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HISTORICAL SYMBOL OF PATRIOTISM BY A HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR
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(212) 673-4660

29 Mesilat Yesharim St.

Jerusalem 94304 Israel
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THE PRESIDENTIAL
PORTRAIT COLLECTION

Every one of the hundreds of thousands of paintings that
Morris Katz created over his lifetime is a gem, but there is x| |\
one collection that he prized above and beyond all. It was - - )
the apple of his eye, both personally and professionally. e
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Following the assassination of President John F. Kennedy,
Morris was devastated. As a Holocaust survivor who
was offered refuge by the United States, Morris was

immensely patriotic and appreciative towards our nation \

and its presidency. R BAGEL BUFFET
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Hence, he set about creating masterpieces that would

serve as a tribute to them. : e
y — BYBiE A T "4‘, P

The legendarily quick painter was meticulous in this effort. _3 - -—

He spent six years producing handbrushed oil portraits 1969~ Morris Art Studio Gallery
of all presidents, beginning with George Washington. Each Greenwich Village NYC

portrait features incredible detail. The presidents’ unique  p,osidens collection displayed in his front window
features and personalities are skillfully portrayed. It is the

first presidential portrait collection where the number of stars in each flag correspond to the
number of states/colonies at the time.

It did not take long for the Presidential Portraits Collection to become Morris’s most famous work.
Museums and private collectors from around the world clamored to get hold of these paintings.
But to Morris they were too precious. He kept these prized portraits in his own studio, refusing to
sell even one of them for any price — despite countless offers.

At least three portraits were stolen from Morris’s gallery as a result. One of them — of President
Reagan — was recovered in a pawn shop by Morris himself.

Over the decades, millions of copies of the portraits were sold around the world in the form of
postcards, which remain in demand today.




The pictures shown above are original oils, painted since 1947 inthe Old Master style, by
me, Morris Katz, which are in my permanent collection. None of these has been offered
for sale yet, but at this time I am inviting inquiries for exhibit in museums, public collec-
tions and galleries.
= More than 100 museums internationally exhibit my art currently, and museum people :
" have said that my paintings truly display artistic excellence and intense feeling. (The B
Smithsonian Institution has three of my paintings on display.) :
. IwasbominPoland and emigratedtothe United States in 1949, Inthe 40years since I
| started painting at the age of 13, I have studied and researched more than 8,000 public art
. events, yet |have never had aone-man show. After studying the Old Master style of art for
eight years, and becoming an expert in that area, I went on to develop an impressionistic,
realistic style of my own. Now known worldwide as the creator of instant art, [ hold mem-
bership in the IPA, AGVA, AFTRA, ATAS and IGA. I not only travel worldwide, but ’
o am now producing my own cable TV show in New York City. I make myself available for |
¥ creative on-the-spot painting for party entertainment, TV auctions, benefits and conven- |
tions, and I work out creative commercial promotions.

Listed in The Guinness Book of World Records as the world’s most prolific painter, I
am credited with even more paintings than Picasso. As a publicity stunt, I set a speed
record of 2 minutes, 57 seconds, in 1982 by creating a salable painting that is now on
, exhibit in the Guinness Exhibit Hall in the Empire State Building in New York City.
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ABOUT MORRIS KATZ

He has created and sold over 225,000 original oil paintings, having in the process, wrested the
crown from none other than Picasso himself. He broke Picasso’s record on October 1st, 1985 in
front of the Art Students League on 57th Street in New York City- in the presence of Picasso!

Morris Katz has been demonstrating his “Instant Art” techniques before enthusiastic audiences
world-wide for over 50 years. He has appeared on the hit TV show, Ripley’s Believe it or Not, and
holds records in the Guinness World Book of Records for being the world's fastest artist.

On July 15, 1987, he painted for 12 consecutive hours at New York City’s then Penta Hotel (now
Hotel Pennsylvania) during which time he completed 103 paintings and sold 55 on the spot. The
proceeds were donated to the Boy Scouts of America.

