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TO: The Honorable Chris Christie, Governor
FROM: Philip Kirschner, Esq., Commission Chair
Lawrence M. Glaser, Executive Director
New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education
RE: End of Year Report

The following summary of activities and specifics regarding the report are a compilation of activities
held during the 2015/16 school year by the network of thirty one (31) Holocaust/Genocide Centers

located at:

Bergen Community College

Brookdale Community College (Chhange)
Camden County College

Center for the Study of Genocide & Human Rights
College of Saint Elizabeth

Council of Holocaust Educators (CHE)
Cumberland County College

Drew University

Esther Raab Holocaust Museum & Goodwin Education
Fairleigh Dickinson University

Historical Society of Princeton

Holocaust Council of Greater MetroWest

Kean University

Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum

Learning Resource Center — South

Mercer County Community College

Montclair State University

Museum of Human Rights Freedom & Tolerance
Ocean County College*

Ramapo College

Raritan Valley Community College

Rider University

Rowan College at Burlington County
Rowan University

Rutgers, The State University of NJ

Salem County Community College

Sam Azeez Museum of Woodbine Heritage
Seton Hall University

Stockton University

Warren County Community College
William Paterson University

STATE SUMMARY
Number in Attendance
# of
Programs Students Educators Survivors Community
TOTALS 491 59,656 8,554 2,451 69,250
139,911

Noteworthy activities specific for each Center during the year are included in the body of the report.

Some Centers work directly with others, including the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education

to conduct seminars.
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SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE, Nos, 760, 621, and 563
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED MARCH 10, 1894

Sponsored by Senators EWING, McGREEVEY and SINAGRA

1 AN ACT regarding genocide education in the public schools and

2 supplementing chapter 35 of Title 18A of the New Jersey

3 Statutes.

4

5 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of tif

6 State of New Jersey: S

7 1. The Legislature finds and declares that: F&

8 a. New Jersey has recently become the focal point of nakipda

9 attention for the most venomous and vile of ethnic hate spe es.

10 b. There is an inescapable link between violence and vandA}s

11  and ethnic and racial intolerance. The New Jersey Departm

12 of Education itself has formally recognized the existence of thé
13  magnitude of this problem in New Jersey schools by the

14 formation of a Commissioner's Task Force on Violence and

15 Vandalism.

16 c. New Jersey is proud of its enormous cultural diversity. Th
17  teaching of tolerance must be made a priority if that cultuf

18  diversity is to remain one of the State's strengths.

19 d. National studies indicate that fewer than 25% of stfids

20 have an understanding of orgenized attempts throughout -l:’E_- oTY, WA
21 to eliminate various ethnic groups through a systematic .‘E :
22  of mass killing or genocide.
23 e. The New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Educal®
24 created pursuant to P.L.1991, c.193 {C.18A:4A-1 et seq.), severa
25 years ago expanded its mission to study and recommend
26 curricular material on a wide range of genocides. The Holocaust
27 Commission is an ideal agency to recommend curricular materials
28 to local districts.
29 2. a. Every board of education shall include instruction on the
30 Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum
31 of all elementary and secondary school pupils.
32 b. The instruction shall enable pupils to identify and analyze
33 applicable theories concerning human nature and behavior; to
34 understand that genocide is a consequence of prejudice and
35 discrimination; and to understand that issues of moral dilemma
36 and conscience have a profound impact on life. The instruction
37 shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each
38 citizen bears to fight racism and hatred whenever and wherever
38 it happens.
40 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall first apply-
41  to curriculum offerings in the 1994-85 school year.

