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County Warning Area
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S Forecast Office - Mount Holly, NJ
Fort i, N\ WSR-66 Doppler Radar:

® Senior Forecasters : 5

» General Forecasters: 5
 Meteorological Interns: 4
« Electronic Technicians: 3
* Hydrologist: 1

* Management: 5

* IT position: 1
*Administrative support:1
Total Personnel: 25




Hurricane Hazel - 1954

Rainfall 2 inches or greater
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Less then two
inches of rain
from the
Hurricane Hazel
October 1954
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Diane, iandfail Aug 17

connie, iandrail Aug 12
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On August 12, 1955,
Hurricane Connie came
ashore in North Carolina. The
next day, she soaked the mid
Atlantic region with torrential

rains, setting the stage for her
sister, Diane, to create havoc
just five days later.
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Radar image of
Hurricane Connie as it
approached the North

Carolina Coast
August 12, 1955
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Radar photos taken
August 12,1955
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Another view of radar operating room, Time-lapse 35 mm.
camera on independent repeater scope, radar plotting board
and 24-inch projection PFI repeater are shown from center
to left, respectively.

SPIM antenna on 85-foot
tower. Two emergency
gasoline engine-genera-
tors are located inshelter
at left foot of tower.
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WASHINGTON WEATHER DUREAU ADVISCRY NUMDER 36 CONNIE 11 A EST

AUGUST 12 1955 .

HURRICANE CONNIE IS AGAIN SHOWING SIGNS OF ERRATIC MUVEMENT AND DURING
THE PAST FEW HUURS HAS \VED CN A MORE NCRTHERLY CCUKSE PASSING INLAND
NEAR WMOREHEAD CITY NC ABOUT 9 AM EST. AT 11 Alf EST THE HURRICANE WAS
CENTERED NEAR LATITUDE 35.1 N LONGITUDE 76.8 W OR ABUT 60 MILES WEST
OF CAFE HATTERaS. IT IS MUVING NORTHWARD ABGUT 12 MPH AND HURRIGAWE
FORCE WINDS EXTEND CUTWARD AD.UT 50 MILES EAST OF THE CENTER AND ONLY
L SEORT DISTANCE OTHER DIRECTICNS. GALES EXTEND uUT 250 MILES TO THE
NCRTHELST AND 150 MILES TO THE SOUTHWEST. CONTINUED NURTHNALD B VEMENT
CF 10 TC 12 MPH IS INDICATED F'R THE NEXT 12 H.URS AND THIS WILL PLACE
THE HURRIC/NE IN SUUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA ABCUT MIDNIGHT. THERE IS HC
INDICATI N “F ACCELERATI W IN FURWARD SPEED AT THIS TIME AND THE HURRI-
CAWE IS EXPECTED T WEAKEN GRLDUALLY AFTER ANCTHER 6 HOURS. TIDES WILL
AVERAGE 5 FEET ARTVE NURMAL ALONG THE ATLANTIC CCAST IN THE PATH .F

THE ST.RM 4S FAR N RTH AS DELAWARE BREAKWLTER AND MAY RANGE AS HIGH AS
8 FEET LD"VE NCREAL AT SCME POINTS AS THE STORM PASSES. _EEAVY RATN
WILL OCCUR NCRTH OF THE STIRM ALCNG THE COAST. ALTHLUGH THERE IS AN
INDICATION THAT B RURRICINE WILL GRADUALLY WEAKEN ALL INTCRESTS
ALCNG THE COAST NoRTH OF THE HURRICANE DISPLAYS SH.ULD CUNTINUE T DE
+N THE ALERT FUR PUSSIDLE EXTENSIUN OF NRNINGS. HURRICANE WARNINGS
ARE DISPLAYED NURTH (F MYRTLE BEACHE T DELAWALE DREAKWATER AND NCRTH-
EALST STORM WARNINGS N RTHWARD TO PRUVINCETUWN MASS. WARNINGS WILL DE
LOWERED SOUTH oF THE STORM THIS AFTERNCUN AS WINDS SUBSIDE. NEXT
ADVISURY WILL PE FROM WASHINGTCN AT SPM AND A BULLETIN WILL BE ISSUED
DY 2PM

