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Dear Ms. Enck: 
Attorney to th® Board 
wil 'i3rr J cahili 	 Eso

On behalf of Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc., I petition that the Environmental 
Advisory Board 
Richard Dwyer Protection Agency perform a Preliminary Assessment of the Hackensack River for 
Anthony Evangiiista 
SethA.Leeb.AlA future inclusion on its National Priorities Listing under the Comprehensive Ancrew VVillner 

Staff Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. § 103 etseq. 
carr.in HuJncam-la Consequently, the Agency should begin a Remedial Preliminary Assessment as soon 
Piogram Diredct 

Ma<yKn,ght as possible pursuant to 40 C.F.R. § 300.420(a)(5). The toxic pollutants contained 
Operalions Director

within the river and its sediments continually affect the Hackensack River 
Jorti rameson 
r'rojectPJanager watershed, its wildlife and the humans who live in or visit the watershed. These 
Cnnstopher Len 
StaffA*tomey effects will continue until your office adds the river to the National Priorities List 

caininDmn and oversees the removal of its toxic pollutants. 
Outreach Coordina€or 

Annabek0e Bcwer

Hackensack Riverkeeper has standing to bring this petition. I Founded Hackensack 

^i^ Riverkeeper in 1997 and since that time my business has served as an advocate for 

^WATE'RKrE E PE-R ` ALUANC E 
MEMBER the river and its watershed. My staff and I work every day to preserve, protect, and 

EarthShare  restore the river. Hackensack Riverkeeper is the environmental advocate for the 

NewJersaV Hackensack River. We also provide the adjoining communities with educational
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opportunities, conservation programs, and water-based activities. Through our 

work, we see firsthand how the river we oversee is negatively affected by toxic 

pollution. We operate two paddling concessions on the river and offer eco-cruises 

throughout the warm weather months; I firmly believe my business opportunities 

are limited by the presence of toxic contaminants in the river and the general 

perception of the river as unsafe for recreation. 

The toxic pollutants within the river's waters and sediment cripple Hackensack 

Riverkeeper's ability to restore the and our water-based businesses. Throughout 

the warm months, we offer Eco-Cruises, kayak and canoe rentals, and guided 

paddles. Toxic pollution in the river limits the number of people willing to venture 

onto the water for fear of contact with harmful pollutants. The paddlers and 

cruisers who do venture onto the water are unable to thoroughly enjoy the 

experience because the high levels of contamination in the river mean they can't 

eat the fish they catch or see the full biodiversity a healthy ecosystem would offer. 

Toxicity of the sediment negatively affects our conservation efforts and makes it 

impossible to fully restore the river. It is more difficult, for example, to restore a 

tract in the Meadowlands because of legitimate fears that disturbing sediment will 

increase toxic pollution in the water column. 

We are aware of existing Superfund sites along the river, but I am certain that the 

effects from these sites extend far beyond the boundaries EPA has drawn in its 

remedial actions. Berry's Creek, for example, has numerous NPL sites and is one of 

the most Mercury contaminated waterbodies in the world. There is no reason to 

think that mercury from these sites has not entered the mainstem of the river. 

Likewise, the former industrial sites on the lower produced a number of organic 

chlorides, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, heavy metals and petroleum products.



These pollutants contaminated the properties extensively, and there is no reason to 

think that contamination did not enter the river 

The Hackensack, like the Passaic, is a tidal river. River currents do not control its 

water and sediment; rather tidal action sloshes them back and forth. My extensive 

experience on the river leads me to believe that the tides transport pollutants up 

and down from their sources, but generally do not wash the contaminants out to 

sea. Thus, I believe pollutants from these sites and innumerable others are still in 

the river sediments and will indefinitely remain unless the Agency acts. 

But unlike the Passaic, there is no dominant polluter responsible for the majority of 

the toxic contamination. Therefore, it makes no sense to me to expand the 

jurisdiction of an existing Superfund site throughout the river. We request that the 

Agency list the entire river to the NPL. No other remedy is likely to result in the 

fishable and swimmable Hackensack that my organization demands and New 

Jerseyans deserve. A Preliminary Assessment of the Hackensack River is the crucial 

first step toward reaching a solution. 

Petition: 

This petition is sufficient to require you to initiate a Preliminary Assessment under 

the terms of 40 C.F.R. § 300.420. 40 C.F.R. § 300.420(5) allows "any person (to) 

petition (EPA) to preform a Preliminary Assessment of a release when such person 

is, or may be, affected by a release of a hazardous substance, pollutant or 

contaminant." 

40 C.F.R. § 300.420(5)(i) requires petitioners to sign the petition and to contain: 

(A) The full name, address and phone number of the petitioner



Captain Bill Sheehan 

Riverkeeper and Executive Director 

Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc. 

231 Main Street 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

(B) A description, as precisely as possible, of the location of the release 

The Hackensack River, below the Oradell Dam, has been subject to 

innumerable discharges of numerous toxic chemicals. These include: 

Federally listed Superfund sites including Pierson's Creek, PJP Landfill, 

Standard Chlorine, Scientific Chemical Processing, Universal Oil Products 

and Ventron Velsicol; leachate from the abandoned Malanka Landfill in 

Secaucus and other abandoned landfills in the region; and various 

contaminants from the hundreds of New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection known contaminated sites within the 

watershed. 

