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WASHINGTON CROSSING STATE PARK, NJ

Musing on the Seasons of Change
By
Wayne Henderek
“Hello,

I will take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name
is Wayne Henderek. I came on staff as the naturalist here, at
the WCSP Nature Center this past November [1986]. I reside in
Jamesburg, NJ along with my wife Barbara and my two monthold daughter, Samara.
I am a graduate of Rutgers University with a Bachelors
Degree in Wildlife Biology from Cook College, and a Masters in
Agricultural Education, Renewable Natural Resources from the
Graduate School of Education. Prior to my taking this present
position, I had been employed ...”

Park Naturalist Wayne Henderek displays life on the forest
floor to visitors in WCSP.

T

his is how I opened my first article in the Winter,
1987 edition of this WCSP (Washington Crossing State Park)
newsletter as a new state park employee some 35 years ago.
Since that time, Barb and I moved to Titusville, literally a stone’s
throw from the park, where we added three more children to our
budding family, Jay, Marty and Robyn. Samara is now a mom
herself, with three children of her own and lives relatively nearby
in Bernardsville, NJ.
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Now, I’m writing to say goodbye. Life is made up
of seasons: childhood, young adulthood, married life, careers,
business ventures, church and group affiliations, friendships that
come and go, the child rearing years, the empty nest years, retirement, etc. I’ve determined that it is time to move on into the next
season of life, the twilight years and retirement.
Working here has been a blessing, to say the least. My
park coworkers have been wonderful and I will miss all of them
dearly. Imagine a job where you can roll out of bed, land at your
desk and spend a good portion of your working week playing
in the woods. Someone once advised that if you can manage to
make your avocation your vocation, you will never work a day
in your life. It has been a rewarding career in which I’ve been
able to meet great folks, learn much, love much and I’ve had the
opportunity to pass the baton of conservation and environmental
stewardship on to future generations. Indeed, kids that visited me
at the Nature Center with their classes, camps and scout groups
years ago often return as adults for more of the same with their
own children in tow, and the cycle goes on.
It is not exactly true however, that I haven’t “worked a
day in my life”. In fact, it wasn’t simply a matter of playing in the
woods. I’ve been quite busy. Just, that being so has brought me
great joy. I would dare say that the WCSP Nature Center has been
a veritable mill of interpretive activity for the past generation. The
following is a summary of the activities I’ve/we’ve been able to
accomplish in my 35 year tenure in the state park either directly,
or as the supervisor of a fantastic group of hard-working seasonal
employees and dedicated volunteers: 860 of various types of trail
hikes, some 500 pond, river and stream programs, 224 survival
programs, 222 maple sugaring events, 215 tree/forestry programs,
189 ropes and rope course activities, 188 wildlife programs,
183 nature craft and camp lore activities, 146 insect/invertebrate
programs, 130 ecology programs, 123 soils/geology events, 108
activities in primitive technologies and Native American lore, 100
lessons in outdoor navigation and over 1200 interpretive activities
other than the above including films, videos and slide presentations, astronomy programs, preschool nature sensory programs,
conservation activities, educator training programs, nature scavenger/ treasure hunts and games, sports and recreational activities.
Nearly 100,000 park visitors have participated in formal interpretive programs during this time. In 1997 we replaced an old retrofitted farmhouse with a new, much more functional nature center
building with permanent exhibits. We’ve planted gardens. We’ve
cleared and maintained miles of trails and built a multitude of
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trail structures such as stream and bog bridges, boardwalks, water
erosion bars and trail drains and wildlife nesting/roosting boxes.
And, in addition to authoring numerous fact sheets, monographs
and informational brochures about WCSP and its natural resources, I’ve edited 135 editions of the park newsletter, Nature’s
Grapevine.
My official job title was ‘naturalist’ when I started out
here. Back then, I never referred to myself as “Ranger Wayne”
and, I used to cringe when park visitors started using the moniker,
partly because there used to be another group of park employees
who technically had the Ranger title and partly because I thought
it sounded a bit corny. After a while though, the name grew
on me and I eventually started to like it. I guess I more or less,
evolved into Ranger Wayne. Now, it’s time for me to put aside
my trekking poles, lay down my pen and hang my binoculars. I’m
grateful to the New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry and the
State of New Jersey for giving me an opportunity to serve. So,
as I move along, Ranger Wayne will be Ranger Wayne no more.
But, keep your eyes open and your ears primed. You’ll still find
me on the trails,
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WCSP sustained severe damage along park roads and trails
from July’s tornado.

Volunteer Notes
Ellen Coleman, Ewing, assisted with numerous programs.
The Amateur Astronomers Assn. of Princeton brought out
equipment on Labor Day weekend to give visitors an up close
look at the sun.

This newsletter is available free of charge electronically. It can be downloaded at the web address
below. Requests to be included on the emailing list
may be made by contacting the Nature Center.

Debbie Wenke led a great trail yoga session in September.
The Washington Crossing Trail Crew came out for trail and
grounds maintenance in July, August and September. The crew
was able to repair most of the damage to our trail bridges from
the Hurricane Ida flooding.
Paul Moran, Allentown, NJ, also helped with trail work.

Around the Park
] On July 29 an EF-2 tornado came across Baldpate Mountain and touched down in WCSP doing severe damage along
park roads and trails. Hundreds of trees came down causing trail
blockages mostly in the northeastern sections of the park.Thankfully, most of our buildings were spared. We then got clobbered
with the remnants of Hurricane Ida on Sept. 2. Many of the foot
bridges along the Steele Run were washed out We have been
working to mitigate the damage as quickly as possible.