SCHMIDT WEATHER DUREAU WASH.
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WASHINGT. N WELTHER DURELU LDVIS RY NUMZER ADVIS.RY NULDER 39 C.WNIE
§ Al EST AUGUST 13 19565.

el 511 HUTRICANE WARNINGS HAVE ZEEN L.WERBD DUT ST R WARNINGS REALIN
DISPLAYED FR 4 DELAW. KE DREAKWATER N RTHWARD T ELSTP RT -WMLINE AND
ST Rt J.RWINGS N DELAWARE 2AY AKD UPPER CHESAPELKE BAY WILL-ZE L WERED
LaTBX THIS if RNING AFTER THE CENTER PASSES. DURING THE PiST 6 H.URS
C.NNIE HAS “EEN .i VING IN 4 GENERiL N RTHERLY DIRECTI N J@ CHESAFELXE
ZAY AT LD UT 17 MPH AND HAS L ST S ME F ITS INTENSITY #ITH WINDS W W
GENERLLLY 30 T 40 MFH IN N RTHERN AND EASTSRN SECT.RS EXCEST 40 T.
50 HFH N THE C iSTS F NEii JExSEY /WD L NG ISLiND. AT § A BST ..
1000 ZEZRh.. IT #AS CENTERED 38.6 N.RTH AD 76,5 WEST 'R Al UT 40
MILES § UTHE.ST .F W.SHINGT N DC. M VEMENT T.WiRD THE N RTH R N RTHVEST
AT A UT 17 MPE IS INDICATED F R THE WEXT 12 T. 24 H URS WITH FURTHER
DECRBASE IV WINDS AR UND THE CENTER DURING TVE AFTERN K .8 THE CENTER
FILLS ‘VER PENNSYLVANLi. e e
HWEVER BELVY RLINS - VB ARELS F FENNSYLVAULA NEW JE.SEY AND NE4 ¥ RK
STATE WILL LIKELY CLUSE C NSIDEW.ULE FL . DING. TIDES IN DELAWLRE
LY AND 4L NG C #8T.L LKEAS NEW JERSEY /D L NG ISLLND AY¥ RUN 2 T
6 FEET AL VE N RLL WITH HEAVY SEAS. DAECAUTI NS SH ULD »E TAKEN INLLND
ARE.S IN PATH F ST R AGAINST HEAVY RAINS AND FL "DING AWD ALL PRE-
CAUTI NS TAKEN N C ..STAL AREAS NEw JE SEY /XD L NG ISLAND AGAINST
HIGH TIDES AND HELVY SELS DUE T BAST AND § UTHELST WINDS 45 T 50
MPH THIS i RWING GRADULLLY DIMINISHING DURING AFTERN ¥ . R DVEWING.
THE NEXT DULLETIN -N THIS ST R WILL UE ISSURD AT 8 Al EST AND THE

NEXT iDVIS RY WILL xsSUEAT 11 £ EST.
N.RQUEST WEATHER DUREAU WASHINGT N
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Hurricane Connie
August 11-15; 1955
1911 sites
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Maximum: 13.24"
‘Fort Schuyler, NY

WFO Philadelphia/Mount Holly NJ




Hurricane Connie

41 people killed

$15 million in damages ($121.8 million 2010 dollars)
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Hurricane Diane made landfall
on the North Carolina coast
on August 17, 1955, just 5
days after Connie. She soon
weakened to a tropical storm
before beginning a slow
march northward. By August
18th, heavy rains began to
affect the mid Atlantic region
as Diane made a sharp turn
up the coast.