APPROVED
RBPLRI L _fé
- . ?’7 or 19
4
i TODD WHITMAN
PETE{ ﬁ«i«—s M cumsmés
ERNIERO

CHIEF COUNSEL TO THE GOVERNOR



NEW JERSEY
HOLOCAUST/GENOCIDE EDUCATION
1973 - 2016

INTRODUCTION

Holocaust education in New Jersey began in 1973 through a cooperative effort between
the New Jersey Department of Education and two local school districts. In the summer of
1978, the New Jersey Department of Education commissioned the staff of the two high
school districts to jointly write a curriculum guide and anthology for students that could
serve as a basis for instruction on the Holocaust in New Jersey. The next phase of
Holocaust education began in 1982, when New Jersey Governor Thomas Kean created
the New Jersey Advisory Council on Holocaust Education, by an executive order. The
core mission of the New Jersey Advisory Council on Holocaust Education was to be
carried out through recommendations to the Commissioner of Education to facilitate and
implement Holocaust education objectives through programs and curricula in the schools
of New Jersey. The advisory council was further charged with creating an awareness of
the subject among the general public. In 1990, the council initiated efforts to make the
council a permanent state entity. Therefore, in June 1991, Governor Florio signed
legislation creating a permanent Commission on Holocaust Education. In the spring of
1994, New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman signed into law a bill that required
the inclusion of instruction on the Holocaust and genocide into the elementary and high
school curriculum of every public school district in the state. The New Jersey
Commission on Holocaust Education developed and disseminated to every school district
a copy of a recommended curriculum for elementary grades (K-8) and secondary grades
(9-12). In 1996, the commission authorized its curriculum and education committee to
design a comprehensive survey for the purpose of determining the degree to which the
Holocaust and genocide mandate had been implemented in New Jersey. The following
report is in relation to the activities and results that have occurred since the passage of the
Holocaust/genocide mandate in the spring of 1994. The chronology of events includes:

1973: Holocaust education in New Jersey began in 1973 through a cooperative
effort between the New Jersey Department of Education and two local
school districts.

1975: The school districts of Teaneck and Vineland begin to study about and
develop curriculum “Man’s Inhumanity to Man” (A Holocaust/Genocide
Curriculum). Department of Education agrees to support districts efforts
in development of the curriculum and workshop presentations.

1976 - 1982: With the support of the Department of Education the curriculum was
developed and workshops presented around the state with the assistance of
the ADL of New Jersey. State Board of Education recommends inclusion
of Holocaust genocide studies in the schools of New Jersey. Dr. Deborah
Wolfe made the motion which was seconded by Maud Dahme and passed
unanimously.



1982:

1982 - 1991:

1991:

1991 - 1994:

1994:

1995 -2000:

Governor Thomas Kean announces intent to create a New Jersey
Holocaust Council which is the first in the country and was made official
on October 7, 1982. A survey is conducted regarding Holocaust/genocide
studies in the schools of New Jersey.

Holocaust Council operates for ten (10) years under a yearly executive
order signed by Governors Kean and Florio. Holocaust/Genocide Centers
begin to emerge joining those already operational. (Brookdale Community
College, Ramapo College, JCC of Metro West, Seton Hall University and
Trenton {TCNJ} State College).

Legislation is introduced, passed and signed by Governor Florio at Rider
University during a Holocaust seminar in June, 1991 establishing a
permanent Commission on Holocaust Education.

A revised and new curriculum (K-8 and 9-12) is developed building on the
original Teaneck/Vineland model and is presented in workshops and
seminars throughout the state. A special legislative appropriation is
provided to present to every school a curriculum guide for grades K-8 and
9-12. Additional guides are developed for the Armenian, Cambodian,
Ukrainian and Native American genocides and for the Irish Famine
Atrocity.

After years of deliberation by the Commission and almost 12 months of
hearings, compromises and debates, legislation is passed mandating the
teaching of Holocaust and Genocide education in all public schools of
New Jersey. (Over the years most private and parochial schools have
incorporated the studies in their curriculum)

A third version of the curriculum is developed, presented in workshops
and distributed to all schools. This time the organization of the guides was
for K-4, 5-8 and 9-12 grades. A survey was conducted to ascertain level
of compliance with the mandate. A master’s thesis on the topic was also
completed in cooperation with the Commission.

