
 
 
 New Jersey 
 NATURAL LANDS TRUST 

AGENDA 
NATURAL LANDS TRUST MEETING 

September 16, 2022 
Location: Via Video and Teleconference 

Please contact NatLands@dep.nj.gov for teleconference information 
12:00 PM 

 
I. Statement of Open Public Meetings Act 
II. General Public Comment 
III. Financial Report 

-First Quarter 2022 Financial Statements, for decision 
 

IV. Minutes 
-March 25, 2022 Minutes, for decision  
 

V. Unfinished Business 
-Petty’s Island, Pennsauken Township, Camden County, status update (no enclosure) 
 

VI. New Business 
-2021 Annual Report, for discussion (no enclosure) 
-Writing the Land Project, potential preserves for inclusion: Petty’s Island (Camden County) 
and Mackenzie’s Bog (Sussex County), for discussion 
-Resolution Approving Delaware Bay Migratory Shorebird Project 2022 Budget Request by 
Endangered and Nongame Species Program, for affirmation 
 

VII. Adjourn 

 

mailto:NatLands@dep.nj.gov
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSmON 
MARCH 31, 2022 

(See Acc0untant's Review Report) 

WdhDonorReslrldlons 

Wlthcut 
Ocmr 

Res>1dlons WfthOonor 
General Restriclions Petty's Island Welland$ Wetlands 

Fund General Fund - Petty's ~land_ Cul!ural ShorobirO _ _ TGP Acquisition TGP AnlmalS ____I~!:" Plants Acquisition M- ____.IQTAL_ 

A$SE1S 
C""'11 AsseOl 

Cash and cash Equivalents $2,690,696 $ $ 63,189 $1,709,821 $ 1,190,661 $ 7,249 $ 644,885 $ 1,374,785 $ 1.179,839 $ 16,448 s 2,742.711 $ 11,620,284 

n,,antsesaow 3,044 
3,044 

Due to Bernett Bog$ Endowment 10,625 
10,625 

Due to Hirst Pond' Endowment - 25,000 25,000 

Oi.e to HainesvlDe Wood Endowment 25,000 25,000 

o ... to Mackfflde'sBog/Mcntague 48,800 
48,800 

OU!: to Moorestcwn Aeq End~ - 168,344 168,344 

oue to Statewide capttaJ Projects 560,000 
560,000 

Due to Stevens EndOwment 5,603 5,603 

Ote to Tree Frog Pond 1,228 1,228 
0 

Acaued Interest Receivable 
Total Current Assets 2,693,740 844,800 63,189 1,709,821 1.190,661 7.249 644,885 1,374,765 1,179.839 16,448 2,742,711 12,467,928 

Fbe<IAssets 
Land 36,020,829 

36,020,829 E- 2,364 
2,364 

Vehicles 15.544 
15,544 

A=mula!ed Depreciation (17,908) 
(17,908) 

Total Fixed Assets - 36,020,829 
36,020,829 

Ollle,Assets 
in,estments-long Term (AIV) - 21,394 21,394 

Due From Related Fund 33,622 33,622 

Total Other Assets 33,622 21.394 55,016 

TOTAL ASSETS __!b693,74()_ $36,865.429 $ 63,169 ~743,443__ S 1,190,661 $ 28,643 $ §fe,885 $ 1,374,7SS $ 1,179,839 s 16,448 s 2,742.711 S 48,543.773 

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 
Uabilltles 

Due To Related Fund $ 593,622. $ $ $ $ $ $ s $ $ $ S 593,622.00 

Due-to Endowment.Account 284,600 
284,600 

Sea,rltyOeposlls Payable 2,792 
2,792 

Total L1abiiities 881,014 
881,014 

NetAsse1s 
Wdhaut Doner Restridions 1,812,726 

1,812,726 

W1lh Donor Restrictions 36,865,429 63,169 1,743,443 1,190,661 28,985 644,885 1,374,785 1,179.839 16,448 2,742.711 45,851,375 

Unrealized Gain/LOSS 
(1,342) (1,342) 

Total Net.Asset$ 1,812,726 36,865,429 63,189 1,743,443 1,190,661 28,643 644,885 1.374,785 1,179.839 16,448 2,742.711 47,662,759 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $2.693.7~ ~~-- ~189___ $1,743,443 $ 1,190.661 s 28,643 $ 644,885 ..!__'.1_~74,785 s 
1.1_?9.839 -·---

, ..... • ?7.t.?71-1 ~ AA.~.~ 

The aa:orru::ianvlng notes are an lnteQral part of the financial statements. 
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND NET ASSETS Statement2 

FOR 1HE THREE MONTH PERIOD ENDED 
. MARCH 31, 2022 

(See Accountant's Review Report) 