. R R RSB
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Paths of Connie & Diane

August 1955

Adapted from U. S. Weather Bureay
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Hurricane Connie /

August 11-15; 1955
1911 sites )

— )

Maximum: 13.24

Fort Schuyler, NY : T Hurricane Diane
August 15-19, 1955
1622 sites
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1955 Flood
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Brodhead Creek @ Minisink Hills, Pa
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Neshaminy Creek @ Langhorne, Pa
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*Between 184 and 200 people killed along the eastern seaboard

*99 people killed in the Delaware River Valley
88 in Pennsylvania (74 in Monroe County alone)
*11 in New Jersey and southern New York State

sLargest loss of life occurred at Camp Davis, a religious retreat just

south of Analomink, where 37 people perished (mostly women and
children)

*Boy Scouts on Treasure Island, Campfire Girls on Pennington
Island, and church campers on Pennington and Marshall Islands
were all successfully evacuated by more than a dozen aircraft
(mainly helicopters) within a 90 minute time period

Source: Devastation on the Delaware
by Mary A. Shafer
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Diane ‘Heads For Georgia And South Carolina Coasts

Three Actors Refuse Says He ‘Saw The Face Of Death’ Humid Weather 'North Carolina Placed
To Answer Questions y | Slated To Stay | O Alert; North Florida
| Here Tomorrow In Path Of Heavy Wind
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Diane Drives Menacingly Toward Carolina Coastline

Actor Challenges Right | Sweet Little ‘Hurricanes’
Of Walter Committee To ]
Quiz Him On Activities |

Charges Honse Unit Probe Helping In Blacklisting
Of Entertainers For Political Reasons;
Fails To Invoke 5th Amendment

More Wind, Rain Expected To Enter
In Pennsylvania

Seen Over Diane CArolinas Tonight
Rains 'i.'m\t To Start OI' Early TOmOI‘l‘OW
3 ds U B e

FVirginia Capes Are Placed On Alert;
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[ Vo oays Ieds bagged Unarmed U. S. Plane In Korea

Streeter Is Appointed “eynerSaysB!ll
Acting Postmaster; To  To Buy Round
Take Oath On Monday Valley Will Pass

Assistant Postmaster General Hints Callaban A" Bl Phepared oy
Will Return To Assistamt Postmaster Jol
Acts After ‘Kicked Around’ File Returned

Young Amputee Leaves Hospital

Second Craft | Searehing
' For Wreckage Fired On
' By ‘Friendly’ AA Guns
Fate Of Captain And Lieutenant, Sole Two

Aboard T-6 Trainer Knocked Down Over
ilitarized Zone. Remains Unknown

¥ desk after it had 2

mesnt by e

Leader Praises --T"-: e
MCCFor Cutting
Prices OF Milk

Milk Dealers To Fight
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efore Walter

:Diane Loses Big Kick YoskoPromises .
Milk Price War  Becomes Somewhat Wer, Hearings ToBring
Threat Swdied  Windy In Visiting North Many &uggestlonc

By “tmer,()\ﬂu Iy Rain Tomorrow In Pennsylvania Will fie S0y Teimeny (About

In Form Of Scattered Showers: Jersex's
“Shore Feels Few Effects Of Hurricane
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Record Crest Due At 9 P.M.

£ Aetual-Crestoccusred.-petween 9 and 10 P.M.
our Dead,
Hub In 24 Hours

" Power Cut,;:
m;,,:;r:;“,\l_;_u & -.-' e i Spans Out
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Airlift Rescues
Campers In Area
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7.07 Inches Of Rain
In Upper Delaware
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80 In Area Feared Dead In Flood
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Twm-Czty Link Is Broken I Era Ends On The Delaware

£

bridee joining Nerthumplon sirest
floor dan e Tat A phatograph taken from an uirplane is the epitaph for 4 ]

tes the free bridpes closeit 1 Presldent Androw uckuorn s Hers ¢
lurmbia covared bridges staried I T831s completed tn 1665, 4n