The Department of State requested New Jersey to work with the
government of Lithuania to implement education about their history
during 1933 — 1945.

Commission members and selected teachers throughout the state worked
with Scholastic Magazine to produce two special editions which are still in
use today; “The Holocaust” and “Understanding Hate”.



2000 - 2007:

1991 - 2007:

2008 - 2010:

2010-2011:

2011 -2012:

2012 -2013:

2013 - 2014:

The network of Holocaust Centers continues to educate teachers and
provide leadership in field of Holocaust/genocide education. A new
organization, the Council of Holocaust Educators (CHE) is formed to
provide the opportunity for teachers to communicate with each other. A
survey was conducted as part of doctorial dissertation on
Holocaust/genocide education. A school survey was conducted in 2006 to
begin to assess the depth of Holocaust/genocide instruction in the
classroom.

Formal networking with other Holocaust and related organizations has
aided the Commission in its effort to meet the mandate for Holocaust
education, specifically with Facing History and Ourselves, United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Kids Bridge of New Jersey, Heritage
Museum in New York, and Yad Vashem in Israel.

Every year the Commission coordinates statewide Yom HaShoah and
Krystallnacht commemorations and coordinates a seminar for educators to
the infamous sites of the Holocaust.

New curriculum guides were developed and others initiated.

9/11 Bullying and Terrorism — K-12 grades
Anticipated September 2010

Slavery and Genocide — A cooperative project with the Amistad and
Holocaust Commissions. Disseminated to schools during the 2009/10
school year.

State Commissions — Development of a cooperative workshop on
stereotyping. Native American — Completed curriculum development
producing a guide for classroom usage. 9/11 Activities — Completion of a
K-12 curriculum guide.

Along with many major events, the coordination of a state-wide program
that attracted over 400 2"Y/3™ generations of the Holocaust to begin
transition from direct testimony of survivors to their families.

Completed two (2) curriculum guides regarding the “Repressive Regime
of Stalin” and “Greece — Prior to, During and After the Holocaust”.

Continued program of bringing together students and survivors. To date,
2,500 students have had the experience.

Development of a five (5) year compilation of anniversary dates regarding
the Holocaust/Genocide and Civil Rights and a 20 year update of the
Rwandan Genocide.

A 20 year celebration of the passage of the Holocaust/Genocide Mandate
ended the year.



2014 - 2015:

2015 - 2016:

Identified a five (5) year calendar for Krystallnacht and Yom HaShoah
programs. Coordination of Holocaust/Genocide lesson plans for students
with learning disabilities.

Completion and announcement of Holocaust/Genocide lesson plans for
students with learning disabilities titled “Teaching about the
Holocaust/Genocide, Prejudice & Bullying Using UDL.”

On Nov 18™ Rowan University formally opened their Center for
Holocaust & Genocide Studies.

Our plan for bringing the grandchildren of survivors together in order to
keep their grandparents’ stories and experiences current was organized
and modeled after similar efforts in NY.

On May 20“‘, Dr. Paul B. Winkler, after a stellar career as an educator,
retired as Executive Director of the Commission. Lawrence M. Glaser

was named new Executive Director of the Commission. Paul passed away
on July 12, 2016.



¢

Hl@lmcgua; wmmmrs i

' Y
gl e .&s“ . f_,_f_
P "'-b 2

FEATURE STORY

Imagine, Holocaust survivors attending their own special senior prom, participating in a
high school graduation program, sitting for a personalized portrait, participating in an
adoption program, a writing seminar a Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony and lunch program.
These are a few of the activities Holocaust survivors and students participated in during
the past school year (2004/05) that they were denied during their own teenage years.

About 1% years ago, the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education made a
decision to actively support, encourage and initiate activities that would bring students
and survivors together in meaningful, personal and educational settings. As stated by
Commission Chairperson, Philip Kirschner, “when students interact closely with a
survivor, the level of caring, learning and understanding is unmatched and the lesson will
impact the students all their lives in a positive way”.

