
 
 
 New Jersey 
 NATURAL LANDS TRUST 

AGENDA 
NATURAL LANDS TRUST MEETING 

September 24, 2021 
Location: Via Video and Teleconference 

Please contact NatLands@dep.nj.gov for teleconference information 
12:00 PM 

 
I. Statement of Open Public Meetings Act 
II. Welcome and Introductions to new Trustees 
III. General Public Comment 
IV. Resolutions – Steve Eisenhauer and Martin Rapp 
V. Financial Report 

-First and Second Quarter 2021 Financial Reports, for decision 
VI. Minutes 

-March 5, 2021 Minutes, for decision  
 

VII. Unfinished Business 
-Petty’s Island, Pennsauken Township, Camden County, status update (no enclosure) 
 

VI. New Business 
-Trust Transitions: Preserve Manager Retirement (no enclosure) 
-Appointment of Vice Chair (no enclosure) 
 

VII. Adjourn 

 

mailto:NatLands@dep.nj.gov


RESOLUTION

      

Whereas, The New Jersey Natural Lands Trust was created in 1969 as a unique agency to
promote the preservation of biological diversity; and

Whereas, The Board of the Trust includes six members of the public nominated by the
environmental community and appointed by the Governor; and 

Whereas, Steve Eisenhauer has served with distinction as a public member of the Trust since
2007; and

Whereas, He has contributed sage counsel to the Trust on land preservation and excellent
land stewardship; and

Whereas, Steve has now retired so that he can enjoy some well-deserved time with his wife
Janet and his children, as well as spending time monitoring for American kestrel; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of the New Jersey Natural Lands Trust
that:

1.On this 24th day of September 2021, the Board hereby extends its heartfelt appreciation and
best wishes to Steve Eisenhauer for his steadfast service above and beyond the call of duty to
both the Trust and the overall cause of creating a system of nature preserves to protect the
unique flora and fauna of the Garden State; and

2.A duly authenticated copy of the Resolution, signed by the Chair and attested to by the
Executive Director of the Trust, shall be transmitted to Steve.

_________________________                _____________________________________

Michael Catania, Chair                 Robert J. Cartica, Executive Director

 
 



RESOLUTION

      

Whereas, The New Jersey Natural Lands Trust was created in 1969 as a unique agency to
promote the preservation of biological diversity; and

Whereas, The Board of the Trust includes six members of the public nominated by the
environmental community and appointed by the Governor; and 

Whereas, Martin Rapp has served with distinction as the Preserve Manager of the Trust
since 1991; and

Whereas, during his tenure the Trust Preserve System has grown from 6,000 acres to over
35,000 acres, and

Whereas, over these past three decades, he has contributed his common sense, good cheer,

and wisdom, as well as his extensive wildlife and botanical experience, to the protection of
New Jersey’s natural diversity; and

Whereas, Martin is retiring so that he can spend quality time with his wife Karen, as well as
dowsing for small whorled pogonia and exploring and documenting Native American
ceremonial stone landscapes;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of the New Jersey Natural Lands
Trust that:

1.On this 24th day of September 2021, the Board hereby extends its heartfelt appreciation and
best wishes to Martin Rapp for his steadfast service above and beyond the call of duty to both
the Trust and the overall cause of creating a system of nature preserves to protect the unique
flora and fauna of the Garden State; and

2.A duly authenticated copy of the Resolution, signed by the Chair and attested to by the Executive
Director of the Trust, shall be transmitted to Martin.

_________________________            _____________________________________

Michael Catania, Chair                 Robert J. Cartica, Executive Director

 

 



 

 THE NEW JERSEY NATURAL LANDS TRUST

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

MARCH 31, 2021

(See Accountant's Review Report)

Statement 1

Without 

Donor 

Restrictions 

General 

Fund

With Donor 

Restrictions 

General Fund Hyponex Petty's Island

Petty's Island 

Cultural Shorebird TGP Acquisition TGP Animals TGP Plants

Wetlands 

Acquisition

Wetlands 

Mitigation TOTAL

ASSETS

Current Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents 2,699,985$  -$                  63,178$       1,456,058$  1,190,465$  7,247$              644,779$         1,374,560$      1,189,644$      16,445$           2,790,135$       11,432,496$   

Tenants Escrow 3,043           -                    -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       3,043

Due to Bennett Bogs Endowment -                   10,625          -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       10,625

Due to Hirst Pond Endowment -                   25,000          -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       25,000

Due to Hainesville Wood Endowment -                   25,000          -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       25,000