Stroudsburg Writer jDegﬁﬁdo‘l’j‘f};;‘fﬁf,’;f#‘ijg:g;f‘ni}s'ﬁ Known Dead
“ToGetSpan I Monroe 643
May Hit 100
Many ‘Unaccounted For;®

9 Of 46 At Camp Davis
Saved: 12 &+ill \liccing

Deseribes T ragedy

Rescue Workers Marvel
At Woman Who Lost Son, {;efl C;r?;edv,
Girl, Mo!her, 4 Others '1ewed Grim
. Death Drama

West Paterson Wo
Torn From As 2 mwian L moear
hsten

9 Helps Others To Identify Bodies
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Bridge Washout over the Brodhead Creek
between Stroudsburg and East Stroudsburg
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| Shore Resorts ‘
Alerted on Storm |

ECmﬂnndthhnM i

storm, the local Weativer Bureau
| reported. |
| Henry P. Acams, chief meteor- |
[ ologist here, said it was too early|
[to tel what effect the hurricane
| would have on this area, but what- |
iever Diane may have in store for|
| Pennsylvania should start to ﬂe-;
'velop late tonight or tomorrow. ‘
HEAVY RAINS LIKELY |
| Adams said that if the storm|
‘moves inland, as Connie did last
week. the area is Likely to get heavy
_rains, but not too much winds. |
| Oceasional and easterly winds|
:increasing to 25 miles an hour were|
\forecast for today. Heavier rain
{should develop late tonight or to-
morrow, depending on the course
and pace of the hurricane. |

| AREA GETS SHOWERS
! Brief but heavy showers fell in|
various sections of ‘the Philadel-
‘phia area yesterday safternoon.
Light showers were re; else-
where in the city and suburbs.
In Delaware township, N. J, a

ricane Diane as she drives on
the Carolina coast. Arrows extending from eye of | m i
Diane show how windsextend to north and east. Hur- | relative humidity at this point was |
ricane warnings are up north of Wilmington, N. C., |a sticky 65 percent.

to Cape Hatteras, N.C. Diane now is some 115 miles |HUMIDITY TO STICK
southeast of Myrtle Beach, S, C, | Stghtly cooler temperatures

WFO Philadelphia/Mount Holly NJ in New England and the Middle
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Tired Diane
Puffs Way
Info Virginia

Loses Hurricane
Title; Heavy Rain
Hits Phila. Area

New Code 'New Mercantile' Levy

‘ - -
%BIF I;WIS o Hinted in Compromise
B | ?V Oriure ‘5 Point State Tax Plan
et : Soft Drinks
- el Face Impost

| May Never Face
WASHINGTON, Aug. 17 (U8 el Bl"S’
By JOSERT . MiLLER
1eg

[Demacratic legisative lieuten
[ants snd Republican sema
|chiets “today weee e

'5h A. Burke [right) is congratulated by Adm. Robert B, :‘.:mm
T L‘:lucﬁhiTIN:ul Operations at ceremonies at Naval Acad.
lis, ine en is Secref of the N
€m. Carney is the 9 :»w'.'ls':u, :vw e S T I”"
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ainitytng Diane

e MTATS  Diine late Lemuel B. chaneld prelim

. ot

100 the financial records af the
e ShoL” clients whe reportedly

evumed next
T o 9 [ Monday. xhen e Gasernar mests

American Activi

o The Name's ihe Sama
WFO Philadelphia/Mount Holly NJ




o 100
——
STATUTE MILES.