With Donor Restrfdions 

VWhOulDonor wm, Doner - - .. Petty's lsland TGP Wetlands Wetlands 
General Fund General Fund Hyponex Petty's Island Culhnl ShOrebircl Acquisition TGPAnimals TGP Plants - Mitigation TOTAL 

.evenue (Ra:strictad) 

Contnbullon Income $ 5,000 $ $ $ 128,500 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 186,464 $ 319,964 -Materlal$andSuppfies 22 22 

Serw:es 1,375 1,375 

Malnlamn:e 1,100 1,100 --C3pftal 

Subaccount Expenses 

Other ALthortzed Expenditures 12,982 12,982 

Dep-Expense ... ,._.... 2,497 12,982 - 15,479 

Jtherlnccme-

Rentflleom8 7,900 7,900 
lnterest/Oivide lneome 227 6 145 106 132 58 122 105 2 240 1,143 
MlscellaneouS Income 6,016 6,016 

NonRecuning Land Sale 

otal Other Income 14,143 6 145 106 132 58 122 105 2 240 15,059 

xcass. Revenues Over Expensesi 
xcess (Expenses} OVer Revenues $ 16,646 $ $ 6 $ 115,663 $ 106 $ 132 $ 58 $ 122 $ 105 $ 2 $ 186,704 $ 319,544 

et AsMt Balance January 1, 2022 $ 1,796,080 $ 36,865,429 s 63,183 $ 1,627,780 $ 1,190.555 s 29,547 s 644,827 S 1,374,663 $ 1,179,734 $ 16,446 $ 2,556,007 $ 47,344,251 

Land Acquisllion 

u..- Loss/Gain (1.036) - (1,036) 

Inter Fund Transfer 

et Ass&t Balance Mar 31, 2022 $ 1.812,726 $ 36,865,429 $ 63,189 $ 1,743,443 $ 1,190,661 $ 28,6'3 $ 644,l!85 $ 1,374,785 $ 1,179,839 $ 16,448 $ 2,742,711 $ 47,662.759 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 
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MINUTES OF THE 

NATURAL LANDS TRUST MEETING 
March 25, 2022 

12:00 PM 
Via Video and Teleconference 

 
Chairman Catania called the meeting to order at 12:01 PM. A quorum of trustees was present. At 
least one of the trustees was a state governmental representative.   
 
The Open Public Meetings Act notice was provided as follows: Notice of the date, time, location, 
and agenda, to the extent known, was forwarded to three newspapers of general circulation, and 
provided to the Secretary of State in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. In addition, 
notice was provided on the Trust’s website in compliance with the Act requiring State, regional, 
and local authorities, boards, and commissions to establish a website providing specific 
information to facilitate transparency in government.   
 
In attendance were: 
Michael Catania, Chairperson 
Anne Heasly, Vice Chairperson 
Senator Bob Smith, State House 

Commission representative, Trustee 
(Arrived 12:10 PM) 

Judeth Yeany, DEP Trustee 
Larry Torok, DEP Trustee  
Emile DeVito, Trustee (Arrived 12:15 PM) 
Margaret Waldock, Trustee 
 
 
Absent: Robert Jackson, Trustee 

Eileen Murphy, Trustee 
Hannah Good, Trustee representative for the 

State Treasurer 
Marlen Dooley, Trustee representative for 

the DEP Commissioner 
Robert J. Cartica, Executive Director 
Terry Schmidt, Trust Staff 
Cari Wild, Trust Staff 
 
 
 
 

 
Guests: None. 
 
Welcome and Introductions to new Trustees 
 
New Trustees Eileen Murphy and Margaret Waldock were introduced and welcomed.  
 
General Public Comment:  
 
Mr. Catania presented the Resolutions thanking and recognizing Theresa Lettman and John 
Cecil for their many years of service to the Trust for approval. Ms. Heasly motioned for Ms. 
Lettman’s Resolution to be approved. Ms. Yeany seconded the motion, and the resolution was 
approved by a unanimous vote of 8 to 0. Mr. Torok motioned for Mr. Cecil’s Resolution to be 
approved. Ms. Heasly seconded the motion, and the resolution was approved by a unanimous 
vote of 8 to 0. 
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Financial Report: Mr. Cartica outlined the Financial Statements for the quarters ending 
September 30 and December 31, 2021. Ms. Waldock motioned to approve the Financial 
Statements. Ms. Yeany seconded the motion, and the Financial Statements were unanimously 
approved by a vote of  9 to 0. 
 
The September 24, 2021 Minutes were reviewed. Ms. Heasly motioned to approve the minutes. 
Ms. Dooley seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved by a vote of  7 to 0, with Ms. 
Murphy and Ms. Waldock abstaining. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Mr. Catania and Ms. Wild provided the Board with a Petty’s Island, Pennsauken Township, 
Camden County Status Report. In November 2021, the William Penn Foundation provided the 
second installment of  a two-year $70,000 grant to continue environmental educational 
programming at Petty’s Island. The programming provider is the Center for Aquatic Sciences 
(CAS).  
 