Due to Mackenzie'sBog/Montague -                   48,800          -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       48,800

Due to Moorestown Acq Endowment -                   168,344        -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       168,344

Due to Statewide Capital Projects -                   560,000        -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       560,000

Due to Stevens Endowment -                   5,603            -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       5,603

Due to Tree Frog Pond -                   1,228            -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       1,228

Accrued Interest Receivable -                   -                    -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       0

Total Current Assets 2,703,028    844,600        63,178         1,456,058    1,190,465    7,247                644,779           1,374,560        1,189,644        16,445             2,790,135         12,280,139     

Fixed Assets

Land -                   36,020,829   -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       36,020,829

Equipment -                   2,364 -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       2,364

Vehicles -                   15,544 -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       15,544

Accumulated Depreciation -                   (17,908) -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       (17,908)

Total Fixed Assets -                   36,020,829 -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       36,020,829

Other Assets

Investments-Long Term (FMV) -                   -                    -                   -                   -                   22,512 -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       22,512

Due From Related Fund 3,343 -                    -                   104,896       -                   31,000              -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       139,239

Total Other Assets 3,343           -                    -                   104,896       -                   53,512              -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       161,751

TOTAL ASSETS 2,706,371$  36,865,429$ 63,178$       1,560,954$  1,190,465$  60,759$            644,779$         1,374,560$      1,189,644$      16,445$           2,790,135$       48,462,719$   

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Liabilities

Due To Related Fund 695,896$     -$                  -$                 3,343$         -$                 -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     699,239.00$   

Due to Endowment Account 284,600       -                    -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       284,600

Security Deposits Payable 2,792           -                    -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       2,792

Total Liabilities 983,288       -                    -                   3,343           -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       986,631

Net Assets

Without Donor Restrictions 1,723,083    -                    -                   -                   -                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       1,723,083

With Donor Restrictions -                   36,865,429   63,178         1,557,611    1,190,465    60,419              644,779           1,374,560        1,189,644        16,445             2,790,135         45,752,665

Unrealized Gain/Loss -                   -                    -                   -                   -                   340                   -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       340

Total Net Assets 1,723,083 36,865,429 63,178 1,557,611 1,190,465 60,759 644,779 1,374,560 1,189,644 16,445 2,790,135 47,476,088

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 2,706,371$  36,865,429$ 63,178$       1,560,954$  1,190,465$  60,759$            644,779$         1,374,560$      1,189,644$      16,445$           2,790,135$       48,462,719$   

With Donor Restrictions

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.



THE NEW JERSEY NATURAL LANDS TRUST

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND NET ASSETS

FOR THE THREE MONTH PERIOD ENDED

MARCH 31, 2021

(See Accountant's Review Report)

Statement 2

Without Donor 

Restrictions 

General Fund

With Donor 

Restrictions 

General Fund Hyponex Petty's Island

Petty's Island 

Cultural Shorebird 

TGP 

Acquisition TGP Animals TGP Plants

Wetlands 

Acquisition

Wetlands 

Mitigation TOTAL

Revenue (Restricted)

Contribution Income -$                   -$                      -$                    35,000$        -$                 -$                   -$                -$                  -$                 -$                16,205$           51,205$           

Expense

Materials and Supplies 105                -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      105                  

Services 1,416              -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      1,416               

Maintenance 4,451              -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      4,451               

Annual Report -                     -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      -                       

Capital -                     -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      -                       

Subaccount Expenses -                     226                   -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      226                  

Other Authorized Expenditures -                     -                        -                      11,104         -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      11,104             

Depreciation Expense -                     -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      -                       

Total Expenses 5,972              226                   -                      11,104         -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      17,302             

Other Income

Rent Income 8,600              -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      8,600               

Interest/Dividend  Income 70                  -                        2                     39                32                 82                   18                38                 32                -                  75                   388                  

Miscellaneous Income 6,066              -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      6,066               

NonRecurring Land Sale -                     -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      -                       

Total Other Income 14,736            -                        2                     39                32                 82                   18                38                 32                -                  75                   15,054             

Excess (Expenses) Over Revenues 8,764$            (226)$                2$                   23,935$        32$               82$                 18$              38$               32$              -$                16,280$           48,957$           

Net Asset Balance January 1, 2021 1,714,319$     36,865,655$     63,176$           1,533,676$   1,190,433$   61,016$          644,761$     1,374,522$   1,189,612$   16,445$       2,773,855$      47,427,470$     

