
195-24 

New Jersey Commissioner of Education 

Final Decision 

 
Robert Finlay,     
 
 Petitioner,      
 

v.  
 
New Jersey Department of Education, 
State Board of Examiners, 
       
 Respondent. 

 
Synopsis 

Pro-se petitioner appealed the determination of the respondent New Jersey State Board of Examiners (SBE) 
denying his request for a third extension of time to satisfy the requirements of New Jersey’s Alternate 
Route teacher certification program.  Specifically, in 2023, petitioner sought an additional two-year 
extension of his provisional certificate as a Teacher of Business: Finance/Economics, after having been 
granted extensions in 2019 and 2021.  The SBE filed a motion to dismiss the petition. 
 
The ALJ found, inter alia, that:  petitioner was issued his first provisional certificate in September 2017; the 
certificate was renewed in 2019; in 2021, petitioner’s application for renewal of his provisional certificate 
was denied;  petitioner appealed and was granted a renewal of his provisional certificate based on his 
specific circumstances;  further, petitioner admitted that he has still not completed all of the academic 
coursework associated with the Alternate Route program, which he entered into more than six years ago.  
The ALJ concluded that petitioner has already been granted two renewals of his provisional certificate, 
which is the maximum permitted by law.  Accordingly, the ALJ granted the SBE’s motion to dismiss the 
petition.    
 
Upon review, the Commissioner concurred with the findings and conclusions of the ALJ and adopted the 
Initial Decision as the final decision in this matter.  The petition was dismissed.   
 
 
 
This synopsis is not part of the Commissioner’s decision.  It has been prepared for the convenience of the reader.  It 
has been neither reviewed nor approved by the Commissioner. 
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The record of this matter and the Initial Decision of the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) 

have been reviewed and considered.  The parties did not file exceptions. 

Upon review, the Commissioner concurs with the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) that 

petitioner has already been granted two renewals of his provisional certificate, the maximum 

permitted by law. 

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is adopted as the final decision in this matter.  The State 

Board of Examiners’ motion to dismiss is granted, and the petition of appeal is hereby dismissed. 

IT IS SO ORDERED.1 

ACTING COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 

Date of Decision:  May 15, 2024
Date of Mailing:  May 16, 2024

1 This decision may be appealed to the Appellate Division of the Superior Court pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-9.1. 
Under N.J.Ct.R. 2:4-1(b), a notice of appeal must be filed with the Appellate Division within 45 days from the date 
of mailing of this decision. 
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