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Foreword

This handbook provides guidance on collecting and submitting data on children with disabilities ages 3 to 21 who
are receiving special education and related services according to an individualized education program (IEP) in
place on October 15 to the New Jersey Department of Education’s (NJDOE) statewide longitudinal data system,
known as NJSLEDS. It outlines the required format and specifies the data elements that must be collected. The
NJDOE will compile this information into a standardized dataset for various essential purposes.

e Complying with federal and state requirements

e Ensuring that each school district receives all the funding itis entitled to

e |dentifying trends and areas of focus for future initiatives
The Special Education Submission Handbook is designed to assist with the Fall Special Education Submission.
This submission includes information on students eligible to receive special education and related services on
October 15 of the current school year, as well as those who were referred for evaluation, and for whom evaluation
was determined to be warranted during the previous school year. This includes students served by Part C who were
referred to Part B for evaluation. Many student data elements required for the Fall Special Education Submission
align with Student Management requirements, and aid in linking student data. The handbook provides definitions
and standards for educational data, aiming to ensure that special education information is uniform, consistent,
and easy to understand, as quality information relies on these elements.
The NJDOE collects special education data to ensure compliance, improve outcomes, allocate resources
effectively, and support equitable access to high-quality education for all students with disabilities.

How to Use this Handbook

This handbook is a valuable resource to share with your data provider or in-house data administrator to ensure that
the information you receive from them matches the data requirements set by the NJDOE. Submitting accurate
data now minimizes future errors, therefore saving time and effort later.
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Revision History

Date

Version

Comment

August 27, 2026

1.2

Updated the related services fields to clarify that they are required
only when SpecialEducationClassification is 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06,
07,08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, or 17. These fields should be left
blank when SpecialEducationClassification is 00 or 19.
Related Fields:

o CounselingServices
OccupationalTherapyServices
PhysicalTherapyServices
SpeechLanguageTherapyServices
OtherRelatedServices

O O O O

August 2026

1.1

Adjusted definition of LID to align with NJSLEDS

Adjusted definition of SID to align with NJSLEDS

Removed TimelnRegularProgram field

Removed SpecialEducationPlacement field

Added PreschoolEdEnvironment field to support federal IDEA
reporting and monitoring of preschool educational environments
and least restrictive environment (LRE) requirements.

Added SchoolAgeEdEnvironment field to support federal IDEA
reporting and monitoring of school-age educational environments
and least restrictive environment (LRE) requirements.

Added Codel9validation rule in SpecialEducationClassification for
state category of an individual Undergoing Initial Evaluation to
Determine Eligibility for Special Education Services

Updated year for ReferralDate, ParentalConsenttoEvaluateDate,
InitiallEPMeetingDate

Updated guidance to clarify that fields may be left blank, rather than
being reported as “null”

Modified validation rules for the Special Education Classification
field. Preschool Children with a Disability may now be reported with
any valid Special Education Classification and not restricted to
Code 12.

August 2025

1.0

Updated data elements for 2025-2026 SY
o ReferralDate
ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate
EligibilityDeterminationDate
Earlylntervention
InitiallEPMeetingDate
ParentalConsentObtained

O O O O O
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o ParentalConsentTolmplementlEP
o InitialProcessDelayReason
Updated from Soft Launch

Updated ParentalConsentObtained data element to reflect the

June 2025 1.0 .
validation rules
Soft Launch Version 1.0 e Updated Pilot information to Soft Launch information
e Updated information from NJ SMART to NJSLEDS
Pilot Version 10 e Updated terminology from SID to Student Management

Revised the Forward, Executive Summary, and Privacy and Security
statement

NJ SMART Revision History

Date

Version

Comment

August 2024

Updated data elements for the 2024-2025 SY:

o ReferralDate
ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate
EligibilityDeterminationDate
Earlylntervention
InitiallEPMeetingDate
ParentalConsentObtained
ParentalConsentTolmplementIEP

o InitialProcessDelayReason
Updated the Additional Notes of the SpecialEducationPlacement
field to indicate change of English Language Learner Services to
LIEP Services.
Added new fields to capture more information about students
reported with a SpecialEducationClassification of 14 Specific
Learning Disability (SLD).

o SLDBasicReadingSkills
SLDReadingComprehension
SLDOralExpression
SLDListeningComprehension
SLDWrittenExpression
SLDReadingFluency
SLDMathCalculations

o SLDMathProblemSolving
Added new Validation Checks to the SpecialEducationClassification
field for the SLD-related data fields.

