, Regional Superintendent

Brad Heffley, Crew Supervisor
Sean Clayton, Sr. Wildlife Worker

Dan Baker, Crew Supervisor
Steve Dobrosky, Heavy Equipment Operator
Jennings Jones, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Erin Peek, Heavy Equipment Operator

Mason Reeves, Crew Supervisor
Nicholas Carros, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Rich Ingraldi, Sr. Wildlife Worker
Jeffrey Wettstein, Sr. Repairer

Seasonal - Curt Riggins
Southern region crews continue performing routine trash clean-up at boat ramps, shooting ranges, and other
high use WMAs. During this reporting period there seems to be an increase in illegal dumping. There have
been numerous complaints received from the public and other government agencies, in addition to the piles
that staff are coming across while completing field work.

Provided the Bureau of Law Enforcement (BLE) staff with clean-up costs for a dumping case.

The road grader was taken in for service and will be moved to complete work in Peaslee, Higbee Beach,
Beaver Swamp, and Cape May Coastal Wetlands WMAs.

Road crew staff worked on cutting back overhanging branches to improve access on WMA roads.
Staff continue to issue Field Trial and Special Use Permits.

Senior Repairer Jeff Wettstein is working on repairs to multiple docks and viewing platforms. He also fixed
fence slats that were broken on multiple portable toilet enclosures.

Staff have cleared roads of downed trees that were inhibiting access to boat ramps and WMA parking areas.

Staff have been busy stocking trout throughout the Southern Region. Approximately 20 fish were lost due to
the failure of a regulator valve on a transfer tank (tank in back of pick-up truck). Necessary repairs were made,
and spare parts were purchased to keep in the vehicle for future stockings.

Regional Superintendent Nathan Figley provided a monthly report to Dam Safety for the no name dam located
on the Salem River WMA.

Winslow Crew completed work grading a parking area in White Oak Branch WMA.

Staff continues to monitor the Matt's Landing Dike in the Heislerville WMA. Sacrificial material was placed in
a sinkhole until a permanent fix to the problem is completed. Regional Superintendent Nathan Figley and
Bureau Chief Jason Hearon met to discuss a beneficial reuse project that will bolster the dike.

Regional Superintendent Nathan Figley attended the NEAFWA conference, working at the registration table
and as an Audio/Visual Operator during presentations.

The Salem, Winslow, and Millville Crews spent time preparing fields for planting. Preparations included
plowing, mowing, working with New Jersey Forest Fire Service on prescribed burns, and removing woody
vegetation from fields and field edges.



Windblown sand has been an issue at the Money Island Restoration Project. Staff are currently receiving
bids for additional dune fencing and posts to install a zig-zag pattern of fencing on the seaward side of the
dune, to reduce/eliminate this issue.

The Holly Farm Design Committee provided final comments to the Holly Farm design plan.

Congratulations to Rich Ingraldi, who was recently hired into the title of Wildlife Worker. He will officially begin
his career with New Jersey Fish and Wildlife on May 9, 2022 and will be a great addition to the Bureau of
Land Management Team. Rich has been working as a seasonal for the last 6-years, comes from a farming
background and is skilled in the operation and maintenance of equipment.

Meetings Attended: BLM Staff Weekly, BLM/BLE monthly, Bay Point and Money Island Meeting, Cumberland
County Sportsmens Federation, Friends of Lake Audrey, Habitat Planning Meeting.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SECTION

LAND ACQUISITIONS

Lisa Carben, Executive Assistant

The following lands have been acquired by the State and have been assigned to the Division of Fish and
Wildlife during this period.