Cope

e

-

PRI
.\gleNGTON
C. T D NN Coe Fear
U TTMYRTLE

Charlestan SEACH

MAP SHOWS COURSE OF HURRICANE DIANE

WFO Philadelphia/Mount Holly NJ

[+] 100
—
STATUTE MILES

p Cape
') Hotteros
-
forngel
.\;ILMINGTOM
L Cape Feor
Atlantie
Oceon

MAP SHOWS COURSE OF HURRICANE DIANE

iladelphia/Mount Holly NJ




|
e fria Anguiver emar

CITY EDITION
v’gm%yr" or ‘ﬂ!!ﬂre People i

\up&—-.. Dalty, €2,011; Bumtay, 111302, 127th Year FRIDAY MORNING, AUGUST 13 1955 . WFIL'S60 KC # WFIL-TV CH. 6 FIVE CENTS

Floods Spread Havoc in Phila. Area;
Tamaqua Under Water; 8 Are Dead

|Schofield 2 Drowm’ngs Listed Here;
. begacy Faces

1400 Marooned on Trains
U.S. Tieup

Floods described as the worst to hit the area in recent years spread havoc: Ihw -
out Philadelphia and Southeastern Pennsylvania last night and early today as the”
lashing tail of Hurricane Diane swept through with cloudburst force on its way north-

Federal Action
Planned to Guard '
Huge Tax Claims

An !ndepe

ward.
The darkened streets of Tamaqua, turned into & shambles by as m\«h 1 e i

f flood. water, were being patrolled by two companies of the Nagjonal Guard as offi,
cials there decreed . storm emerguncy after the Schuy kil srean o pauts 1o the

| y for the first time in 52 years. That river was expected to be four feet above

fiood level at the Fairmount Dam here this morning.
';".m"- " At least eight deaths on rain-slicked highways and in 1nwllensuuml of the area. N
S were attributed to the storm, which dumped as much as fo 8 of rain on some
‘the entine $480.110 estate of the localtics. The Weather Bureau report £31d 275 inches of rain fll fn sever hours,
Iata Comman Piéas Jodge John| Washed-out bridges, landslides and swirling flood waters marooned travelers
| o Yoo B urs-| | | and cut the majority of main trafic arteries in the southeastern part of the State, Two.
il Lackawanna Railroad trains were stranded by washed-out roadbeds in the Pocono
S m[:‘__“’"‘. Mountains, with some 400 passe apes aboard.
Behatiad, jeading trial lawree Nearly half of the southern en testown, also on the <.ch..,|h:| was evacul
who s Jed " Micagmcty ; [ated during the night as flood waters poured through low - lying resident
P et = Allentown deslared a flood alert as residents ¢ h e re watshedthé rampaging Lebigh
e e et River rise steadily higher,
Mocagtan's swiaie, (aiad ta e A freak “twister™ swept in mid. an
M b e i o o counties. unroafing & number of Fiiuses in Honeybrook, 12 miles west of Coatesvills,
98 s and ripping the roofs off a foundry and several other indusirial plants in Hamburg,
- e Berks couniy.

i
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¥
H
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e drenching downpour of rain, which began in the coal regions about noon and
mr»m.l,m. ¢ 5 P. M. pushed every stream in the metropolitan area over its banks
during the night, % the evacuation of hundreds of families from their bomes both

Apuw' story of the | Police, Firemen
forrential rains and flash | Rescue 80 With

u..a...nm-m...n nd swirl down Broad
wabers from the Schaylil and Litile covored arsa foa

S22 Red Air Aftack [Farmer’s Truck Death GoP Assemb[y fchey R on

s e o e mpag Mlny
B e Al Barhiarir R evenhed ac Muosdaw  In2or i
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Floods Kill 81; Lbss 1n Billions;
_ Penna., New Eng}a nd Battered