O O O O O O

O O O O O O

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook




e Updated the MDDisabilingCondition fields as follows:

o Updated the description of Al from Auditorily Impaired to
Auditory Impairment

o Removed SM (Social Maladjustment) as an acceptable
value, as students who are classified as socially
maladjusted should be reported as emotionally
disturbed/emotional regulation impaired.

o Removed ID (Intellectual Disability) and added three
severity levels of intellectual disability in its place: Ml (Mild
Intellectual Disability), MO (Moderate Intellectual
Disability). Added an Additional Note to clarify the proper
format of these fields for successful upload into the system.

September, 2023 2.6

e Updated data elements for the 2023-2024 SY:
o ReferralDate
ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate
EligibilityDeterminationDate
Earlylntervention
InitiallEPMeetingDate
ParentalConsentObtained
ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP
o InitialProcessDelayReasoning
o Added a new field, MDDisablingCondition (repeating data element),
to capture more information about students reported with a
SpecialEducationClassification of 08 (Multiple Disabilities).
o Added a new field, DeclassificationSPEDDate, to capture when
students become declassified (SpecialEducationClassification of
99).

O O O 0O O O

August 7, 2023 5.5

e Revised the Additional Notes for data elements to clarify best
practices for updating records:
o StateldentificationNumber
FirstName
LastName
DateOfBirth
ReferralDate
ParentalConsentObtained
o SpecialEducationClassification
e Updated for the 2022-2023 SY for data elements:
o ReferralDate
ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate
EligibilityDeterminationDate
Earlylntervention
InitiallEPMeetingDate
ParentalConsentObtained
ParentalConsentTolmplementlnitiallEP
InitialProcessDelayReason

O O O O O

August 5, 2022 5.4

O O O O O O O
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o SpecialEducationClassification

e Updated data elements for the 2021-2022 SY:
o ReferralDate
ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate
EligibilityDeterminationDate
Earlylntervention
InitiallEPMeetingDate
ParentalConsentObtained
ParentalConsentTolmplementlnitiallEP
InitialProcessDelayReason
o SpecialEducationClassification
e Updated the Additional Notes for SpecialEducationPlacement.

August 5, 2021 5.3

O O O O O O O

o Added the SpecialEducationClassification of 18 for students who
were eligible for special education and related services under the
SpecialEducationClassification of 12 = Preschool Child with a

November 5, 2020 5.2 Disability who turned age 5 during the 2019-2020 school year, for

whom the reevaluation to determine a school age eligibility category

was not completed by June 30, 2020 due to COVID-19, and the
studentis in Kindergarten for the 2020-2021 school year.

e Updated elements in the State Category for Special Education
Classification:

o Auditory Impairment
o Autism
o Mild Intellectual Disability
o Moderate Intellectual Disability
October 5, 2020 o2.1 o Severe Intellectual Disability
o Communication Impairment
o Emotional Regulation Impairment
o Multiple Disabilities
o Orthopedic Impairment
o Other Impairment
o Visual Impairment
e Updated data elements for the 2020-2021 SY:
o ReferralDate
ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate
EligibilityDeterminationDate
August 5, 2020 5.0 Earlylntervention

InitiallEPMeetingDate
ParentalConsentObtained
ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP
InitialProcessDelayReason

O O O O 0O O O
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Added new code for InitialProcessDelayReason:
InitialProcessDelayReason code = 14.

Added a new Validation Check for InitialProcessDelayReason: An
error will occur if ParentalConsentTolmplementlnitiallEP is before
December 9, 2019 and InitialProcessDelayReason code = 14.

