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STUDY PLAN I. WHITE-TAILED DEER 
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Megan McCafferty, Biologist Trainee (Southern Region) 

 

Annual Deer Harvest (Job I-A) 

 

The final 2021-22 Deer Harvest data was presented by C. Stanko at the Fish and Game Council meeting on 

April 12, 2022. 

 

Special Areas  

 

Project staff continued open communication with Special Areas to prepare for the 2022-23 deer season. 

 

J. Powers began providing final harvest numbers to multiple municipal and county deer management 

programs.  

 

Extension Activities 

  

Project staff attended the 3-day Northeast Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies conference in Long 

Branch, NJ. Staff helped work the convention and represented Fish and Wildlife as well as attended 

presentations on CWD, management efforts in surrounding states, and possible methods for early detection 

of CWD.  

 

Other Activities  

 

Project staff continues to work on the detailed process of looking up links from the current website in  

preparation for streamlining links for the new website. Staff attended a virtual website meeting with Oxford. 

 

J. Powers provided edited website secondary pages to J. Sloan. 

 

Project staff attended the virtual Fish and Game Council Meeting where the 2021-22 Deer Harvest data was 

presented. 

 

M. McCafferty and M. Mills assisted with trout stocking across the state. 

 

M. McCafferty and M. Mills assisted with nuisance turkey trapping and banding. 
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Community Based Plan for Management of Suburban Deer Populations: Job I-C 

 

All permits issued (except for Joint Base MDL) have ended. Cull totals are as follows.  

Note: Essex County Parks did not execute their permit for the second year in a row because of COVID-19 

activities. 

 
Year

Antlered Antlerless Total Antlered Antlerless Total Antlered Antlerless Total Antlered Antlerless Total Antlered Antlerless Total

2022 0 5 5 Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled 59 88 147 2 6 8 0 36 36

Bernards, Somerset County Essex County Parks Princeton, Mercer County Joint Base McGuire Dix Lakehurst Mercer County Parks

 
 

 

STUDY PLAN III.  UPLAND WILDLIFE AND FURBEARERS 

Ted Nichols, Supervising Biologist 

James Sloan, Senior Biologist 

Joseph R. Garris, Wildlife Technician I 

Alexandrea Nickel, Seasonal Technician 

 

Objective 1 – Conduct annual or periodic monitoring programs of the upland game and furbearer 

resource, their users, and the habitats on which they depend. 

 

Hunter and Trapper Harvests 

Hunter and Trapper Harvest, Recreational and Economic Surveys (Job III-B) 

 

A total of 45 coyotes harvest mortalities were recorded via the Aspira (AHRS) reporting system or coyote 

reports received directly by Division offices for the segment. A chart showing method of harvest/mortality 

for the segment, including 5 vehicle mortalities, is below. 

  

For the 2021-22 coyote seasons there have been a total of 506 coyotes harvests reported (as of 4/14/22) and a 

total of 50 gray foxes. The 2022 coyote harvest is a fiscal year new record. The previous high coyote harvest 

was in 2020, and a total of 400 coyote mortalities were recorded that FY. Coyote trapping and special permit 

season hunting season ended on March 15. Coyote season will open again concurrent with Spring Turkey 

season. A coyote can be harvested incidental to turkey hunting. 

 

Method Coyote 

Archery 0 

Trapping 45 

Muzzleloading 

Rifle 0 

Modern Rifle 0 

Shotgun 0 

Vehicle 5 

 Totals 50 

 

The 2021-22 Trapper Harvest Survey was mailed on March 15, 2022. At present about 35% (438/1270) of 

the mailed surveys have been returned to the project and the data from the responses have been entered into a 



3 

 

database for analysis. A total of 19 of the mailed Trapper Harvest surveys were returned as undeliverable. 

The Trapper Harvest Survey response period will end on April 15. 

 

Wild Turkey 

J. Sloan met with West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Ohio turkey biologists on April 11th to discuss 

questions regarding upcoming research studies in these states. Monthly meetings are scheduled to keep states 

updated on research progress.  