Phone..........(609) 737-0609
Fax...............(609) 737-0627
Email............wayne.henderek@dep.nj.gov
Hours............Wed - Sat 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sun 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Mon and Tues
Website........www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/
parks/washcros.html

] Will Gragilla and Elizabeth Tomkins, two valued seasonal
employees of several summers, have moved on. Will has transferred, with his family, to the Buffalo, NY area. Elizabeth has
taken a full time position with a consulting firm in North Jersey.
We will miss both these folks and we wish them well.
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Park Naturalist
& Newsletter Editor......Wayne Henderek
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Autumn Programs
at the
Nature Center
The following is a list of activities being offered through the Nature Center at Washington Crossing State Park in Titusville,
New Jersey. These programs are offered free of charge unless otherwise indicated. Attendance is limited and is available
on a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis. All children must be accompanied by an adult. All programs will initially meet at the Nature Center unless otherwise indicated. In the event of inclement weather, some programs might be canceled. It is always
advisable to call ahead before coming out. These events are available to families and individuals only. Programs for scouts,
schools, home school groups and other groups are available and scheduled separately by special arrangement. Phone:
(609) 737-0609
LOCKATONG FALLS HIKE (preteens – adult) Sunday October 3, 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Lockatong Creek in Delaware Twp. has many
interesting cascades and rock outcrops along its banks. We will drive to the Lockatong Wildlife Management Area and follow the
White Trail loop from the parking area, down to the falls and back (approx. 3 miles). Meet at Niederer’s Pond on Church Rd. We will
carpool to the Wildlife Management Area (call the Nature Center for directions). Note: Wear hiking boots. The first, and final half mile
of the hike is likely to be quite wet and muddy. Advanced registration required. Free.
TREES OF THE PARK (pre-teens-adult) Sunday October 10, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Washington Crossing State Park is home to scores
of species of native trees and shrubs as well as many non-natives that have become naturalized. Join the park naturalist on a walk and
learn how to identify many of the most common species. Advanced registration required. Free.
FAMILY NATURE WALK (all ages) Saturday October 16, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Join us for an informal naturalist-guided trail walk.
Free.
PARK FOLIAGE HIKE (9 yrs. - adult) Sunday October 24, 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. This is a naturalist-guided 3 1/2 - 4 mile hike taking
on the park’s natural and historic areas, and several interesting and remote sections of the park during the fall foliage season. Wear
sturdy footwear. Bring drinking water, a snack and a pair of binoculars (if you wish). Advanced registration required. Free.
TOMAHAWK THROWING (adults) Sunday October 31, 1:30 -3:30 p.m. Come on out and try your hand at sticking a tomahawk or
small hatchet into a target at about 15 ft. Maybe even hit a bull’s-eye. Free.
SHELTER BUILDING WILDERNESS SURVIVAL (6 yrs. - adult) Sunday November 7, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. This program will
deal with the fundamentals pertaining to survival when lost in the wild. Participants will construct a weatherproof shelter completely
from native materials. Advanced registration required. Free.
GEOCACHE WASHINGTON CROSSING STATE PARK (preteens – adult) Sunday November 14, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. Geocaching is a high-tech update on the old-fashioned scavenger hunt game, which utilizes GPS (global positioning system) technology to
locate objects hidden in the park. Participants will learn how to obtain information and hints from the Geocaching.com website, on
the location of dozens of geocache sites in and around the state park. They will then use handheld GPS devices to go out and find as
many caches as possible. Once a cache is found, participants typically will sign in on the log contained within and then take an object
from the cache box after leaving a trinket for subsequent geocachers. Participants should bring a pocket full of trinkets to exchange
when they locate caches. Trinkets can include small toys and balls, plastic jewelry, pens, pencils, scratch pads, patches, action figures,
coins, etc. A limited number of GPS navigation devices will be made available to participants on a first come, first served basis. Bring
your own handheld GPS device or smart phone with Geocaching app installed if you have one. Advanced registration required. Fee:
$2.00/person (exact change please).
MID-WEEK AFTERNOON AEROBIC HIKE (preteen-adult) Thursday November 18, 1:00 (weather permitting). Join us for a
brisk, 2-3.5 mi. guided hike on selected trails in the state park. Route to be determined. Advanced registration required. Bring a water
bottle and wear hiking shoes. The trails will be quite wet in sections.Advanced registration required. Free.
(More park programs, next page)
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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Autumn Programs
at the
Visitor Center Museum
(609) 737-0623

MUSKET FIRING DEMONSTRATIONS. (Saturdays October 2, 9, 23, 30 November 6, 13, 20 & 27.at 2:00 p.m.) Join a Park
Historian for an interpretive talk about some of the weapons used during the American Revolution and their use during the Battle of
Trenton. Included will be a musket firing demonstration. Free.
LECTURE The Christmas Night Crossing. (Saturday, December 11, 2:00 p.m.) Using diaries and letters of the participants, Resource Interpretive Specialist Clay Craighead will give a lecture on the significance of the Christmas Night Crossing and the Battle of
Trenton. Free.
THE CHRISTMAS DAY CROSSING REENACTMENT. (Saturday, December 25, 1:00 p.m.) Commemorate the 245th anniversary of George Washington’s famous Christmas Night crossing of the Delaware River by viewing the annual reenactment. Free.
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