
October 23, 2025

Kristen Bowman Kavanagh, P.E.
Executive Director, DRBC

Balancing Progress
and Protection:
The challenge of the Delaware River 
Basin Commission



Credit: Robert Szucs, Grasshopper Geography, River Basins of the U.S.



Credit: Robert Szucs, Grasshopper Geography, River Basins of the US

Columbia

Colorado

Mississippi/ Atchafalaya Delaware

Sacramento/ 
San Joaquin





This activity was conducted under a NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service ESA Permit No. 19255-01 issued to Ian Park, Fisheries Biologist, DNREC Division of Fish and Wildlife.







Samuel S. Baxter Water Treatment Plant, 2021. From Envison Consultants LTD. Philadelphia Water Department, Samuel S. Baxter Water Treatment Plant – Envision Consultants











DRBC was formed in 1961 to manage, protect, and 
improve the water resources of the Delaware River Basin.
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DRBC is supporting implementation of new DO criteria that 
will provide a significant ecological boost to the estuary.



Share your 
thoughts!

DRBC is adapting the traditional climate resilience framework 
to specifically apply to water resources at a Basin level.



DRBC is planning a municipal pilot study to demonstrate salt 
reductions/cost savings without compromising public safety.



Balancing progress 
and protection.
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