AWARDS

Axelrod Family Award - Honey and Maurice Axelrod, over 20 years ago, established a fund to honor and support educators or community individuals who have demonstrated exemplary work in the field of Holocaust/genocide education and prejudice reduction.  This is a cooperative program with the Anti-Defamation League of New Jersey.  

Venue – Presented at the school of each awardee as part of a program to disseminate their educational curriculum and/or techniques.
Criteria:
· An individual who has impacted students on the issues of bias, prejudice and bigotry through Holocaust/genocide studies.

· A person who has continually been involved in issues of prejudice reduction through teaching, training, activism.

· A person who has participated in a number of seminars aimed at continuing their education in the field of humanity.

· An individual who has been involved in this instruction for a number of years in the classroom or community.

· An individual who has been recognized by their peers as being a leader in the field of Holocaust/genocide education.

· An individual who will present their concepts to the school and other educators.

Hela Young Award – awarded to a person, group, or organization in recognition of outstanding work in the community for the improvement of human relations among diverse peoples and for the improvement of the human condition specifically related to prejudice reduction.

Venue – Presented at the end of school year Commission meeting.
Criteria:
· Has demonstrated leadership and/or innovation in addressing and assisting in the resolution of a human relations issue or need in their community/in the state of New Jersey

· Has been active in the community/state to foster coordination and cooperation among diverse populations and groups in the community/state of New Jersey

· Has demonstrated creativity and dedication in developing and implementing activities, policies, programs, etc. to develop attitudes of tolerance and respect among individuals and groups and to encourage cooperation among groups to improve the overall human condition in the community/state of New Jersey 

· Has successfully acted in a manner that resulted in an outstanding accomplishment that affected the betterment of humanity in their community and beyond that community

· Has been active and successful in fostering the understanding and implementation of the goals of the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education in the community/state of New Jersey

· By his/her/their actions and behaviors, has consistently modeled and demonstrated attitudes of tolerance and respect for all members and groups in the community/state of New Jersey

Sister Rose Thering Award - awarded to an educator or individual contributing to the field of higher education specifically in teacher training related to bias, prejudice and discrimination.

Venue – Presented at the end of school year Commission meeting.
Criteria:

· A person or organization that has devoted time, talent, knowledge, creativity, and energy to the education of students about the tragedies of inhumanity and to developing respect and tolerance for others in students

· Has written extensively in books, articles, etc. about conscience and moral responsibility, on the Holocaust and genocides, the dangers and destructiveness of the denial of history, the evils of hatred and discrimination, human rights, etc. 

· Has consistently performed above and beyond what is expected in the teaching of tolerance, respect, the evils of discrimination and prejudice, the horrors of the Holocaust and genocides, the tragedy of acts of hate, etc.

· Is doing research or a project or work that coordinates with the field of teaching or preserving history and knowledge of the Holocaust/genocides and developing respect and tolerance for others

· Demonstrates the sense of moral responsibility and caring exhibited by persons such as the “Upstanders” and the “Righteous” rescuers, etc.

Maud Dahme Award – awarded to a student or an educator who has demonstrated the moral courage of an upstander in regard to humanity, prejudice and discrimination.

Venue – Presented at the end of school year Commission meeting and at the school of the awardee.
Criteria:

· Assists students (and adults) to learn about right from wrong and to be an outstanding humane person.  

· Develops knowledge and understanding in others of the importance of doing the right and moral thing

· Demonstrates qualities of moral courage, a sense of moral responsibility, and a respect for humanity in his/her actions

· Inspires others by the physical and moral courage, personal integrity, and sense of moral responsibility exhibited in his/her daily actions and in difficult situations affecting the human rights and lives of others

· Exhibits the attitudes, behaviors, and actions of an Upstander, not a Bystander

· Has learned or taught the lessons of the Holocaust, genocides, pogroms, and other acts of prejudice and hate and works to ensure that future generations also will have the opportunity to learn the lessons and to understand the importance of respect and tolerance for others
Nominations for these awards presented by the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education may be accepted from private citizens, community and religious groups, Holocaust Centers, government officials, etc.  All nominations will be reviewed by the Commission or a subcommittee established by the Commission with final selection made by the Commission.