1!9 Die in Poconos Area, -
Many Towns Are Léolated

[ Here ia the situation in the flsede which kil  total of 81 persons and caused
Hione of dollars' damage on the Northeast senboard yesierdas
. PENNSYLVANIA—
n Faters ol the Delmape, S
1 flood damage in 52 vears. Pranerty ted 2t hundreds of millions. Pocona
21 dlad and scores missing, Delaware River
pected 1 he five feet above flood xtage here taday,  Gor. Leader asked President
Eiscnhower to declare devastated regions “major disaster areas.”
NEW JERSEY—Four dead. cight m issing .n-.mm.mnwrimmw Del: ]

are River and its tributaries engulfed lowla everdl hundred homeles
NEW YORK—Miny Catakill ecort fowrn flooded. Port Jerets isolated and
inder emerzency decree, with one drowned. 1200 homeless. and many bridges and
Foars washed out.
MASSACHUSETTS—Eléven dead, of whom six were drowned, two electrocuted,
by Killed in traffic accidents. ax the heaviest rainfall in.the State’s history, 1113
pches. was recorded. Gar. Christian Herter declared ettt of emerpener.

CONNECTICUT—Gov. Abraham Riblen(f declared state of emergency as 25
ere reported dead and scores Af nthers missing. Ribicoff alsn told President Eisen-
¢ telegram that “we gre faced with 2 major disacter.”
RHODE ISLAND—One [drowned, heacy property damage.
VIRGINIA—Dne drownkd, one missing. Flood waters receding

Stroudsburg Gas, | The picturastoryofthe | 38 Dead in Penna.;
|| Drinking Water floods is in Today's World sovernor Views
Cut Off in Storm :n Page ,"V": list of Disaster Areas

Death whd gestriction awept

Sowcle o 1he 1wt
e
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" Pocono Flood Deaths May Hj
‘ y Hit 85,
43 Are SWp Away at One Camp

SR .Eight-State- Toll Mounts to 143;
New Disasters Hit New England

Eight flood-ravaged n
148 persons e raEed Portheastern States, |

ting  huzards, Litch .
ese condits i itchfield, Torri) w ith T
PENNSYLYANIA—50 knowh desd 1. 1 misaing ; Winsied, Ansonia; Sevmons ertaomtl, 70
fort ares, 26 others reported micine s Putaam desciated by rampaing Niogasick River
a3 inundated. Death toll now 1« MASSACHUSETTS—13 dead, several missing. *
21l uaknows' sioen ™t Statewiie Taop i bogian o eyral missing.
s homels: UP to feed thousands of homejexs. © ) o0 St

RHODE ISLAND—One dead. Emergence de.

o clared. Blackstone Ri
L ’:F'EEV:;-f‘l;:!ldudh Goveinor declare third largest city of M‘;’.,’.x‘f.m”‘“" o
has ¢ rophe.” an VIRGINIA—Three dead. 120 families driven "

3 - from homes, But crisis ov
mu = ut crisis over as waters recede.
. e i
CONNECTICUT—3 dead. Damage estimated in  Point o‘!RRmYLIg.NXn%OVm ot o s *
ies.

o
billions. State of emergencr g o
1 o emergency declared. with hord ‘ s
evacaees oaith el
from flooded homes aced with major neakh  lodetorn b oy ot THOURNS retam to

ewrve | Raging Tide
| IsSlowly
| Subsiding
|

Explosions,  [cpere we
Bro'kenDamsr T
Add to Woes

]

By rowARD 3. nUssIE
| mauirer Reporter
E:

- sTROUDEBURG.
o Jer . et an i perea -
vy - - 3 roe County Generdl Horpiar. " Wi biown trns g 5 2
""‘"7""! walkis-talkie and a civilia e T y - | By MRS, JENNIE JORNS &
phona worker koep in fouch with other reseus wmg  Lro 7 L1490 it ane o thote comnacting Strondy. | |ees 1o | Copyriahi, 1955, 71 Phitadeiphte snuirer