October 31, 2019

4.9

Updated Validation Rules for InitialProcessDelayReason to require a
value when a student transitions from Early Intervention, their
ParentalConsentTolmplementlinitiallEP occurred after student’s
third birthday, and the EligibilityDeterminiationDate is more than 90
days from the ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate.

August 30, 2019

4.8

Updated data element InitialProcessDelayReason and edited the
acceptable value of 08: “The following code applies only to students
with disabilities 5-21 (5 years old who is in Kindergarten only)”

July 25, 2019

4.7

Updated data element SpecialEducationPlacement and added two
validation rules to disaggregate students with disabilities aged five.
Updated definition and validation rule for data element
TimelnRegularProgram to remove inclusion of Kindergarten
students.
Updated grade level range for acceptable value 08 of
InitialProcessDelayReason to include ages 3-21.
Updated reporting dates for the 2019-2020 SY for data elements:

o ReferralDate
ParentalConsentToEvaluate
EligibilityDeterminationDate
Earlylntervention
InitiallEPMeetingDate
ParentalConsentObtained
ParentalConsentTolmplementlinitiallEP

o InitialProcessDelayReason
Updated all data elements to include CEDS Mapping.

O O O O O O

July, 2018

4.6

Updated reporting dates for the 2018-2019 SY for data elements:
o ReferralDate
ParentalConsentToEvaluate
EligibilityDeterminationDate
Earlylntervention
InitiallEPMeetingDate
ParentalConsentObtained
ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP
o InitialProcessDelayReason
Updated reference to Every Student Succeeds Act in the Executive
Summary.

O O O O O O

September 29, 2017

4.5

Updated definitions for FirstName and LastName.

July 19, 2017

4.4

Reporting Dates updated for 2017-2018 School Year.
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May 11,2017 43 e Added clarlflcatlon to SpeaalEducat'lonClassmcatlon.
e Updated guidance for Earlylntervention.
e Updated validation checks for CounselingServices,
June 16, 2016 42 OccuanonalTherapySerwces, PhysmalTherapySgrwces,
SpeechlLanguageServices, and OtherRelatedServices.
e Reporting dates updated for 2016-2017 School Year.
July 27,2015 4.1 e Reporting Dates updated for 2015-2016 School Year.
June 23, 2014 4.0 ° RepQr.tmgf Dates updateq Tor 2014-2015 School Year.
e (Clarification added to InitialProcessDelayReason.
February 10, 2014 3.9 o (Clarification to SpeC|al. Edgcatlon Classification and SID
Management cross validation
July 9, 2013 3.8 e Dates have been updated for the 2013-2014 school year.
e . . . o
January 15, 2013 3.7 e Clarification provided for SpecialEducationPlacement of 1% grade
students that are 5 years of age.
September 12,2012 3.6 e (Clarification provided on dates in the IEP sequence of events.
August 13,2012 3.5 e Reporting dates updated for 2012-2013 School Year.
o Additional clarification for Re-Evaluation Date Element and transfer
June 7,2012 3.5 students. Additional note added for Special Education
Classification.
May 24,2012 3.4 e Proofing revisions made.
April 13, 2012 34 ° Common Errors and Resolut.lons added to each section. Added an
additional note to Reevaluation Date element.
April 3, 2012 33 e Added additional not§§ for multiple data elements, added revision
table. Proofed for revisions.
Executive Summary

The growing need for comprehensive, accurate, timely data on our state’s schools, staff, and students calls for a
technology-based solution that can provide better information to all stakeholders, simplify complicated data
reporting requirements, and increase administrative efficiency. The New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education
Data System (NJSLEDS) was created to meet this need.

The system enables compliance with the increasingly intensive regulatory requirements driven by legislation such
as the No Child Left Behind Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and the Every Student Succeeds
Act. The system also provides the data that helps drive improvements and monitor progress toward key goals and
ensures that our state’s educational institutions get the funding they need to continue to meet the needs of New
Jersey’s students.

Periodically, schools are asked to provide specific data sets to ensure that the information in the system remains
timely and up to date. This handbook is designed to support administrators and their partners as they gather and
submit this information to the system.