(C) How the petitioner is or may be affected by the release 

As stated above, Hackensack Riverkeeper operates a business on the 

river whose success is limited by contaminants in the river and the 

public perception of the river as contaminated. Further, as a non-profit 

organization, Hackensack Riverkeeper seeks to preserve, protect and 

restore the river. We cannot achieve this goal while the river's sediments 

are contaminated with toxic pollution. 

40 C.F.R. § 300.420(5)(ii) petitions should also contain the following information to 

the extent available:



(A) What type of Substances were or may be released 

The Hackensack is listed under New Jersey's Clean Water Act §303(d) 

list as being water quality limited for some or all of the following toxic 

contaminants: polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), Arsenic, 

Dichlorodiphenyldichloroethane (DDD), 

dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT), 

Dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene (DDE), Chlordane, Mercury, Dioxins, 

Dieldrin, Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons, Cyanide, 

Hexachlorobenzene, Ammonia, Lead, Cadmium, Chromium, Copper and 

Benzene. These contaminants as well as others are likely present in 

Hackensack River sediments. 

(B) The nature of activities that have occurred where the release is located 

The lower Hackensack River has been the site of many industrial 

activities - including waste disposal, chemical manufacture, energy 

production, and many others - for over 100 years. These activities in 

aggregate have lead to levels of many toxic pollutants in the sediment 

that threaten human health and the environment. 

(C) Whether local and state authorities have been contacted about the release 

My organization has met many times with state and federal regulators 

about these issues. We feel that all parties agree that some level of listing 

is appropriate, but that the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection feels that it would be more appropriate to expand the 

jurisdiction of existing sites than it would be to simply list the river. For a



variety of reasons, we feel that listing the entire river is the quickest and 

fairest way to address toxic pollution in the river. 

Thank you for accepting this petition. Please contact me if you require any 

additional information or if my staff or I can contribute to the process in any way. 

The people of New Jersey have been denied the full use of their river for too long. 

We look forward to the day when the River is once again safe for all uses. 

Sincerely,

/J ^ 
Captain Bill Sheehan 
Riverkeeper and Executive Director 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc. 
231 Main Street 
Hackensack, NJ 07601 

cc. Mark Pedersen, NJDEP
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Citizen Information

Citizen/Originator: Sheehan, Bill
Organization: Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc.
Address: 231 Main St., Hackensack, NJ 07601

Constituent: N/A
Committee: N/A Sub-Committee: N/A

Control Information

Control Number: R2-15-000-5418-RA Alternate Number: N/A
Status: Closed Closed Date: Jul 1, 2015
Due Date: Mar 4, 2015 # of Extensions: 0
Letter Date: Feb 10, 2015 Received Date: Feb 18, 2015
Addressee: R2-Regional Administrator -

Region 2
Addressee Org: EPA

Contact Type: LTR (Letter) Priority Code: Normal
Signature: N/A Signature Date: Mar 4, 2015
File Code: 404-141-02-01_141_b Controlled and Major Corr. Record copy of the offices of Division

Directors and other personnel.
Subject: Petition for Preliminary Assessment for Hackensack River
Instructions: Action as necessary
Instruction Note: If a response is deemed necessary, prepare response for Division Director's signature.
General Notes: N/A
State-Tribal CNTL:
CC: N/A

Lead Information

Lead Author: Barbara Cunningham-R2
Office: R2-ERRD-SPB
Due Date: Mar 4, 2015
Assigned Date: Feb 23, 2015
Complete Date: Jun 23, 2015
Instruction: Action as necessary

Lead Assignments:

Assigner Office Assignee Assigned Date Due Date Complete Date

Danla Boykin R2 R2-ERRD Feb 18, 2015 Mar 4, 2015 Jul 1, 2015

Instruction:
Action as necessary

Nicole DeHart R2-ERRD R2-ERRD-SPB Feb 20, 2015 Mar 4, 2015 Jun 23, 2015

Instruction:
For Mel Hauptman.

Supporting Information

Supporting Author: N/A

Correspondence Management System
Control Number: R2-15-000-5418-RA
Printing Date: June 28, 2021
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Supporting Assignments:

Assigner Office Assignee Assigned Date

No Record Found.

History

Action By Office Action Date

Danla Boykin R2 Assign R2-ERRD as lead office Feb 18, 2015

Nicole DeHart R2-ERRD Accepted the group assignment Feb 20, 2015

Nicole DeHart R2-ERRD Assign R2-ERRD-SPB as lead office Feb 20, 2015

Barbara Cunning-
ham-R2

R2-ERRD-SPB Accepted the group assignment Feb 23, 2015

Barbara Cunning-
ham-R2

R2-ERRD-SPB Take task Feb 23, 2015

Danla Boykin R2 Changed Signature Date March 04, 2015 Apr 6, 2015

Barbara Cunning-
ham-R2

R2-ERRD-SPB Finished response document Jun 23, 2015

Barbara Cunning-
ham-R2

R2-ERRD-SPB Sent control to Nicole DeHart for approval Jun 23, 2015

Nicole DeHart R2-ERRD Concur and sent control to Danla Boykin for approval Jul 1, 2015

Danla Boykin R2 approved and closed control Jul 1, 2015

Comments

Commentator Comment Date

No Record Found.

Correspondence Management System
Control Number: R2-15-000-5418-RA
Printing Date: June 28, 2021
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