 

Objective 2 – To participate in business meetings and monitoring programs of the National Bobwhite 

Technical Committee (NBTC), Northeast Fur Resources Technical Committee (NEFRTC), Northeast 

Upland Game Bird Technical Committee (NEUGBTC), and Short-leaf Pine Initiative (SPI). 

   

Northeast Upland Game Bird Technical Committee (NEUGBTC) 

J. Sloan, as the Tech Committee chair, attended the Northeast Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies the 

week of April 3rd and gave the Northeast Upland Game Bird Technical Committee’s annual report to the 

NEAFWA administrators. 

  

National Wild Turkey Federation Technical Committee  

J. Sloan met with other National Wild Turkey Federation Technical Committee members to discuss 

upcoming research endeavors on March 28th. Discussions included symmetry across studies to compile 

information and equipment, including telemetry gear. 

  

Other Activities 

 

Garris and answered questions and provided input and identified various species of wildlife and scat from 

pictures/videos/audio and conversations with constituents. 

 

P. Stark attended the NJ Trapper’s Association meeting on April 2. 

 

J. Sloan participated in NJ Fish and Wildlife’s new website meetings on March 25th and April 8th. 

  

A substantial amount of time was spent handling nuisance turkey complaints in Ocean and Gloucester 

counties. 

   

Garris attended the March fur auction at Space Farms for New Jersey Trappers Association. A total of 360 

muskrats were aged and sexed.  

 

Garris checked access and continuity to ruffed grouse routes in Sussex and Warren counties. Several roads 

on routes have been gated/closed by Delaware Water Gap National Recreation or NJ Fish and Wildlife in 

Walpack Township, Sussex County. 

 

P. Stark, A. McBride, and J. Garris worked on a study design for a proposed fisher study, and Garris 

obtained prices for trail cameras. 

 

 

WATERFOWL – STUDY PLAN IV 

Ted Nichols, Supervising Biologist 

Lisa Clark, Senior Biologist 

Austin Damminger, Biologist Trainee 
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Objective 1 – Migratory game bird monitoring programs 

 

Breeding Waterfowl Survey 

All maps and materials for the Atlantic Flyway Breeding Waterfowl Survey were prepared and distributed.  

This survey is completed annually from mid-April to mid-May by counting waterfowl in one square 

kilometer plots stratified through the 5 physiographic strata of the state.  A total of 105 plots are randomly 

located within these strata.  Field surveys began on April 18.  Inland plots will be completed by May 5.  Salt 

marsh plots will be completed between late April and May 15. All Atlantic Flyway states from New 

Hampshire to Virginia have participated in this survey since 1989. Results of this survey are used in 

conjunction with other waterfowl population data to set waterfowl hunting season regulations in the Atlantic 

Flyway.  This survey is also used to document changes in the abundance and distribution of the primary 

breeding waterfowl species in the Atlantic Flyway.  

 

Objective 2 – Atlantic Flyway Council and Joint Ventures 

 

North American Wetlands Conservation Act ACJV Committee 

T. Nichols served on the Atlantic Coast Joint Venture (ACJV) North American Wetlands Conservation Act 

Committee. Nichols reviewed and ranked 7 NAWCA proposals submitted within the ACJV geographic area 

and participated in an online committee meeting to submit final ranks to the NAWCA Council. 

 

Objectives 3 and 4 – Research studies 

Atlantic brant research 

T. Nichols coordinated with Dr. Chris Williams (University of Delaware) and graduate student David Weber 

on a study entitled: Atlantic brant wintering upland habitat use and energetic carrying capacity study.  

Nichols participated in Weber’s study proposal defense meeting and is serving on Weber’s graduate 

committee.  Objectives of the study are to: 

 

1. Estimate wintering brant home range, daily movements, and habitat use and explore how those estimates 

vary by factors such as month, weather, hunting season, tide, and time of day. 

 

2. Quantify daily energy expenditure during the winter months with a particular emphasis on refining flight 

and nocturnal energy expenditure, and identify if temporal, environmental, or spatial variables affect flight 

time and energetic demand. 

