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5 " ‘C * g
FROM: Philip Kirschner, Esq., Commission Chair P f

Doug Cervi, Executive Director ; é / i

New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education

RE: End of Year Report

The following summary of activities and specifics regarding the report are a compilation of activities held during the 2022/23
school year by the network of thirty-one (3 1) Holocaust/Genocide Centers located at:

Bergen Community College Ocean County College

Brookdale Community College (Chhange) Ramapo College

Camden County College Raritan Valley Community College
Center for the Study of Genocide & Human Rights Rider University

Council of Holocaust Educators (CHE) Rowan College at Burlington County
Drew University Rowan University

Esther Raab Holocaust Museum & Goodwin Education Rutgers, The State University of NI
Historical Society of Princeton Saint Elizabeth University

Holocaust Council of Greater MetroWest Saint Peters University

Jewish Federation in the Heart of New Jersey Salem County Community College
Kean University Sam Azeez Museum of Woodbine Heritage
Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum Seton Hall University

Mercer County Community College South Jersey Holocaust Coalition
Montclair State University Stockton University

Museum of Human Rights Freedom & Tolerance Warren County Community College

William Paterson 'niversily

STATE SUMMARY

L Number in Attendance _ |
# of !
Programs Students | Educators Survivors Community

TOTALS 729 104,302 | 10,336 497 61,660

L -

176,795 i

= J

Noteworthy activities specific for each Center during the year are included in the body of the report.

Some Centers work directly with others, including the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Educaticn to conduct seminars.
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PETER

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE, Nos. 760, 621, and 563
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED MARCH 10, 1994
Sponsored by Senators EWING, McGREEVEY and SINAGRA

AN ACT regarding genocide education in the public schools and
supplementing chapter 35 of Title 18A of the New Jersey
Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of
State of New Jersey:

1. The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. New jersey has recently become the focal point of natfsds
attention for the most venomous and vile of ethnic hate spee ! 5

b, There is an inescapable link between violence and vandi}s
and ethnic and racial intolerance. The New Jersey Departm
of Education itself has formally recognized the existence of the
magnitude of this problem in New Jersey schools by the
formation of a Commissioner’'s Task Force on Violence and
Vandalism.

c. New Jersey is proud of its enormous cultural diversity. Thg

diversity is to remain one of the State's strengths.
d. National studies indicate that fewer than 25% of s

created putsuant to P.L.1991, c.193 (C.iBA:4A-1 et seq.), severs
years ago expanded its mission to study and recommend
curricular material on a wide range of genocides. The Holocaust
Commission is an ideal agency to recommend curricular materials
to local districts.

2. a. Every board of education shall include instruction on the
Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum
of all elementary and secondary school pupils.

b. The instruction shall enable pupils to identify and analyze
applicable theories concerning bhuman nature and bebavior; to
understand that genocide is a consequence of prejudice and
discrimination; and to understand that issues of moral dilemma
and conscience have a profound impact on life. The instruction
shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each
citizen bears to fight racism and hatred whenever and wherever
it happens.

3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall first apply
to curriculum offerings in the 1994-85 school year.

APPROVED
PV oros BPRIE , it

- 4

Llin Rty CHRISTINE TODO WHITMAN

VERNIERD

CHIEF COUNSEL TO THE GOVERNOR
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the
Holocaust

Resource Center
of Kean University

The Holocaust Resource Center of Kean University had a wonderful academic year and
commemorated its 40th anniversary. For 2022-23, 41 school districts participated in the ID 1800
dual-credit high school program. There were 31 course sections with a total number of 564
enrolled students. The HRC’s Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Teaching the Holocaust and
Teaching Prejudice Reduction had 163 students enrolled in 7 sections of the introductory courses
and 5 sections of the advanced seminar. The HRC proudly upheld its status as one of 13
nationally-recognized Jewish Foundation for the Righteous (JFR) Holocaust Center of
Excellence. Five educators attended 2023 Advanced Seminar, including the HRC’s assistant
director, and two educators attended the 2023 Summer Institute for Teachers.

