
 

 

 
 

Date: August 14, 2024 
 

To: Local Educational Agency Leads  
 

Route To: ESEA Project Directors, Title I, Part A Supervisors, School Business Administrators, Early Childhood 
Supervisors 

 

From: Kathy Ehling, Assistant Commissioner 
Division of Educational Services 
 

 Cary A. Booker, Assistant Commissioner  
 Division of Early Childhood Services 

 
Using Title I, Part A Funds to Expand Access to Preschool Education 

 
In February 2024, the United States Department of Education (USED) released the Serving Preschool Children 
Through Title I, Part A  (Title I)  of ESEA: Non-Regulatory Guidance to assist local educational agencies (LEAs) and 
schools in understanding, implementing, and expanding preschool programs supported with funds under Title I, 
Part A (Title IA) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA).   

 
The revised USED guidance details how Title IA funds can be used to support preschool in schoolwide programs, 
targeted assistance programs, and districtwide programs, as well as who may participate in these programs. As 
required by the ESEA and indicated in the revised guidance, LEAs that use Title IA funds to provide preschool to 
children from low-income backgrounds must ensure that those services comply, at a minimum, with the 
Education and Child Development Program Services performance standards in effect under section 641A(a) of the 
Head Start Act. This compliance is to ensure LEAs and schools are implementing research-based strategies and 
best practices to support high-quality instruction for preschool students, especially children with disabilities and 
multilingual learners, which is essential to achieving educational equity and closing educational achievement gaps. 

 
In addition, the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) updated its Using Title I, Part A Funds for Preschool 
Programs guidance to further support LEAs and schools. Expanding access to high-quality preschool has been a 
core priority for New Jersey, and the guidance highlights how New Jersey’s LEAs and schools can expand 
preschool access and improve program quality by strengthening partnerships with Head Start and community-
based organizations. 
  
Contact information 
Please direct questions to the Office of Supplemental Educational Programs at TitleI@doe.nj.gov  or the Division 
of Early Childhood Education at doeearlychild@doe.nj.gov. 

 
c:   Members, State Board of Education 

NJDOE Staff 
Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 
Garden State Coalition of Schools 
NJ LEE Group NJ  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Foese.ed.gov%2Ffiles%2F2024%2F02%2FTitle-I-Preschool-Early-Learning-Guidance-Revised-2023-FINAL.pdf__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!PdRVtOwAs1p_sMgWK0mfHLOEbpldATeg8NyLK_JkwCoZ4lc5ALN4Zu2yVfq6C3KV-xsHLjMrW3ms55sbRx4jxbViyIzAOSR0qA%24&data=05%7C02%7CLeslie.Franks-McRae%40doe.nj.gov%7C7cca7e4d51c049a534a608dc36f01d0e%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638445652139089745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fy72Vh9Z0KE10T%2F60%2BBKdHQXMoTJc2tefMHBaAxGxFY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Foese.ed.gov%2Ffiles%2F2024%2F02%2FTitle-I-Preschool-Early-Learning-Guidance-Revised-2023-FINAL.pdf__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!PdRVtOwAs1p_sMgWK0mfHLOEbpldATeg8NyLK_JkwCoZ4lc5ALN4Zu2yVfq6C3KV-xsHLjMrW3ms55sbRx4jxbViyIzAOSR0qA%24&data=05%7C02%7CLeslie.Franks-McRae%40doe.nj.gov%7C7cca7e4d51c049a534a608dc36f01d0e%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638445652139089745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fy72Vh9Z0KE10T%2F60%2BBKdHQXMoTJc2tefMHBaAxGxFY%3D&reserved=0
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