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook 9



Privacy and Security

The NJDOE prioritizes privacy and security. To protect district data, it employs an audit trail to monitor activities,
detect breaches, and ensure proper use. Only registered and authorized users, authenticated through a secure
login platform can access the system. Data is segmented by districts, so users only see information relevant to
their educational interest. All data will be secured to maintain confidentiality and integrity. Illegal access or
downloads will result in prosecution.

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook
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Data Certification Statement

By submitting data to the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE), districts acknowledge and confirm the
following:

e The submitted data has been thoroughly reviewed for accuracy and approved by all appropriate district and
local staff.

e Allknown issues and discrepancies have been resolved or documented, and the data reflects the most
accurate and complete information available at the time of submission.

e Thedistrict understands that certified data will be used for official NJDOE purposes, including federal,
state, and public reporting; accountability determinations; and funding decisions.

e Submission of data is considered a formal certification that the information is accurate.

Knowingly submitting inaccurate or incomplete data may result in follow-up or corrective actions by the NJDOE.

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook 11



Data Elements and Definitions

This Special Education Submission Handbook includes data elements that are currently collected and maintained
by schools, districts, and the NJDOE. Not all data elements are relevant to each student (e.g., students born
outside of the US will not have a State of Birth). It is important to understand how each definition is implemented.
In those situations where the implementation of a definition is not clear it should be reported to NJSLEDS so that a
collaborative resolution can be reached.

The following information is provided for each data element in the Special Education Data Handbook:

* Name of Data Element: The data element name used within the NJDOE longitudinal education data
system.

+ Definition of Data Elements: A brief description of the data element.

* Functional, Policy or Legal Description: The rationale for collecting the data element, and how the data
element will be used. Other policy and legal implications for its collection.

» CEDS Mapping: An indication of how the NJSLEDS data element maps to Common Education Data
Standards (CEDS).

» Is This Data Element Required: Indication of whether the data element is required for file submission.

* Acceptable Values: Indication of the data type, minimum and maximum number of characters permitted,
and lists values and ranges accepted for each element.

» Validation Checks: Specific data validation that will occur with respect to each data element.

« Additional Notes: Additional relevant notes about the data element.

« Common Errors: Guidance on how to resolve common errors within NJSLEDS.

» Warnings: (if applicable) The warning message indicating that the data entered does not meet the
standards outline by the NJDOE. Warnings are not considered validation errors.

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook 12



LocalldentificationNumber (LID)

Definition of Data Element
A number assigned and maintained by the local school district that is unique for each student in the district and is
consistently used by the district across all of its data systems.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

Districts must report the Local Identification Number for each student. This identifier is assigned and managed
locally by the district to support tracking within the district over time. It is collected by NJDOE as a supporting
identifier.

CEDS Mapping

Local Education Agency ldentifier

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all students.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alphanumeric
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 20

Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if multiple students in the district with the same LID are reported.
e Anerror will occur if the field is left blank.

Additional Notes

e Type and length can vary based on a series of numbers and letters used by a school district. A student's LID
must be unique throughout the student's enrollment in the district. For school districts without a LID, a LID
scheme must be created and assigned for all students so that DOE can uniquely identify all studentsin a
particular district.

e ForallD thatincludes leading zeros, be sure when extracting and storing the data for transmission that the
zeros are maintained. This is accomplished by creating the field as an alphanumeric data element.

e Itisimportant that for confidentiality purposes, the local identification numbers do not contain any
embedded meaning linked to student-specific information.

Common Errors
N/A

Warnings

Error Message: Student with the same LID exists in the LEA.
Resolution: Determine which student record should have that LID number. For the student with the incorrect LID,
do a partial file upload with the correct LID number and it will overwrite the previous LID number.

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook 13



StateldentificationNumber (SID)

Definition of Data Element

A unigue number assigned and maintained by the NJDOE that is unique for each student over time and across
districts.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

In order to track students within and across districts over time, NJDOE will assign a unique 10-digit number to all
students enrolled in New Jersey public schools. After the initial assignment of identification numbers in the
Student Management submission, districts will be required to verify or obtain an identification number whenever a
new student enrolls in the district. After a SID is identified, districts must use the SID on all student-level data
submitted to the NJDOE. For more details on SIDs and ID Management, resources can be found on the NJSLEDS
User Resources website.