UDSBURG, Pa.. Aug”

e searching for loed vicsims in the Showdibary  oshor gt Sroudsburg T e viacied by o e
) o it ware

swollen Brodhaad Creek

Princess Hoh inked to Prohe o "= = R i,
enlohe Lin s Py
Nf Q. L.e:a € LlnkEd to Pr obe o ANTER AREAS. [ R01d K e e e wa g e e e o s
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Exsept for headwster areas vhers severs flooding wms reperted sven before
the heavy rein wes over the warnings vere sccurate and as timely as was
possible with such a repidly moving erest. As mentloned above the damaging
reins securred on the eveming of the 18th and the last station on the
Delsware, Trentem, New Jersey erested at 0700 August the 20th, Crest

the sxception of Easton which had to be revised upvard, The Rastem crest
ar termined by high water marks is about two or three fest higher than
sosms logloal from reported stages above and balov that point. The ealy
t explaina: is that offeets from the Lehigh depurted
considerable from past records, Revisions were necessary on the Lehigh
River forecasts, This vas mecessary partially due to comtimmed rainfall
in that basin after the first foreeasts were released, Further revisions
were isgued for downstream point by the Allemtown River District., The
stage forecasts plus the preliminmary varning of recerd er near record
flooding permitted the removal of much property in the path of the flood,
No lives were lost om the Lehigh River because of this flood.

Harrisburg RFC Staff Notes
for August 1955

August was the first month in vhich foreeasts vere issued for the Delaware
River Distriet Offices sinee the P-8FFS took over that responsibility.

In spite of all the complications arising out of such & disastereus flood
the cooperntion given by the river distriet offices st Philadelphia,
Allentown, snd Reading was most helpful amd very much apprecisted,

Since this was our first experiemce in werking with the State Civil Defense
on such & large seals we would like to memtion some of the very excellent
halp affdrded this office by Doctor Richard Gerstell, State Directer of
Civil Defense, and his staff, A publie news bulletin was Teleased on the
potential danger of this storm on the morning of August 17th, The twenty-
ons counties of eastern Penmsylvenia were thought to be most vulnerable so
Doetor Gerstell called every county direetor in those counties and alerted
them for possible severs flooding with the passage of the storm, When
flood forecasts were issued the local oivil defemse psople went inte
action and vith the help of loeal sutherities, went from doer to doer

with the fleod warnings in some sreas. It was almost completely through
the efforts of Civil Defense suthorities that svacuation of some 600,

boy and girl scouts was sccomplished from islands in the Delsware.

This office had no way of knowing vhat the foreecast stages meant im
terms of the islands so at our request someons was dispatehed to the

bank of the Delavare with portabls redie squiiment to estimete the
additional rise necessary to cover the island and to report bmeck the rate
of rise of the river to Fhiladelphia, the river g:mn “.PTleh' ::
to our office hers, There is no way of knowing mumber of lives sa q .
by the metion of the State Civil Defense, We were completely seld on Kevin Hlywiak, MARFC
the sctions and the future potential ef such an erganisation in helping
to effectively dissemimte flood waraings.

Jr— -
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Thousands Saved_by ;l'mel'y Flood Warnings

MMEDIATELY after the August

floods in Northeast United
States, fleld parties of the Hydro-
logie Services Division visited
the flooded areas to determine if
everything possible had been done
to save lives and properly. The
followlng synupsis of thelr ob-
Servations has been prepared by
Don Baker, Ralph Kresge, Dick
Tarble and ¥ 30N

The public's appreciation has
been exprossed by prese, radio
and TV for the Weather Bureau's
excellont job wherever there was
coverage. The Harriaburg River
Forecast Center dida particularly
outatanding job. Pennsylvania
was well warned except in some
extreme headwalers areas, where
local reporting and
works had not been
and in a few places along the
Delaware wherelocal communities
falled to heed or disseminate
Bureau warnings.

In New England tho rain was
heavier and the damage worse.
Many arcas were not covered by
our gervice, Such places had to
rely on thelr own interpretations
of events astheydevelopedlocally.
The River District Office at Hart-
ford, the only one in the flooded
area of New England, did a very
good job on the Connecticut, River
District officials at Hartford,
Philadelphia, Allentown, and Read
ing stayed on continuous 4
many hours duringthe emergency.