On November 9, 2021, Michael Catania and Cari Wild met with DEP Deputy Commissioner 
Sean Moriarty, the DEP Site Remediation Program, CITGO Petroleum Corporation, and its 
Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) on Petty’s Island site remediation issues. At the 
meeting, the LSRP asked for clarifying guidance regarding the applicable soil remediation 
standards. The DEP is requiring remediation to ecological standards after deeming the island’s 
uplands an ecologically sensitive natural resource (ESNR). The LSRP has proposed remedial 
action(s) based upon non-residential or alternate-based (recreational) standards.     
 
Mr. Catania noted that the Petty’s Island Committee needs additional members. Ms. Waldock 
and Mr. DeVito expressed interest in being members of the committee. 
   
New Business: 
 
Ms. Year presented the Nominating Committee (Ms. Murphy and Ms. Yeany) 
Recommendations for Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary/Treasurer Officers and 
motioned for their approval. Nominated for Chairperson was Michael Catania, Vice Chairperson 
was Anne Heasly, and Secretary-Treasurer was Cari Wild. The motion was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 10 to 0.   
 
Mr. Cartica presented the Spending Authorization for Calendar Year 2022. This year’s 
authorization includes several species- or habitat-specific inventories as well as land 
management projects including those to limit illegal ORV access and dumping at the Hamilton 
Preserve. Senator Smith motioned to approve the Spending Authorization for Calendar Year 
2022. Ms. Heasly seconded the motion, and the 2022 Spending Authorization was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 10 to 0. 
 
Mr. Cartica presented the Board with the Tennessee Gas Pipeline (TGP) Plant Fund-2022 
Work Plan. Trustees were advised that use of this funding is mostly at the discretion of the 
Division of Parks and Forestry even if trustees feel the proposed work is unnecessary. Mr. 
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DeVito motioned to approve the TGP Plant Fund-2022 Work Plan. Ms. Heasly seconded the 
motion, and the 2022 Work Plan was unanimously approved by a vote of 10 to 0. 
 
Mr. Cartica presented the Board with the Tennessee Gas Pipeline (TGP) Animal Fund- 
Timber Rattlesnake and Northern Copperhead Multi-Year Work Plan. The Endangered and 
Nongame Species Program (ENSP) has submitted a request and supporting documents (per our 
MOU) for the release of $870,000 from the TGP Animal Fund being held in trust by the Natural 
Lands Trust. The request proposes that the ENSP will use a maximum of $500,000 for one or 
more grants focused on eastern copperhead (formerly northern copperhead) and an additional 
$370,000 for a contract with Rutgers University. According to our MOU, the ENSP must submit 
approved meeting minutes from the Endangered and Nongame Species Advisory Committee 
(ENSAC) regarding the use of these funds. ENSP has provided documentation that ENSAC was 
presented with and approved the objectives of the projects and the total available funds to be 
used. Mr. Torok  motioned to approve the TGP Timber Rattlesnake and Northern Copperhead 
Multi-Year Work Plan. Ms. Heasly seconded the motion, and the Multi-Year Work Plan was 
approved by a vote of 9 to 0, with Mr. DeVito abstaining. 
 
The Board considered the Newbold Island-PSEG/GA Land Management Assignment Offer, 
Bordentown Township, Burlington County. Mr. DeVito motioned to approve this land 
management assignment. Ms. Murphy seconded the motion, and the land management 
assignment was approved by a vote of 9 to 0, with Ms. Yeany abstaining.  
 
The Trust’s bylaws provide that in the event a decision by the Board is required and a special 
meeting cannot be held due to time constraints or lack of a quorum, the Executive Director may 
poll the members of the Board to determine their preference on an issue. In such a circumstance, 
the Executive Director shall supply to each Board member, in writing, a draft resolution and 
information sufficient for Board consideration. With the concurrence of at least seven (7) 
members of the Board, the Executive Director may act in accordance with the resolution.  The 
same resolution will then be presented to the Board, for affirmation, at its next regularly 
scheduled meeting. 
 
On January 20, 2022, Mr. Cartica circulated via email a Resolution Approving Sale of Three 
Pinelands Developments Credits (PDCs) and polled the Trust’s Board to determine their 
preference on the Resolution and received the following responses: 
 
Michael Catania Yes   Emile DeVito  Yes 
Anne Heasly  Yes   Margaret Waldock Yes 
Theresa Lettman Yes   Eileen Murphy Yes 
Judeth Yeany  Yes    Senator Smith  Yes 
Larry Torok  Yes   Marlen Dooley Yes 
Hannah Good  Yes 
 
Therefore, the Resolution was approved. Senator Smith motioned to affirm the Resolution. Mr. 
Torok seconded the motion, and the Resolution was unanimously affirmed by a vote of 10 to 0. 
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Ms. Wild presented the Draft 2021 Annual Report text. It was requested that the Board provide 
any comments/changes on the draft report within the next thirty days. Mr. DeVito motioned to 
approve the draft report subject to Board members and staff having the flexibility to incorporate 
changes. Ms. Yeany seconded the motion, and the 2021 Annual Report was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 10 to 0.  
 
