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DE Water Supply Coordinating Council
(WSCCO)

Charged with planning and managing Delaware water supplies to ensure they
can meet peak demand during times of water shortage.

Established in December 1999 by Executive Order No. 74 due to the Drought
of 1999 upon recommendation from the Governor’s Water Supply Task Force

& Codified by HB 549 in April 2000

& Goal #1: Implement additional water supplies in Northern New Castle

County within 1 to 3 years to meet peak demands during drought.

Goal #2: Work cooperatively in a public-private effort between government
and the water purveyors to manage water supplies more efficiently in
Delaware.




Droughts of 1999 and 2002

Northern & Water Supplies in northern New Castle County were

New Castle

County most affected

Piedmont

& Geology consists of fractured bedrock aquifers of the
Piedmont and the shallow Coastal Plain aquifers north
of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal

Coastal

Plain

& Because stream flows reached record low flows during
the drought of 2002, the WSCC reevaluated supply and
demand projections and concluded that 262 to 450 mg
of additional storage could be needed by 2020 to meet
peak demands during a drought of record

C&D Canal




Contingency Planning

& A large part of the contingency planning

(from the Droughts of 1999 & 2002) has
been implemented already - resulting in over
2 Billion Gallons of additional supply for
New Castle County.

Water supply developed since the drought of 1999 in northern Delaware.
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Three Phase Drought Operation Plan (DOP)

& Three Phase Drought Operating Plan (DOP) for Northern Delaware outline
recommendations during Drought Watch and Warning then Restrictions go into
effect during Drought Emergency.

& The DOP applies to the use of Public, Lawn and Turf, Landscape Irrigation®, Golf
Courses, and Athletic Fields.

(*1ncludes residential, commercial, institutional, and government uses)

& The DOP provides plans — submitted by the purveyors — to use surface supplies,
ground-water supplies, and interconnections in the event of drought.

& The WSCC makes Drought Status Recommendations to the DNREC Secretary to
be conveyed to the Governor’s Drought Advisory Committee —then Declaration set
by the Governor.




Drought Water Indicators — New Castle
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Drought Water Indicators — Kent & Sussex
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Drought Emergency Water Restrictions

& Public, Municipal, and Private Water Suppliers have the authority to impose
more restrictive limits for demand management purposes.

& The WSCC has put strict requirements on the use of potable water for:
& Lawn & Turf Watering
& Landscape Plant Watering
& Golf Courses and Athletic Fields

¢ Vehicle washing & cleaning of paved surfaces
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Conservation Plans

& The Water Allocation Regulations require that permitees of Water Allocation Permits
supply the Department a plan that demonstrates the existence of and obligation to a
water conservation program, for their particular use, as a condition of their

application.

Establishment of a program of periodic monitoring and evaluation of water usage.
Establishment of a systematic leak detection and control program which, through routine
maintenance and discovery of leaks, is responsive to high unaccounted for water usage
rates.

Use of the best practical methods and devices to conserve water.

A plan to alert employees and customers of the need to conserve water and reduce
wasteful usage.

Evaluation of the potential to use water of less than potable quality including the use of
treated wastewater, where possible.

The establishment of pricing schedules which reflect the actual cost of water service is
required of utilities regulated by the Public Service Commission and is encouraged for
non-regulated utilities.




Delaware Drought Resources

& State Drought Status Web Page ¢ Delaware Water Tracker

& https://climate.udel.edu/drought ¢® https://apps.cema.udel.edu/watertracker
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Questions

Contacts

¢ Patty Murray
Program Manager

Patricia. Murray(@delaware.gov

® Douglas Rambo, P.G.
Hydrologist

Douglas.Rambo(@delaware.gov

Mailing Address

State of Delaware
DNREC

Division of Water

Commercial and Government Services
Section
Water Supply Assessment and Protection
89 Kings Highway
Dover, DE 19901
(302) 739-9948
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