CEDS Mapping
Student Identifier

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all students.

Acceptable Values

Type: Numeric
Minimum Length: 10
Maximum Length: 10

Validation Checks
e SIDs must be valid 10-digit state identification numbers as issued by NJSLEDS.

Additional Notes

e All submission files must include SIDs for students who have had SIDs issued.

e Toobtain a SID number, leave this field blank in Student Management. When submitted, a new unique SID
will be generated and issued for this student.

e Students must be Active to be submitted to Special Education official submission

Common Errors

Error Message: Combination of Local ID, State ID, First Name, Last Name, and Date of Birth does not match data
submitted for the Student Management Snapshot.

Resolution: To resolve this error, review the records you submitted in the Student Management Snapshot.
Compare the values of all five fields (LID, SID, First Name, Last Name, and Date of Birth) in the record against the
fields in the Special Education submission. All five fields in the Special Education submission must match exactly
to the Student Snapshot records. To make the necessary changes, please update the student's information within
your district's Student Information System (SIS) or other local source system and reupload the record to the
appropriate NJSLEDS collection. If the data is misreported in the Student Snapshot records, the record will still
appear in error for other submissions until the next snapshot even after it is updated in Student Management.

Warnings
N/A
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FirstName

Definition of Data Element
A name given to an individual.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document
This data element is used to verify the unique identification of the student.

CEDS Mapping
First Name

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all students.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 30

Validation Checks

e Periods are not accepted in the FirstName field. Other special characters such as apostrophes and
hyphens are accepted.
e Anerror will occur if the field is left blank.

Additional Notes

e No nicknames or abbreviated names should be reported.
e First Name and Last Name must be reported as separate fields.

Common Errors

Error Message: Field contains an invalid character or exceeds 30 characters.

Resolution: This field cannot have more than 30 characters or contain periods. If the student's name has more
than 30 characters or has periods in the FirstName field, please update the student's information within your
district's Student Information System (SIS) or other local source system and reupload the record to the Special
Education submission to resolve the error.

Warnings
N/A

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook

15



LastName

Definition of Data Element
The name borne in common by members of a family.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document
This data element is used to verify the unique identification of the student.

CEDS Mapping
Last or Surname

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all students.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 50

Validation Checks

e Periods are not accepted in the LastName field. Other special characters such as apostrophes and
hyphens are accepted.
e Anerror will occur if the field is left blank.

Additional Notes

e First Name and Last Name must be reported as separate fields.

e Students with multiple last names should include multiple last names in this field. Hyphens are
acceptable; place both last names in this field. Example: Jenny R. Smith-Jones would be input as the last
name "Smith-Jones" while John F. Davis Smyth would be input as the last name "Davis Smyth". First Name
and Last Name must be reported as separate fields.

Common Errors

Error Message: Field contains an invalid character or exceeds 50 characters.

Resolution: This field cannot have more than 50 characters or contain periods. If the student's name has more
than 50 characters or has periods in the LastName field, please update the student's information within your
district's Student Information System (SIS) or other local source system and reupload the record to the Special
Education submission to resolve the error.

Warnings
N/A

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook 16



DateOfBirth

Definition of Data Element

The year, month, and day on which an individual was born. This data element must correspond to the child's birth

certificate or other legal documentation.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document
This data element is used to verify the unique identification of the student.

CEDS Mapping
Birthdate

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all students.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerror will occur if the format does not include a four-digit year followed by a zero-filled two position
month, followed by a zero-filled two position day (i.e., 20190128 for January 28, 2019).

e Anerrorwill occur if the data element falls outside of reasonable parameters (i.e., date occursin the
future, date ages the student outside legal limits of the education system).

Additional Notes

e Thedate must bein YYYYMMDD format. Do notinclude any separators such as"/" or "-".
e This field is mandatory for all Non-Public students.