Land Acquisition -                     -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      -                       

Unrealized Loss/Gain -                     -                        -                      -                   -                   (339)                -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      (339)                 

Inter Fund Transfer -                     -                        -                      -                   -                   -                     -                  -                    -                   -                  -                      -                       

Net Asset Balance Mar 31, 2021 1,723,083$     36,865,429$     63,178$           1,557,611$   1,190,465$   60,759$          644,779$     1,374,560$   1,189,644$   16,445$       2,790,135$      47,476,088$     

With Donor Restrictions

Excess Revenues Over Expenses/

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements.
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MINUTES OF THE 

NATURAL LANDS TRUST MEETING 
March 5, 2021 

12:00 PM 
Via Video and Teleconference 

 
Chairman Catania called the meeting to order at 12:10 PM. A quorum of trustees was present. At 
least one of the trustees was a state governmental representative.   
 
The Open Public Meetings Act notice was provided as follows: Notice of the date, time, location 
and agenda, to the extent known, was forwarded to three newspapers of general circulation, and 
provided to the Secretary of State in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. In addition, 
notice was provided on the Trust’s website in compliance with the Act requiring State, regional, 
and local authorities, boards, and commissions to establish a website providing specific 
information to facilitate transparency in government.   
 
In attendance were: 
Michael Catania, Chairperson 
John Cecil, Vice Chairperson 
Theresa Lettman, Trustee/Secretary- 

Treasurer 
Senator Bob Smith, State House 

Commission representative, Trustee 
Judeth Yeany, DEP Trustee 
Larry Torok, DEP Trustee  
 
Absent: 
Steve Eisenhauer, Trustee 

 
Jim Hall, Trustee 
Emile DeVito, Trustee 
Hannah Good, Trustee representative for the 

State Treasurer 
Robert J. Cartica, Executive Director 
Martin Rapp, Trust Staff 
Cari Wild, Trust Staff 
 
 
 
 

Alternate for Ray Bukowski, Trustee representative for the DEP Commissioner 
 
Guests: 
David Wheeler, Executive Director, Conserve Wildlife Foundation 
Dr. Amanda Dey, Endangered and Nongame Species Program 
Denise Appleget, Hamilton Township Resident 
Jason Howell, Pinelands Preservation Alliance 
 
General Public Comment: Ms. Appelget noted that last year she participated in a widely 
attended and successful clean up at the Hamilton Preserve. Based on her proximity to the 
Hamilton Preserve and ties to law enforcement officials, she offered to find ways to partner with 
the Trust and provide local eyes and ears on the preserve. She thanked the Trust for including 
work at the Hamilton Preserve in this year’s budget and suggested that the Trust could leverage 
its resources by working with her and other local residents. Mr. Catania, Mr. Cartica, and Mr. 
Rapp thanked her for taking the time to come and talk to the Board and for her support. 
 
Mr. Howell had similar concerns related to illegal activities at the Hamilton and Crossley 
preserves. He suggested that the mapping and marking of trails at these preserves would lead to 



Minutes, New Jersey Natural Lands Trust Meeting 
March 5, 2021 – Page 2 

productive uses of the preserves to counter negative uses. Mr. Catania thanked him for his and 
the Pinelands Preservation Alliance’s support and suggested that he work with Mr. Cartica and 
Mr. Rapp.    
    
Financial Report: Mr. Cartica outlined the Financial Statements for the quarters ending June 30, 
September 30, and December 31, 2020.  Mr. Hall motioned to approve the Financial Statements. 
Mr. Cecil seconded the motion and the Financial Statements were unanimously approved by a 
vote of 9 to 0. 
 
The March 27, 2020 minutes were reviewed. Ms. Yeany motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. 
Hall seconded the motion, and the minutes were unanimously approved by a vote of 9 to 0. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Mr. Catania and Ms. Wild provided the Board with a Petty’s Island, Pennsauken Township, 
Camden County Status Report. COVID made educational programming challenging in 2020, 
but in-person programs were provided by NJ Audubon Society. The Trust also worked with the 
Center for Aquatic Sciences and our shared fellows to provide remote programming called 
“Virtually Camden.” In November 2020, the William Penn Foundation awarded the Trust with a 
two-year $70,000 grant to continue environmental educational programming at Petty’s Island. 
The Trust is currently in the final year of its contract with NJ Audubon Society to provide this 
programming. This July, the Trust will rebid the contract. We expect to award it on the same 
basis of the two prior contracts, with it being a one-year contract with four one-year renewal 
options. Mr. Catania noted that the Trust continues to work with the William Penn Foundation to 
be considered for funding for design of the future Visitor’s Center.  
 