The Holocaust Resource Center held numerous conferences, workshops, and community
programs. The HRC’s director and assistant director implemented a new presentation on
antisemitism, which was delivered to 2,725 middle and high school students. The HRC had more
than 600 lead district teachers attend three General Assembly Meetings and 2,401 elementary,
middle, and high school students at the two Student Leadership Conferences. The HRC had
10,564 attendees for our Holocaust commemorations: Kristallnacht/November Pogrom, IHRD,
Yom HaShoah, and Murray Pantirer Annual Scholars® Lecture. For Holocaust and Genocide
Awareness Month (April 2023), the HRC had 1,800 attendees at various programs. The HRC
submitted a proposal for $1,000 to the Mark Schonwetter Holocaust Education Foundation to
support an International Holocaust Remembrance Day program, in collaboration with Clark
Public Schools, which was funded. The HRC hosted various programs in partnership with other
New Jersey centers and likeminded organizations including the Holocaust Council of Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ, Saint Elizabeth University, Raritan Valley Community
College, Mercer County Holocaust, Genocide & Human Rights Education Center, Bergen
County Community College, William Paterson University Center for Holocaust & Genocide
Studies, 3GNJ, JCC of Central New Jersey, and more.

The HRC collaborated with national and international like-minded institutions. The HRC
became a Conference on Holocaust Education Centers partner with the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum. The HRC presented "Playing Anne Frank: A Limited Series Podcast in
Conversation with Adam Langer and Shana Stein” with The Forward. The HRC hosted the
presentation "Never Again in Practice: Auschwitz Jewish Center s Response to the War in Ukraine"
with the Auschwitz Jewish Center (Poland). The HRC also continued their relationship with
History Unfolded (USHMM), Facing History and Ourselves, Jewish Partisan Educational
Foundation, Museum of Jewish Heritage, the American Society for Yad Vashem, Centropa, and
more.

All the best,

A

Adara Goldberg, PhD
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Metcer Holocaust, Genocide & Human Rights Education Center
Mercer County Community College

Barbara Krasner, Director

Introduction

Strategies for the period of July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023 aimed at: (1) developing a formal
relationship with The College of New Jetsey that has a Holocaust & Genocide Studies minor but no
Center; (2) increase reach and community engagement through incteased partnerships with other
New Jersey Centers; and (3) continue to ensure our Advisory Commission reflects the composition
of the community and represents marginalized voices.

Relationship with The College of New Jersey

Meetings with MCCC and TCN]J administration generated many ideas for collaboration, including
suitcasing TCN]J’s HGS 200 Genocide & Human Rights to MCCC. Ulumately, though, it came
down to funding and TCN] stated it needed to raise the necessary $2,000 to co-sponsor the Center.
A financial arrangement has now been tabled. However, we have extended an invitation for a TCN]
faculty membet, Dr. Cynthia Paces of the history department, to join our Advisory Commission.

Despite advertising, we had no TCNJ interns during this academic year. However, we were able to
secure William Paterson University interns who conducted oral history interviews and prepared
annotated bibliographies for selected programs. At the present time, there is no intern for Fall 2023
and the previous interns, who continued to manage our social media as volunteers, have moved on
to other opportunities. Previous attempts to leverage MCCC’s work/study program wete not
successful.

Increased Community Engagement

Although our Center successfully broadened its strategic collaborations beyond William Paterson
University and Raritan Valley Community College to now include Saint Elizabeth University, Kean
University, and Bergen County Community College, we witnessed a significant drop in Zoom
attendance, far less than the number of registrants. That said, the cost-sharing benefits of co-
sponsored programs enabled us to attract high-level talent, including Dr. Taner Ak¢am, the first
‘Tutkish scholar to acknowledge the Armenian Genocide.