 

3. Quantify variables that may affect brant upland field selection and use, particularly anthropogenic 

disturbance (hunting season), presence of roads or buildings, proximity to open water, upland food quality, 

and field size.  

 

4. Expand landscape carrying capacity models to include upland habitat by quantifying the amount and 

energy density of upland grass available on the landscape. 

 

Data collected from brant instrumented with GPS-GSM transmitters will be used to meet these study 

objectives as well as grass samples collected from field sites during this past winter and this coming winter. 

 

Sea Duck Fecundity Study 
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Since the fall of 2018, Atlantic Flyway partners implemented a sea duck photo survey to evaluate the utility 

of digital photographs to estimate annual fecundity of sea ducks. The survey uses plumage characteristic to 

measure the proportion of juveniles in the fall flight and wintering grounds for scoters (white-winged, black, 

and surf) and long-tailed ducks.  Reliable estimates of fecundity are expected to aid in the development of 

future population models and inform harvest management decisions  for sea ducks.  

 

In 2021, photos were collected from 15 October to 15 December. 33 photos were submitted from New Jersey 

and uploaded to the Atlantic Flyway SharePoint site. Graduate student Jacob Hewitt (State University of 

New York - Brockport) coalesced usable photos from participating states and clipped approximately 3,200 

individual birds for the development of the survey. Participants reviewed photos and determined species, sex, 

and/or age of individual birds when possible. Over 27,000 classifications were made, approximately 1,000 

by NJFW staff.   

 

Atlantic Brant Ecology Study and Atlantic Brant Migration and Breeding Ecology Study 

(2BRANTXX) 

T. Nichols continued working with Frank Baldwin (Canadian Wildlife Service) and James Frasier’s lab 

(University of Manitoba) to analyze data from recovered brant marked with geolocators. Preliminary tracks, 

wintering sites, breeding sites, and migration movements have been mapped. 

 

2022-23 Migratory Bird Season Regulations 

NJFW completed the process of selecting 2022-23 migratory bird hunting season dates and bag limits.  

During March, program biologists held a meeting with the Migratory Bird Season Selection Committee via 

webinar. A recommendation endorsed by this committee was presented and approved via Webinar by the 

Fish and Game Council on April 12. 

 

Notable highlights and changes for 2021-22 are: 

• The hooded merganser restriction of 2 birds was removed.  Hooded mergansers are now simply included 

with the aggregate bag limit of 5 mergansers. 

 

• The Special Sea Duck Season was discontinued.  Sea ducks can only be hunted when the regular duck 

season is open in each zone and are included with the bag limit of 6 ducks.  The total sea duck bag limit 

is 4 sea ducks but may not include more than 3 scoters, 3 long-tailed ducks, or 3 eiders (including not 

more than 1 hen eider). Waters of the Atlantic Ocean are part of the Coastal Zone. 

 

• The bag limit during the Regular Canada goose season in the North and South Zones will remain at 1 

bird. 

 

• The scaup bag limit will remain at 1 bird during the first 40 days, and 2 birds during the last 20 days, of 

the duck season in each zone. 

 

Each year, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) develops migratory bird hunting regulations with 

input and consultation with the Atlantic, Mississippi, Central, and Pacific Flyway Councils and the Canadian 

Wildlife Service. The Flyway Councils are comprised of representatives from state and provincial wildlife 

agencies that work with the Service to cooperatively manage North America's migratory bird populations. 
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Since 2016, the Service and Flyway Councils have used a different schedule resulting in season dates and 

bag limits that are set much earlier than the previous process that had been used prior to 2016.  This new 

process makes hunting season planning more convenient for migratory bird hunters. 

 

Although during a “normal” year biologists gather, analyze, and interpret biological survey data, the past 2 

years have been anything but normal.  Due to COVID19, bird and habitat surveys could not be or were only 

partially completed.  In lieu of complete surveys, biologists used integrated population models and 

developed modified analytical techniques to predict  population size for various species and used these 

predictions to derive harvest management recommendations for North American waterfowl.  
 