In addition to producing and hosting over 600 TV shows, He has been seen on national television
many times. The shows include:

e 60 Minutes | Walter Cronkites | Ripley’s Believe It
~ Or Nots | Joe Franklins | Mike Douglass | Thicke
of the Nights | David Lettermans | Prime Time
Lives | NBC Todays | CBS News | Regis Philbin’s
Lifetimes | PM Magazines | Good
Morning New Yorks | The
Best of Real Peoples | Hour
Magazines | Various programs
in Israel, Japan, ltaly, Australia
and Germany.
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Paint returned to Morris Katz from the White House



THE PAINTING THAT
INSPIRED THE COLLECTION

ng news of the assassination ove
artist has given us an outstanding px - -
seen at 890 East Tremont Avemue in the Bronx in the window of the artist’s
visit we werestartled to find a large group of people waiting their turn-to
However, the unusual life-like portrait was self-explanatory. And the fame of the
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porm; ;f President Kennedy was held closely by Morris throughout his life, leading to visible wear and tear.







The J®ST CARD Traveler

Veol. 4, No. 3 25¢ per copy Nov. - 1965

MEET MORRIS KATZ, ARTIST

Mr. Katz is of great interest to post card col-
lectors as he is the artist who painted the por-
trait of Pres. John F. Kennedy minutes after
he was assassinated. This portrait is now
available to post card collectors. I am sure
everyone will wantto add this card plus other
by this greatartist to their collections. There
are 15 other cards available at this time.

Mzx . Katz was offered $50, 000 for the Kennedy
portrait. Hewill not sell the painting as he says
"It is not something commercial to be sold .
This picture contains far more than anyone may
realize. Itis apicture of everything this great
man and American means to me and my people
--how can you sell that?".

His story of his life in Europe during the war
was not pleasant. He was a prisoner in Hol-
wehinche Concentration camp. The slave la-
borers at Lisowitz and the inmates of Holwe-
hinche were ordered to be shot so that their <

sordid story of Nazi murder would never be revealed. A gold ring and a bottle of liquoxr bought
his freedom from death. He was in Leipheim, a displaced persons camp, for three years., He
came to America in 1949.

He had been trained for carpenter work in Europe but in America a carpenter had to work six
" days a week. Mr. Katz would not violate his sabbath even for economic survival. When all looked
blackest, he took a job with J. A. Olson Picture Frame Company in Winoma, Miss. Ile began to
make history as he was the first professional painter ever to demonstrate for a picture frame
company. His work is liked by the general public and he has created thousands of pictures.

The Secular paintings of Morris Katz hang in the homes of more Orthodox Jews in America than
any other American painter. As a matter of fact, Morris Katz has peen ranked among the most

"IT IS NOT SOMETHING COMMERCIAL TO BE
SOLD, THIS PICTURE CONTAINS FAR MORE
THAN ANYONE MAY REALIZE. IT IS A PICTURE
OF EVERYTHING THIS GREAT MAN AND
AMERICAN MEANS TO ME AND MY PEOPLE --
HOW CAN YOU SELL THAT?"

Morris Katz




FILE ND.:

FIGHTING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

i

NEW YORK

CABLE ADDRESS - UNATIONS NEWYORK * ADREESE TELEGRAPHIGUE

AD 253/11 1, August 1958

Dear Mr. Katz,

The Secretary-General has now approved a design
for the Human Rights Day stamp this year, by Leonard
G. Mitchell of New Zealand,

I am therefore returning your submitted design,
with very many thanks for your continued interest in
and work on behalf of the UN Postal Administration.