Mr. Catania noted the reestablishment of a Trust Shorebird Committee to evaluate issues such as 
replenishment of the Trust’s Shorebird Fund, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s 
use of the ARM model, limits on female horseshoe crab harvest, and the potential for a stable 
funding source for habitat stabilization/restoration. The Committee includes Ms. Murphy 
(Committee Chair), Mr. Catania, and Mr. Torok.    
 
The currently scheduled dates for 2022 Board meetings are June 24, September 16, and 
December 2, 2022. 
 
Ms. Heasly motioned for the meeting to be adjourned. Mr. Torok seconded the motion, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 1:30 PM by a unanimous vote of  10 to 0. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Cari Wild 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

         
 

Writing The Land  
2024 

www.writingtheland.org   www.nature-culture.net 
 

 
Project Description: 
Writing the Land is a year-long, recurring partnership between the environmental and creative 
communities meant to promote and support the protection of lands. 
 

• Centrally coordinated poets each adopt a conserved property from a list provided by 
participating organizations/land trusts.  

• Poets are vetted by Writing the Land and based on their preferences/locations/expertise 
are allowed to adopt a particular property (organizations may participate in the vetting of 
their poets if desired) 

• Poets will provide their poems in written form, and read at least one of their poems either 
on site or on a recording made elsewhere which can be embedded and shared on land 
trust websites etc. 

• Finished project poems may be published in printed and video forms on 
www.writingtheland.org, as well as made into annual anthologies which can be sold, 
raffled, or given away as a fundraising vehicle, available at wholesale to the land trusts 
and to poets. Land trusts may use the poems in their outreach materials providing proper 
acknowledgement to the poet and the project. Land trusts will each have a chapter of a set 
# of pages (currently 10 pages) in the anthology to which they can add whatever related 
material they choose.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.writingtheland.org/
https://www.nature-culture.net/


RESOLUTION OF THE NJ NATURAL LANDS TRUST 
APPROVING DELAWARE BAY MIGRATORY SHOREBIRD PROJECT 2022 

BUDGET REQUEST BY ENDANGERED AND NONGAME SPECIES  
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Natural Lands Trust (Trust) manages the Delaware Bay 
Migratory Shorebird Fund (Shorebird Fund) and annually approves budget requests by the 
Conserve Wildlife Foundation (CWF) and the Department of Environmental Protection, Division 
of Fish and Wildlife, Endangered and Nongame Species Program (ENSP) for funding from the 
Shorebird Fund; and 
 

WHEREAS, based on the availability of federal funds, CWF is not seeking funding in 
2022 from the Trust’s Shorebird Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, ENSP requests $4,500 from the Trust’s Shorebird Fund for Fish and 
Wildlife’s Bureau of Law Enforcement to provide shorebird protection activities along Delaware 
Bayshore beaches during the 2022 migratory shorebird season; and  
  
 WHEREAS, on March 5, 2021, the Trust approved the 2021 Delaware Bay Migratory 
Shorebird Project budget, which included $7,500 for ENSP to fund shorebird protection 
activities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Trust was recently presented with a reimbursement request from ENSP 
in the amount of $4,280.06 for 2021 shorebird protection activities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as of  December 31, 2021, the Trust’s Shorebird Fund balance was $29,547 
consisting of $7,248 in cash and cash equivalents, and $22,299 in long-term investments, which 
after reimbursing ENSP for 2021 activities will be reduced to a balance of approximately 
$25,267; and    
  

WHEREAS, ENSP has requested confirmation of available funds for law enforcement 
before the start of the migratory shorebird season in May 2022, which occurs before the next 
regularly scheduled Board meeting on June 24, 2022; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Trust’s bylaws provide that in the event a decision by the Board is 

required and a special meeting cannot be held due to time constraints or lack of a quorum, the 
Executive Director may poll the members of the Board to determine their preference on an issue.  
In such a circumstance, the Executive Director shall supply to each Board member, in writing, a 
draft resolution and information sufficient for Board consideration. With the concurrence of at 
least seven (7) members of the Board, the Executive Director may act in accordance with the 
resolution.  The same resolution will then be presented to the Board, for affirmation, at its next 
regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Trust approves ENSP’s Delaware 
Bay Migratory Shorebird Project 2022 budget request in the amount of $4,500.  
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