DUCKS 

Population modeling predictions for ducks indicated that the liberal alternative of a 60-day season with a 6-

duck bag limit was the optimal choice for Atlantic Flyway states.  New Jersey has had a 60-day duck seasons 

since 1997.  

This year, the daily duck bag limit in New Jersey will be 6 ducks in aggregate and may not include more 

than: 2 mallards (including no more than 1 hen), 3 wood ducks, 2 black ducks, 2 redheads, 2 canvasbacks, 4 

sea ducks but not more than 3 scoters, 3 long-tailed ducks, or 3 eiders (including not more than 1 hen eider), 

and 1 pintail.  The bag limit for whistling ducks is 1 black-bellied or fulvous whistling duck in aggregate, 

which aligns with the abundance of whistling ducks in New Jersey. The scaup bag limit will remain at 1 bird 

during the first 40 days, and 2 birds during the last 20 days, of the duck season in each zone.  The bag limit is 

6 ducks for all other “regular” duck species.  Given that multiple population surveys suggest a healthy and 

growing hooded merganser population, the 2-bird hooded merganser bag limit was discontinued beginning 

this year.  Merganser bag limits will be 5 mergansers (common, red-breasted, and hooded, either singly, or in 

aggregate) per day and mergansers are in addition to regular duck bag limits.  

The Fish and Game Council promulgated 2022-23 season dates based on recommendations from NJFW.  

NJFW received input for season dates from a 6-member committee of sportsmen formed by the NJ 

Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs. Each zone includes 11 different Saturdays during the hunting season. 

Given New Jersey’s zoning alignment, duck hunters who are willing to travel across zone boundaries can 

hunt 82 different days, including 15 different Saturdays, during the 60-day duck season (see Table 1). 

SEA DUCKS 

Sea ducks collectively include scoters (black, surf, and white-winged scoters), long-tailed ducks, and eiders.  

A Special Sea Duck Season was initiated during the 1960s when sea ducks were viewed as lightly harvested 

and underutilized species. Biologists have much less data to base harvest management decisions for sea 

ducks relative to other waterfowl.  Sea ducks are not well measured in any long-term survey, banding data is 

scant, and sea ducks are long-lived species with low reproductive capacity. Recent assessments have 

suggested that current harvest levels for sea ducks are likely exceeding allowable harvest. In response, the 

Atlantic Flyway Council (AFC) reduced the Special Sea Duck Season from 107 to 60 days during the past 6 

years.  However, this season reduction failed to reduce sea duck harvest.  

 



7 

 

As such, sea ducks no longer fit the definition of being lightly harvested or underutilized, criteria reserved 

for Special Seasons.  In response, the AFC discontinued the Special Sea Duck Season beginning this year.  

Sea ducks can now only be hunted when the regular duck season is open in each zone and are included with 

the bag limit of 6 ducks. The total sea duck bag limit is 4 total sea ducks but may not include more than 3 

scoters, 3 long-tailed ducks, or 3 eiders (including not more than 1 hen eider).  In the portion of the Coastal 

Zone that includes the Sea Duck Area (i.e. the Atlantic Ocean outside of inlets) crippled birds may still be 

shot from craft under power.  This special provision is provided to enhance hunter safety and to minimize 

any waste of birds.  Hunters should note that this special provision is only allowed in the Sea Duck Area. 

CANADA GEESE 

The "regular" Canada goose seasons in New Jersey’s North and South Zones are based on the status of 

Atlantic Population (AP) Canada geese.  AP Canada geese nest on the Ungava Peninsula of northern Quebec 

and are New Jersey's primary migrant Canada goose population.  After a period of population stability dating 

back to the early-2000s, the population has declined in more recent years due to poor gosling production 

resulting from chronically late arctic springs for the past decade. Although climate data indicate a rapid 

warming trend through most of the Canadian arctic, particularly during winter and fall, the spring season in 

the eastern Canadian arctic, where AP geese breed, has experienced  chronically cold conditions for the past 

several years (https://changingclimate.ca/CCCR2019/).  Population modeling has suggested that reducing 

harvest in all AP Canada goose areas in the US and Canada will result in a more rapid recovery of the AP 

goose population  For this reason, the “regular” Canada goose season will remain at a 30-day season with a 

1-bird bag limit in the North and South Zones.  Given that fewer hunters may be willing to set up to field 

hunt geese because of the 1-bird bag limit, Canada goose seasons will end somewhat earlier than most years 

and will overlap duck seasons in the North and South Zones. 