Yours sincerely,

(.

for R. Twedt, Chief
UH Postal Administration

I

Mr. M. Katz,
1049, Kelly St.,
Bronx, 59,

New York,

= S
[UMAN RIGHTS

DROITS DE LHOMME |
DERECHOS HUMANOS
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MORRIS KATZ
PRIVATE JUDAICA COLLECTION

Morris fought for Freedom, peace freedom of Religion behind the Iron curtain, dedicating a

big part of his Judaica private collection painting Jews following religion in dark, with a mission

acknowledging our political and religious leaders who set the tone for Freedom and religious

freedom and path for a better world. His Judaica Collection was sold by postcard prints only

reflects Each Jewish holiday and monumental moments in history. Lithographs of many Judaica

including copies of his private collection of the past two Lubavitcher Rebbe's hang in homes
throughout the world.

morriskatz.org/judaica-collection/
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FIRST US PRESIDENT

GEORGE WASHINGTON




SECOND US PRESIDENT

JoHN ADAMS




THIRD US PRESIDENT

THOMAS JEFFERSON




FOURTH US PRESIDENT

JamEes MADISON




FIFTH US PRESIDENT

JamEes MONROE




SIXTH US PRESIDENT

Joun Quincy ADAMS
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SEVENTH US PRESIDENT

ANDREW JACKSON
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EIGHTH US PRESIDENT

MARTIN VAN BUREN
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TENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

JoHN TYLER




ELEVENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

James K. Poik




TWELFTH U.S. PRESIDENT

Z.ACHARY TAYLOR




THIRTEENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

MILLARD FILLMORE




FOURTEENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

FRANKLIN PIERCE
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FIFTEENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

JAMES BUCHANAN




SIXTEENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

ABRAHAM LINCOLN




PRESIDENT

ANDREW JOHNSON
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EIGHTEENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

ULYSSES S. GRANT




NINETEENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES




TWENTIETH U.S. PRESIDENT

JamEes A. GARFIELD




TWENTY FIRST U.S. PRESIDENT

CHESTER A. ARTHUR
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TWENTY SECOND U.S. PRESIDENT

GROVER CLEVELAND




TWENTY THIRD U.S. PRESIDENT

BENJAMIN HARRISON
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TWENTY SIXTH U.S. PRESIDENT

THEODORE ROOSEVELT




TWENTY SEVENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

WiLLiAM HOWARD TAFT
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TWENTY EIGHTH U
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TWENTY NINTH U.S. PRESIDENT

WARREN G. HARDING




THIRTY FIRST U.S. PRESIDENT

HERBERT HOOVER




THIRTY SECOND U.S. PRESIDENT

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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THIRTY FOURTH U.S. PRESIDENT

DwicHT D. EISENHOWER




THIRTY FIFTH U.S. PRESIDENT

JonnN F. KENNEDY




THIRTY SIXTH U.S. PRESIDENT

LYNDON B. JOHNSON
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THIRTY SEVENTH U.S. PRESIDENT

RicHARD NIXON




THIRTY EIGHTH U.S. PRESIDENT

GERALD FORD




THIRTY NINTH U.S. PRESIDENT

Jimmy CARTER
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FORTY FIRST U.S. PRESIDENT

GEORGE W. BusH
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These paintings were stolen from the Morris Katz Gallery and Studio
247 W29th St., New York, N.Y. 10001 Tel: 212-873-4660

Postcard printed to help retrieve stolen portraits




Morris has been listed twice in the Guinness Book of World Records - once for being the
fastest artist in the world and second for painting more paintings than any other artist alive
or dead. In fact, he beat out Picasso in the 1990s.

On July 15, 1987, Morris painted for 12 consecutive hours at New York City's then Penta
Hotel (now Hotel Pennsylvania) during which time he completed 103 paintings and sold 55
on the spot. The proceeds were donated to the Boy Scouts of America.

Morris was inspired to create the Presidential Collection following the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy. He saw this as the best way to express his patriotism and
gratitude to USA for welcoming him as a Holocaust refugee.

The Presidential Collection was Morris's most prized artwork. He spent six years painting
it, with meticulous attention to detail. It is the first presidential portrait collection where the
number of stars in each flag correspond to the number of states/colonies at the time.

MORRIS KATZ
BORN ON MARCH 3, 1932 - NOVEMBER 12, 2010
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The Einstein of Art

THE MORRIS KATZ FOUNDATION
ART@MORRISKATZ.ORG
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