New Business: 
 
Mr. Cartica presented the Spending Authorization for Calendar Year 2021.  This year’s 
authorization includes several species- or habitat-specific inventories as well as land 
management projects including those to limit illegal ORV access and dumping at the Hamilton 
Preserve. Mr. Cecil motioned to approve the Spending Authorization for Calendar Year 2021. 
Mr. Hall seconded the motion, and the 2021 Spending Authorization was unanimously approved 
by a vote of 9 to 0. 
 
Mr. Cartica presented the Board with the Tennessee Gas Pipeline (TGP) Plant Fund-2021 
Work Plan. Some trustees expressed concern about the Deer Exclosure Demonstration Project 
as being repetitious of numerous similar projects already completed in New Jersey. Trustees 
were advised that use of this funding is mostly at the discretion of the Division of Parks and 
Forestry even if trustees feel the proposed work is unnecessary. Mr. Hall  motioned to approve 
the TGP Plant Fund-2021 Work Plan. Mr. DeVito seconded the motion, and the 2021 Work Plan 
was unanimously approved by a vote of 9 to 0. 
 
Ms. Wild presented the Board with Delaware Bay Migratory Shorebird Project Resolution 
Approving 2021 Budget. Each year, the Trust approves a budget request by the Conserve 
Wildlife Foundation (CWF) and the DEP’s Endangered and Nongame Species Program (ENSP) 
for funding from the Delaware Bay Migratory Shorebird Fund.   
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The proposed 2021 shorebird budget totals $38,500 which includes $31,000 for CWF and $7,500 
for ENSP. In 2020, $31,000 was budgeted and expended. The Trust was fully reimbursed for this 
amount in November 2020 after CWF received federal funding. The $31,000 reimbursement was 
deposited into the Trust’s General Fund account with the expectation that CWF would need 
funding early in 2021. The current balance in the Trust’s Shorebird Account including long-term 
investments is approximately $61,000. Mr. Wheeler noted that the Trust’s ability to provide 
advance funding early in the year continues to make shorebird and horseshoe crab research 
possible. 
 
Ms. Dey outlined most recent red knot and horseshoe research, which indicates that the peak 
count of the stopover population of red knots on Delaware Bay is in decline. During 2018 peak 
count was 32,930, then 30,880 in 2019, and 19,397 in 2020.  The Delaware Bay-wide 
superpopulation estimate appears to be relatively steady from 2011 through 2020 (estimates 
ranging from 49,405 – 40,444 with one outlier year of over 60,000) but with 2020 being at the 
lowest point of the range. Mean horseshoe crab egg density decreased from 14,000 eggs/m² in 
2018 to 11,814 eggs/m² in 2020. Of concern is that notwithstanding male-harvest only in mid-
Atlantic states over the past decade, the female horseshoe crab population is not increasing. 
There was an early tropical storm (Arthur) which kept Delaware Bay temperatures cool during 
May 2020 possibly delaying spawning and egg resources, which appears to have resulted in the 
early departure of red knots and ruddy turnstones to find food resources elsewhere.   
 
Mr. Catania requested that, as with prior budgets, the 2021 shorebird budget should be approved 
with a rider authorizing a reallocation of expenses between categories subject to a limitation of 
the total budgeted amount.  He also requested that the Board authorize a $31,000 upfront 
payment to CWF to fund Delaware shorebird work to be done in May and June 2021 with 
receipts for such work to be provided later. Mr. DeVito motioned to approve the 2021 budget 
with the reallocation rider and upfront $31,000 payment. Mr. Torok seconded the motion, and 
the 2021 shorebird budget was unanimously approved by a vote of 9 to 0. 
 
Ms. Wild presented the Draft 2020 Annual Report. It was requested that the Board provide any 
comments/changes on the draft report within the next thirty days. Ms. Yeany motioned to 
approve the draft report subject to Board members and staff having the flexibility to incorporate 
changes. Ms. Lettman seconded the motion, and the 2020 Annual Report was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 9 to 0.  
 
The currently scheduled dates for 2021 Board meetings are June 25, September 24, and 
December 3, 2021. 
 
Mr. Cecil motioned for the meeting to be adjourned. Ms. Lettman seconded the motion, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 1:05 PM by a unanimous vote of 9 to 0. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Theresa Lettman 
Secretary/Treasurer  
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