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May 20, 2011

TO:

Chief School Administrators



Charter School Lead Persons



High School Principals



District Test Coordinators

FROM:

Jeffrey B. Hauger, Director



Office of Student Learning Assessments



Division of Academic Standards, Curriculum and Assessments



Mary Jane Kurabinski, Director

Office of Language Arts Literacy, Mathematics Science and Academic Standards


Division of Academic Standards, Curriculum and Assessments

SUBJECT:
Alternative High School Assessment (ASHA) Appeal Process

The Alternative High School Assessment (AHSA) results are scheduled to be available to districts on May 27, 2011.  At that time we will accept AHSA appeals for students not yet demonstrating proficiency on the Language Arts Literacy (LAL) or Mathematics state assessments.  These appeals should be for students who can demonstrate proficiency through work samples as well as performance on other assessments and, potentially, college admission.  While all of these will be taken into consideration, it is important to note that work samples must clearly demonstrate a level of proficiency equal to that required by the High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA)/ AHSA. 
Appeals will be accepted from May 27 through June 7, 2011.  

For this appeal window, appeals are not limited to HSPA scores over 190.  Students who submitted appeals in February and were denied, may be eligible during this window.  The interventions and the results of those interventions must be documented on the Educational Proficiency Plan form and submitted along with appropriate work samples. 

Our experience has shown that there are several reasons why appeals have been denied or cannot be considered.  Among the most prevalent:

· Work samples do not demonstrate proficiency at a grade 12 level consistent with the HSPA/AHSA

· Work samples are not included with the appeal 

· HSPA data (copies of the ISR) are not included

· Very low HSPA scores and AHSA scores 

· Recent AHSA scores are not included 

· Mathematics samples included are limited to the diagnostic items issued previously by the New Jersey Department of Education.  (These items are not to be considered work samples.) 

· Work samples were not focused on the area where students needed to demonstrate proficiency; graded below what would be a district passing grade

Please ensure that student samples are focused on the areas needed:  Reading; Writing; or, in Mathematics, Cluster 1, 2, 3 and/or 4. 

Please submit mathematics appeals to: 


Shirley Cooper 


Office of Math and Science 


New Jersey Department of Education 


PO Box 500 


Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0500 

Please submit language arts appeals to: 

Mary Jane Kurabinski 

Office of Language Arts Literacy Education 

New Jersey Department of Education 

PO Box 500 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0500
If you are submitting on behalf of a student who requires both mathematics and language arts literacy, please submit to Mary Jane Kurabinski at the above address. 

If you have any questions concerning the mathematics appeals, contact Shirley Cooper via e-mail at shirley.cooper@doe.state.nj.us ; for Language Arts Literacy appeals, please contact Mary Jane Kurabinski via email at mary-jane.kurabinski@doe.state.nj.us.
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Members, State Board of Education


Acting Commissioner Christopher D. Cerf

Andrew R. Smarick


Senior Staff


Kenneth Figgs

Shirley Cooper


Executive County Superintendents


County Test Coordinators


NJ LEE Group


Garden State Coalition of Schools

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION APPEAL PROCESS 

June 2011

COVER SHEET 

(Please complete one per student and submit with Educational Proficiency Plan.  Please note additional information requested for appeals:  SID and local ID number, date of birth and school graduation date) 

Name of Student ___________________________________________________________

(First and last names of student must match the student’s NJSMART record) 

SID (NJSMART) _______________________                                         Local ID # ____________

Student’s Date of Birth ________________________________

School Name ______________________________________________________________

District ___________________________________CDS Code _______________________

School Contact Name (for appeal) _____________________________________________

Email address of contact person (for notification of appeal decision) 

________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________

Phone number of contact person _________________________________ Ext. _________

SCHOOL GRADUATION DATE __________________________