 

Because the Coastal Zone has relatively few band recoveries from AP Canada geese, it was designated as a 

North Atlantic Population (NAP) in 2019.  NAP geese nest in low density throughout the boreal forest of 

Labrador and Newfoundland and winter primarily along the Atlantic Coast from the Canadian Maritimes to 

North Carolina.  The NAP harvest strategy calls for a 60-day, 2-bird bag limit in areas including New Jersey, 

so the Regular Canada goose season in the Coastal Zone will occur along with the duck season. 

 

Resident Population (RP) Canada geese are overabundant throughout most of the United States and cause 

significant damage problems. As a result, additional hunting methods including the use of electronic calls, 

unplugged shotguns, extended hunting hours, and liberal bag limits are allowed during September hunting 

seasons. September seasons target RP geese since very few Atlantic Population or migrant geese arrive in 

New Jersey prior to October. Hunters need to remember that these special regulations only apply to the 

September Canada goose season (September 1-30, 2022).   

 

ATLANTIC BRANT 

The Atlantic Flyway Council had traditionally used a prescribed harvest strategy to manage Atlantic brant 

hunting seasons. Specifically, hunting seasons were based on population size measured during the Mid-

Winter Waterfowl survey done in January on Atlantic Flyway coastal wintering grounds.  Beginning in 2021, 

Atlantic brant seasons were based on an Integrated Population Model (IPM). IPMs can synergistically link 

various types of population monitoring data into mathematical models to predict future population size.  The 

brant IPM uses estimates of population size from the Mid-Winter Survey, the annual fall age ratio from field 

surveys, as well as survival and harvest rates from banding data.  The IPM  ‘smooths’ or stabilizes brant 

population estimates and the expectation is that brant harvest regulations will change less frequently from 

https://changingclimate.ca/CCCR2019/
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year to year using the IPM.  Although brant have suffered from poor young production for the past decade 

due to late arctic spring weather, similar to Atlantic Population Canada geese, the brant population appears 

robust enough to sustain an unchanged 50-day season and 2-bird bag limit for 2022. 

 

NJFW has been working on a collaborative Atlantic brant study with the New York Department of 

Environmental Conservation, Canadian Wildlife Service, University of Saskatchewan, and University of 

Delaware for the past 5 years. More information on this study can be found at: 
https://www.njfishandwildlife.org/news/2021/brantstudy21.htm 

 

LIGHT GEESE 

Greater and lesser snow geese as well as Ross's geese are collectively referred to as "light" geese.  Light 

goose populations in the Atlantic Flyway have been high for over 25 years and biologists are concerned 

about the impacts light geese can have on fragile Arctic nesting habitats. Serious damage to Arctic wetlands 

has already been documented in some key light goose breeding colonies. This damage can impact both light 

geese as well as other wildlife, such as shorebirds, that are dependent on that same Arctic ecosystem.  

Serious damage to agriculture also occurs in migration and wintering areas. Due to this overabundance, the 

Service will continue to allow states to implement a Conservation Order (CO).  A CO is a special 

management action, authorized by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act that is needed to control certain wildlife 

populations when traditional management programs are unsuccessful in preventing overabundance of that 

population. The CO allows an extended time period outside of traditional hunting seasons as well as 

additional methods for taking light geese without bag limits.  The intent of the CO is to reduce and/or 

stabilize North American light goose populations that are above population objectives. In the Atlantic 

Flyway, greater snow geese are the most abundant light goose population.   

