Extension of Public Comment Period for Land Use Permits under Administrative Order 2020-06

Consistent with Governor Murphy’s Executive Order 136 and Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner McCabe’s Administrative Order 2020-06,  the timeframes to provide public comment for individual and general permits, and major modifications thereof under the Coastal Zone Management Rules, N.J.A.C. 7:7, Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules, 7:7A, and Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules, N.J.A.C. 7:13, are extended in order to provide additional time for public comment beyond the minimum regulatory requirements.    In order to ensure that the public notice letters for the applicable applications reflect these temporary emergency conditions, the Division has modified its standard public notice and newspaper notice language as noted by associated regulation below.  
In addition, we have added language regarding how to view a copy of a submitted application.  Due to the current closure of the Department’s offices and many municipal offices as a result of the on-going COVID-19 crisis, appointments to view applications at these offices are not being scheduled at this time.  An electronic copy can be provided to interested parties via email or postal mail upon formal request through our OPRA office.  Interested parties are urged to pursue this avenue to obtain copies of current applications for review and comment.  Applicants should use this modified language in public notice letters and newspaper notices until the expiration of these government edicts.   

For Freshwater Wetland Protection Act applications (N.J.A.C 7:7A-17.4), for Flood Hazard Control Act applications (N.J.A.C. 7:13-19.3(d)1iii and N.J.A.C. 7:13-19.4) and for Wetlands Act of 1970 and Waterfront Development Act applications (N.J.A.C. 7:7-24.3(d)1iii and N.J.A.C. 7:7-24.5) the letter and/or newspaper notice shall read as follows:
This letter is to provide you with legal notification that an application for <<ENTER APPLICATION TYPE(S)>> has been/will be submitted to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Land Use Regulation for the site shown on the enclosed plan(s).  A brief description of the proposed project follows:  <<INSERT DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE AND ANY PROPOSED PROJECT>>

The complete permit application package can be reviewed at the municipal clerk’s office in the municipality in which the site subject to the application is located or by appointment at the Department’s Trenton Office. In addition, an electronic copy of the initial application can be provided via an OPRA request by contacting https://www.nj.gov/dep/opra/opraform.html from the Department’s Trenton Office.  The Department of Environmental Protection welcomes comments and any information that you may provide concerning the proposed development and site.  Please submit your written comments within 45 calendar days of receiving this letter to:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Land Use Regulation

P.O. Box 420, Code 501-02A

Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Attn: (Municipality in which the property is located) Supervisor

For Coastal Area Facility Resource Act (CAFRA) Individual Permit Applications, the form notice letter required under N.J.A.C. 7:7-24.3(d)1iii and the newspaper notice as required at N.J.A.C.7:7-24.5) shall read as follows:

“This letter is to provide you with legal notification that an application for a CAFRA individual permit has been/will be submitted to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Land Use Regulation for the development shown on the enclosed plan(s). A brief description of the proposed project follows: <<INSERT DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT>> 

The complete permit application package can be reviewed at the municipal clerk’s office in the municipality in which the site subject to the application is located or by appointment at the Department’s Trenton Office.  In addition, an electronic copy of the initial application can be provided via an OPRA request by contacting https://www.nj.gov/dep/opra/opraform.html from the Department’s Trenton Office.  Either a 60-day public comment period or public hearing will be held on the application in the future. Individuals may request a public hearing on the application within 45 calendar days of the date of receiving this letter. Requests for a public hearing shall be sent to the Department at the address below and shall state the specific nature of the issues to be raised at the hearing: 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Land Use Regulation 

P.O. Box 420, Code 501-02A 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 

Attn: (Municipality in which the property is located) Supervisor”

The newspaper notice may be either a legal notice or display advertisement and must read as follows: 

“Take notice that an application for a CAFRA individual permit has been/will be submitted to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Land Use Regulation for the development described below: 

APPLICANT: 

PROJECT NAME: 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

PROJECT STREET ADDRESS: 

BLOCK: LOT: 

MUNICIPALITY: COUNTY: 

The complete permit application package can be reviewed at the municipal clerk’s office in the municipality in which the site subject to the application is located or by appointment at the Department’s Trenton Office.  In addition, an electronic copy of the initial application can be provided via an OPRA request by contacting https://www.nj.gov/dep/opra/opraform.html
 from the Department’s Trenton Office. Either a 60-day public comment period or public hearing will be held on the application in the future. Individuals may request a public hearing on the application within 45 calendar days of the date of this notice. Requests for a public hearing shall be sent to the Department at the address below and shall state the specific nature of the issues to be raised at the hearing: 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Land Use Regulation 

P.O. Box 420, Code 501-02A 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 

Attn: (Municipality in which the property is located) Supervisor”