The Center hosted nine (9) virtual events during the academic year for a total number of 222
attendees, less than half of last year’s attendance. Given the low tutnout despite featuring top-drawer
academics and researchers, our strategy will shift in 2023-2024 toward more practical programs such
as a best-class practice workshop for grade 4-12 educators, and an art exhibit at MCCC with
opportunities for creative writing and fundraising.

We continue to maintain our two mailing lists: an opt-in list based on program registration (482 vs.
671 last year) and a curated list of county language arts and social studies educators (222 vs 233 last
yeat). This significant drop suggests we either need to change our programming and/or reinstate in



person events due to possible Zoom fatigue. Without an intern, however, we are hard-pressed to use
our own lists and will rely on MCCC’s communications staff and vehicles.

Advisory Commission Expansion

We were not able to add a Latinx voice to our Advisory Commission and other diverse voices we
added in the previous year have found other priotities. Five membets of our Commission have
completed their terms as of June 30, 2023. MCCC is revising its Commission ptocedures and once
that’s in place by mid-fall, we can appoint and reappoint members.

Other Highlights

I have transferred ownership of my Holocaust Kidlit database to the State of New Jersey
Commussion on Holocaust Education. I patticipated in the creation of the new state curriculum and
attended NJEA to assist with the rollout.

Looking Toward 2023-2024

We will be making changes to our strategies in 2023-2024 to focus on county educators, provide
professional development credit, and deliver programs (most likely fewer) for greater impact.
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New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education Summary

Report from Michelle Edgar, Program Specialist for The
Institute of Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Raritan

Valley Community College 2023

The fall & winter of 2022 and the spring & summer of 2023 have been very
exciting at Raritan Valley Community College’s Institute of Holocaust and
Genocide Studies. Through our diverse programs and exhibitions, we have
reached students, faculty, educators, neighbors, and an international
community of scholars seeking more diverse stories and voices.

Our Summer Book Series continued in 2022 with discussions about the
Syrian Refugee crisis as we delved into the novel The Map of Salt & Stars by
Zeyn Joukhadar. We discussed what “Passing” meant in the historical fiction
novel The Personal Librarian. Some other highlights included The Light from
the Yellow Star Art Exhibition and corresponding workshops highlighting the
work of Holocaust survivor Robert Fisch.

We watched thought-provoking films such as The Shoah Ambassadors and
Rebuilt from Broken Glass and spoke with the directors of these films. We
had extraordinary authors such as Tova Friedman, Ely Fischman, Cara-
Wilson Granat, and Jennifer Rosner join us to discuss their books.

We engaged students in the 5" grade and up with the opportunity to hear
from the Montreal Holocaust Museum’s lead curator, Dr. Fourcade, to learn
how one becomes a museum curator and why it is such an important job.
These students had the opportunity to have a discussion with Dr. Fourcade
about the importance of learning history and its impact on our world today.

We coordinated opportunities for students and the wider community to hear
directly from survivors of genocides both online and in-person while hosting
our community-wide Kristallnacht Commemoration, Our Holocaust
Remembrance Day Event, Yom HaShoah, and Learning Through Experience.
Holocaust survivors Maud Dahme, Mark Schonwetter, Tova Friedman, Fred
Behrend, and Serbian genocide survivor Nadja Halibegovich offered personal
accounts and helped humanize these tragedies.
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We had guest lecturer Dr. Ellen Kennedy talk about current-day genocides in
her five-week series. Dr. Kennedy provided a historical context while offering
insight into the present-day conflicts that are taking place on every
continent.

We collaborated with organizations locally, nationally, and internationally to
offer meaningful webinars and in-person events. Our partners included The
New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education, our RVCC Department of
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, The Jewish Federation of West-Central New
Jersey, The JCC Holocaust Memorial Education Center, The Shimon and Sara
Birnbaum JCC, Jewish Family Service of Somerset, Hunterdon, and Warren
Counties, 3GNJ, 3GNY, and 3GPhilly Descendants of Holocaust Survivor
organizations, and The Montreal Holocaust Museum. Working with these
organizations has been immensely helpful as we coordinate educational,
informative, timely, and inspiring programs.
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