 

Although there was no 2021 spring population estimate collected due to COVID19, population modeling 

suggests the population remains well above the population objective of 500,000 birds.  As a result, the 

hunting season length for light geese will be the maximum allowed under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

(107 days) with a liberal bag limit of 25 light geese per day with no possession limit. In addition, a CO will 

be implemented after the hunting season during the spring of 2023 allowing hunters to pursue light geese for 

the duration of the migration and wintering period. During the CO, special regulations will be allowed 

including the use of electronic calls, shotguns capable of holding up to 7 shells, extended shooting hours, and 

no bag limits.   

YOUTH & VETERANS/ACTIVE MILITARY WATERFOWL HUNTING DAYS 

Since 1997, the Service has allowed states to hold Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days on non-school days, when 

youths have an opportunity to participate, and are closed to the general hunting public.  The objective of 

Youth Days is to introduce young hunters to the concepts of ethical use and stewardship of waterfowl, 

encourage youngsters and adults to experience the outdoors together, and to contribute to the long-term 

conservation of migratory birds. Youth Days are a unique educational opportunity, above and beyond the 

regular season, that helps ensure high-quality learning experiences for youth interested in hunting. One 

Youth Waterfowl Hunting Day will be held on the Saturday prior to the duck season opener in each of NJ’s 

three zones.   

https://www.njfishandwildlife.org/news/2021/brantstudy21.htm
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Beginning in 2019, the Service allowed states to hold special hunting days outside the regular hunting season 

for Veterans and Active Military personnel to recognize their service to our country.  These days allow a 

unique opportunity for Veterans and Active Military personnel to share hunting experiences together in a 

less-crowded hunting environment. On Saturday, November 5, a statewide Veterans/Active Military Hunting 

Day will be held.  

 

Finally, on Saturday, February 4, a “joint” Youth and Veterans/Military Hunting Day will be held statewide.  

This day will give Youth and Veteran/Military Hunters the opportunity to share a unique hunting experience 

either independently or together.   

 

Bag limits for these special opportunity days will include ducks, geese, brant, mergansers, coots, and 

gallinules and are the same as bag limits allowed in the regular season in each zone although the scaup bag 

limit on these days which will be 2 scaup per day and count towards the bag limit of 6 ducks. 

 

WEBLESS SPECIES 

New Jersey has always been an important migration area for rails and woodcock.  Some of the highest 

concentrations of sora in the US occur in New Jersey’s tidal freshwater marshes that are dominated by wild 

rice.  Woodcock migrate through as well as winter in New Jersey.  Woodcock occur across the state although 

50% of the state’s harvest occurs in Sussex County with 25% in Cape May County.  Although not nearly as 

popular as in the past, New Jersey still has a tradition of “mud hen” or clapper rail hunting in early 

September along the Atlantic Coast. Ample hunting opportunities and public land access abound for all these 

species.   

NEW JERSEY STATE WATERFOWL STAMP 

Following an unchanged price since 1996, New Jersey Waterfowl Stamps increased $5 to a cost of $10 and 

$15, respectively, for resident and nonresident waterfowl hunters for the 2022 hunting season. While the cost 

of conservation has skyrocketed over the last several decades, the price of the stamp has remained stagnant 

and the fee increase will provide much-needed support to protect New Jersey’s vulnerable wetlands and 

wildlife. 

 

The NJ Waterfowl Stamp program began in 1984 and has raised over 3.5 million dollars leading to the 

purchase of over 17,000 acres across the state.  Further, the NJ Waterfowl Stamp Act of 1984 requires that 

stamp sale funds be earmarked for the, “...acquisition,...improvement, and enhancement of waterfowl habitat 

and wetlands…and access for public use of waterfowl habitat areas."  All properties purchased with NJ 

Waterfowl Stamp funds are open to waterfowl hunting and other public uses. 

 

Other 

 

The Federal 2022-23 Migratory Bird Season selection documents were completed and sent to the US Fish 

and Wildlife Service. 