The state network of Holocaust Centers and concerned individuals in New Jersey were
contacted about the decision and commitment of the Commission to encourage this
activity, and as a result, many of the activities listed were initiated and implemented.

The plan for the future is to present these ideas to schools and Holocaust Centers for
replication and or initiation of new ideas.

Each of the activities listed below allowed students to interact with the survivors in very
meaningful experiences.

Survivor Prom:

Mary Vasquez, a teacher at Millburn Middle School, and Barbara Wind of the Metro
West Federation Holocaust Resource Center initiated the idea after the survivors
commented that they never participated in their senior high school dance. The activity
was a cooperative endeavor of the students, survivors, community, school and Holocaust
Center. Students and survivors worked together on all committees and details in planning
the dance under the guidance of the teacher Ms. Vasquez. The prom was held at a local
catering hall and was attended by over 250 survivors and guests.



Certificate Program:

This program was a cooperative program between the Atlantic County Technical High
School and the Holocaust Resource Center of the Richard Stockton College of New
Jersey. Survivors received certificates of accomplishment for work in their chosen field.
Prior to their receiving the awards survivors were paired with students who were learning
similar fields to the survivor’s life experiences. The students and survivor developed
closer relationships through the activities which included lunches, classroom and work
settings and culminated in the graduation ceremony. Some of the fields represented
included:

*  Photo Journalist/Newspaper Columnist/Artist/Educator

* Chicken Farmer/Hotel Owner and Operator

* Hotel and Restaurant Owner/Operator and Wig Maker

* Interior Decorator/Court Room Interpreter/Educator/Author
* Wholesale Merchandise (dry goods) Owner

* Home Furnishings and Gift Store Owner

* Medical Secretary/Author/Speaker

= Jeweler

Lunch Programs:

This was a cooperative project of the Jewish Family Service Café Europa Program and
survivors in their areas. Students were invited to the lunch program and actively engaged
in conversation during lunch. Many of the conversations led to survivors attending the
student’s classes and follow-up conversations.

Survivor Anthologies:

Students of the West Windsor School District journalism classes were grouped with
survivors for the purpose of hearing and writing their stories. The activity continued over
six months with individual discussions and many follow-up activities. The student’s
writings of the survivor’s stories and their own reflections were put together in a bound
edition which was distributed at a culminating activity.

Portraits:

Ms. Doreen Wertz of the Howell Township High School initiated an idea to pair her art
students with survivors for the purpose of drawing their portraits. After an initial meeting
where much conversation occurred, the students began the work of doing the portraits
which concluded with a program where the portraits were unveiled, the stories of the
survivor’s were presented in written form and a video production of the process was
presented.



Adopt A Survivor:

A project designed and initiated by Irving Roth who stated the following objectives of the
experience:

The objective of this program is to transfer the life experiences of a
Holocaust survivor to a student by taking a joint journey through the life
of the survivor. By this personal journey the student becomes one with the
survivor absorbing his life, spirit and soul. He will be able to represent the
survivor and tell his story with accuracy and feeling to any audience for at
least another half century.

This project was initiated in many areas of the state and has paired up hundreds of
survivors with students who promise to tell the survivors stories in the year 2045 (100™
anniversary of liberation). The activities provide opportunity for the students to really get
to know the survivor on a very personal level. Many have included visitation to homes,
coming together for celebrations and general discussions.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Programs:

This activity has been conducted by many synagogues with the survivor in their area to
introduce a survivor who did not participate in their own Bar/Bat Mitzvah with a soon to
be Bar/Bat Mitzvah student. It also took the form of a Bar/Bat Mitzvah being combined
with a Holocaust victim whose birth date is the same as the young person being Bar/Bat
Mitzvahed.

Computer Training — This project paired students with small groups of survivors to
learn about the computer but to specifically track families, names, towns, etc. through the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum research files.

To date many programs have been conducted with thousands of students involved who
have pledged to tell about their experience in the year 2045.
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