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This 
Presentation

•Context – The State Water Plan & Act 220

•Climate Change in Pennsylvania

•Climate Change Adaptation in Water 

Resources

•The Delaware Basin



Act 220

•Signed into Law in 2002
•Requires assessment of Pennsylvania’s water 
resources
•Establishes seven committees



The State Water Plan

•Signed in 2023
•Information
•Assessments
•Recommendations
•Non-regulatory



Climate Change in 
Pennsylvania

•Pennsylvania Climate Action Plan (2018 & 

2021)

•Pennsylvania Climate Impacts Assessment 

(2021)



Adaptation in Water Resources

•Recommendations were tied to 

objectives in the Climate Action Plan



Example



Regional Climate 
Considerations

•Large Population Centers – impervious surfaces.

•ACCC – Assist with research, updating scenarios, 

crafting tools.



Specific to the Delaware 
River Basin

•Acknowledgement of the risk of drought, 

aquifer recharge, as well as flooding

•Saltwater intrusion



Get In Touch

The Department of Environmental Protection’s mission is to protect Pennsylvania’s air, land and water resources and to provide for the health and 
safety of its residents and visitors, consistent with the rights and duties established under the Environmental Rights Amendment (Article 1, Section 27 

of the Pennsylvania Constitution).

James Horton
Bureau of Safe Drinking Water
10th Floor Rachel Carson State 

Office Building
400 Market Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
…

717 772-1100 / jahorton@pa.gov