SEPTEMBER 1955

WFO Philadelphia/Mou

They worked closely with our
cooperative observers and with
Civil Defense, state and local
poliec, andother disaster agencics,

At Tamaqua, Pennaylvania,
the cooperative observer 1oted
heavy rain early afternoon of the
18th, but a swiflly rising creek
kept him from reaching his gage.
Before his phone fafled he called
the statepalieefrom his maroonad
home and told them how to make
the ohservation and transmit it,
I'nis they did, by ear radio, be
eause public power failed in the
meantimeo, The Reading River
District Offico recoived prompt
warning of six inches in three
hours at Tamaqua, and as other
reports came In warnings were
prepared and seal out.

The previous morning, O. D.
White of Harrisburg River Fore-
cast Center had issued a widely
disgominated warning that mod.
erate to heavy rain was expected
to fall on wet soll, and that while
Diane’s courge was uncertain,
severe flooding would oceur along
many streams,

Perhaps the two moot atriking
examples of lives saved were
clted by the Pennsylvania Director
of Civil Defense: A thousand
people watching the rising Dela~
ware from a bridge were removed
by ourtimely warning of & record-
breaking stage that shortly after-
ward destroyed the bridge; six
hundred childcampers wore saved

nt Holly NJ

from islands in the Delaware—
the last few by helicopter. It ic
not known how many millions of
property damage were saved by
our warnings, or how much more
would have been saved by ore
widespread service,

There were many lnstances of
fallure to heed warnings, and dis.
bellef in the possibility of the
river riging higher than ever
before. Folice told of numerous
cases where they could not evac-
uate people except by bodily force,

Photographs of the flood dam-
age chown here illustrate the
flood’c magnitude, The flood did
more than inundate; it wrecked,
overturned, destroyed, and trans-
posed blocks of bulldings as well
as bridges. Inthetown of Holyoke,
Mass,, the destruction was tre-
mendous, but nol the resull of
mere overflow; It was heavy rain-
fall roaring like temparary rivers
down the streets. At Blandford,
Mass., an obgarver said it was
the first time she had seen & flood
on top of a hill,

‘This 18 & flood with approxi-
mately a billion dollars’ damage,
The moot complete and accurate
warning oystem might have saved
only a small percentage of it,
The loss of life, however, can be
reduced and even eliminated by
education and a perfected warning
system. The Central Office is
rapidly formuating plans for this
improvement.

143

Courtesy:
Kevin Hlywiak, MARFC
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Bridge Washout over
the Delaware River
between Point
Pleasant and Bryam
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Storm runoff in inches

Storm runoff in inches
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FIG. 10-17. Grophical Aood routing with o varible lag and storage factor.

Time
FIG. 10-14. Grophical determination of the storage factor K.

Time
FIG. 10-20. The Harkness flood rovter.




The first working Integrated Circuit, created by Jack Kilby in 1958. He won the 2000 Noble
Prize in Physics for this work.
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FIG. 4.5. Craststoge goge used by the
U, Geological Survey.
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o National Doppler Radar Sites

Select radar location and click.
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FIG, 4-2. Wire-weight gage. (Leupold and Stevens Instrument Ca.)

Radar-operated river gages - DRJITBC
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Delaware River Basi %,

Pennsylvania = Of the 13 majpr re_servoirs
T A now “on-line” in the
_ > =4 ] Delaware River Basin, only
were operational in
August 1955:

Mongaup System
Lake Wallenpaupak
Neversink Reservoir
Pepacton Reservoir
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Cannonsville, NY ¢ 1956
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1 in
. from Hydrologic Serviees

visited this office on August 23rd and again on their return from a survey
of the flooded area on August 26th.

Courtesy:
Kevin Hlywiak, MARFC
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