 

T. Nichols updated the agency Migratory Bird page in preparation for migration to the new web platform. 

 

T. Nichols and L. Clark participated in the NEAFWA Meeting in Long Branch. 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/pdf/waterfowl_stamp_act_1984.pdf
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T. Nichols completed a draft 2023 WSFR budget in coordination with Program leaders. 

 

 

WILDLIFE SERVICES SECTION 

Anthony McBride, Supervising Wildlife Biologist 

Mike Madonia, Principal Wildlife Biologist 

Joe Burke, Wildlife Technician I 

Amy DeCheser, Wildlife Technician I 

Emilia Topp, Biologist Trainee 

Michael Patrick, Wildlife Technician II 

Peter Stark, Biologist Trainee 

 

Bear Control: Lethal and Non-Lethal 

 

The black bear unit received a total of 126 bear calls from March 20, 2022 to April 21, 2022; this compares 

with 68 calls from the same time period in 2021. 

 

The black bear unit received 17 Category I calls, 68 Category II calls and 40 Category III calls for the time 

period March 20, 2022 to April 21, 2022; this compares to 3 Category I calls, 36 Category II calls and 29 

Category III calls for the same time period in 2021.  

 

The black bear unit received a total of 204 bear calls from January 1, 2022 to April 21, 2022; this compares 

with 90 calls from the same time period in 2021. 

 

The black bear unit received 29 Category I calls, 106 Category II calls, and 68 Category III calls for the time 

period January 1, 2022 to April 21, 2022; this compares to 3 Category I calls, 41 Category II calls and 46 

Category III calls for the same time period in 2021.  

 

As of April 21, 2022, the total number of calls received increased 126.7 percent from the same time period in 

2021.  Category I incidents increased 866.7 percent, Category II calls increased 158.5 percent and Category 

III calls had a 47.8 percent increase from 2021.  This data does not include calls made to local police 

departments. 

 

Research 

 

Project personnel continue to edit and input research data into the bear database. 

 

Damage/Nuisance Control  

 

Project personnel continue to provide technical advice for damage complaint incidents and set traps for 

Category 1 behavior.  

 

Cooperative Research  

 

Project personnel continue to work on cooperative research projects with East Stroudsburg University. 
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White-tailed Deer Calls and Complaints 

 

USDA employees immobilized a deer in Wayne, Passaic County with a flowerpot stuck on its head.  The 

flowerpot was removed and the deer was released on site. 

 

USDA employees immobilized a deer in Jackson, Ocean County with a plastic ring stuck on its leg.  The 

plastic ring was removed and the deer was released on site.  

 

Beaver calls and Complaints 

 

Three Beaver Damage Control Permits was issued during the reporting period, one in Camden County, one 

in Monmouth County, and one in Ocean County. 

 

Unit employees conducted site visits at Assunpink WMA, Colliers Mills WMA, Kittatinny Valley State 

Park, and Swartswood State Park to access beaver flooding damage at these locations.  Water leveling 

devices (flumes) will be installed at some of the sites to prevent further flooding. 

 

Other Activities 

 

Unit staff continue to work on the process of preparing information for the new website.  

 

Staff provided information on secondary website links to J. Sloan. 

 

A. McBride attended the NEAFWA conference and moderated a session on wildlife habitat. 

 

Wildlife Nuisance Complaints/ Technical Guidance (Federal Aid Project) 

 

BREAKDOWN OF COMPLAINTS BY SPECIES 

 
Bat 1 Opossum 3 

Bear 126 Osprey 1 

Beaver 32 Otter 1 

Bird 8 Rabbit 3 

Bobcat 1 Raccoon 10 

Coyote 27 Skunk 1 

Deer 25 Snake 1 

Duck 3 Squirrel 5 

Eagle 1 Swan 4 

Fox 51 Turkey 11 
Goose 15 Vulture 3 

Hawk 1 Unknown 6 
Mountain Lion 1 Woodchuck 3 

 

218 calls for the Federal Aid Project. 

Total calls: 344 (*black bear calls are not included in this project). 

 

 

 


