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CONCERN ABOUT A



12/14/21
NARROW SLOT LIMIT FOR SUMMER FLOUNDER
Mr Jeffrey Brust, Bureau Chief, NJ Marine Fisheries &
NJ Marine Fisheries Council
Dear Mr. Brust
The NJCDC is an organization of 14 sport diving clubs in New Jersey and nearby states.  Sport divers and spearfishermen can actually observe fish in the underwater environment, and can sometimes note developing problems.  There are at least 28 dive shops, about 10 commercial dive boats, many private dive boats, and an expensive equipment industry that makes up and supports our sport in New Jersey. This is an industry estimated to be worth well over 200 million dollars in NJ alone, and generates significant tax revenue for the state.
I recently had an E mail conversation with Dustin Leaning of the ASMFC, who thought that the NJ Marine Fisheries Council may be considering a narrow slot limit for Summer Flounder (17 – 20 inches) that apparently was tabled at the December, 2020 joint meeting (ASMFC/Mid Atlantic Fishery Management Council) pending additional analysis.  Summer Flounder is the number one fish targeted by the recreational Sport Diver/Spearfisherman in NJ. Sport divers have taken Summer Flounder since the late 1950’s in New Jersey, so we have a long history of taking this fish. Furthermore, to my knowledge recreational spearfishing is allowed in all states from Mass. to Florida.
Unlike the hook and line fisherman, the spearfisherman does not have the option of measuring a fish first and then releasing it.  The sport diver/spearfisherman has to safe-side or safe-size by taking 
a fish substantially larger than the minimum size limit, usually at least 2 inches larger.  When there is a slot limit, the sport diver also must safe side down from the upper limit to assure a legal fish.  With a 17 to 20-inch slot, how could the sport diver/spearfisherman safe-side at both ends?

At the past hearing in New Jersey regarding Addendum XXXI, I made it very clear that a narrow slot limit for fluke would cause serious problems for the sport diver/spearfisherman. We do not want to be forced out of the summer flounder fishery based on an unrealistic and extremely narrow slot limit. The whole sport diver industry could be adversely impacted (closing dive shops and putting dive boats out of business) by such a move.  The NJ Marine Fisheries Council should consider this in their analysis before making any decisions regarding a narrow slot limit.  Perhaps an “Either/Or” strategy is possible for the recreational fishery! For example, either take 3 fish at 17 – 20 inches or 2 fish at 18 inches or over, whatever would be conservation equivalent. Please make this letter available to the members of the NJ Marine Fisheries Council and other decision makers.





Respectfully,






Jack Fullmer, Legislative Committee, NJCDC
jf2983182@msn.com

PS – Our concern is about an unrealistic and very narrow slot that appears to be designed only for one type of recreational fishing.  All fishery methods have their advantages and disadvantages!  The sport diver/spearfisherman needs to safe-side! 
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