Common Errors

Error Message: Date cannot be in the future.

Resolution: This must be a valid date of birth, not a date in the future. To modify the date, please update the
student's Date of Birth within your district's Student Information System (SIS) or other local source system and
reupload the record to the Special Education submission to resolve the error.

Warnings

N/A

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook
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ReferralDate

Definition of Data Element

The date on which a New Jersey school district receives the written request for a child study team evaluation of a
student.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document
NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping

Referral Date

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for students who were referred for special education and related services, and for whom
evaluation was found to be warranted in the previous school year.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occcur if ReferralDate is a date after the Snapshot date.
e Anerrorwill occur if ReferralDate is blank when EligibilityDeterminationDate is after June 30, 2025.
e Anerrorwill occur if the required dates do not followed the sequence specified below:
o DateOfBirth + 2 years < ReferralDate < ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate <
EligibilityDeterminationDate < InitiallEPMeetingDate < ParentalConsentTolmplementIEP <
AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate

Additional Notes

e |[fastudent has been referred for Speech only services and determination is made that the student is
eligible for other services, a new ReferralDate and EligibilityDeterminationDate should take place.

e Thedate must bein YYYYMMDD format. Do notinclude any separators such as"/" or "-".

e Students referred but not evaluated should be reported with just a ReferralDate; all other fields are left
blank.

Common Errors

Error Message: Students with IEPs must have a ReferralDate, EligibilityDeterminationDate, or ReevaluationDate.
Resolution: In order for a student to be submitted to the Special Education submission, a student must have a
value in the ReferralDate, EligibilityDeterminationDate, or a ReevaluationDate field. Check with your district as to
when this student was referred or determined eligible to receive services. To add a valid date, please update the
student's informatino within your district's Student Information System (SIS) or other local source system and
reupload the record to the Special Education submission to resolve the error.

Warnings

N/A
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ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate

Definition of Data Element

The date on which the parent provides written consent for an initial evaluation to determine eligibility for special
education and related services or eligibility for speech-language services.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping

Consent to Evaluate Date

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students who have an EligibilityDeterminationDate after June 30, 2025. If
SpecialEducationClassification is 00 ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate must be populated. If neither condition
applies, leave this field blank.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerror will occur if ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate is blank when EligibilityDeterminationDate is after
June 30, 2025.
e Anerrorwill occur if this field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification=00.
e Anerrorwill occur if the required dates do not follow the sequence specified below:
o DateOfBirth + 2 years < ReferralDate < ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate <
EligibilityDeterminationDate < InitiallEPMeetingDate < ParentalConsentTolmplementIEP <
AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate

Additional Notes

e Thedate must bein YYYYMMDD format. Do notinclude any separators such as"/" or "-".
e Instances where parents have requested evaluation by a third party still require the
ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate to be filled in.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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EligibilityDeterminationDate

Definition of Data Element

The date on which the student’s initial eligibility for special education services or speech-language services was
determined.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping
Eligibility Evaluation Date

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students whose eligibility determination occurred on or after July 1 of the previous
year.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerror will occur if EligibilityDeterminationDate is after the Snapshot date.

e Either an EligibilityDetermination date OR a ReevaluationDate is required when any of the following occurs:
o AnlnitiallEPMeetingDate is listed; or
o A SpecialEducationClassificaiton is listed; or
o AnAnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate is listed

o Anerrorwill occur if the required dates do not followed the sequence specified below:

o DateOfBirth + 2 years < ReferralDate < ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate <
EligibilityDeterminationDate < InitiallEPMeetingDate < ParentalConsentTolmplementIEP <
AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate

Additional Notes

e Ifinitial eligibility determination has not yet been made, leave as blank.

e [finitial eligibility determination is for speech language services only, but the student is thereafter
determined eligible for other services, a new EligibilityDeterminationDate should take place.

e Thedate must bein YYYYMMDD format. Do notinclude any separators such as "/" or "-".

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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Earlyintervention

Definition of Data Element
Any preschool student that was receiving Part C Early Intervention Services at the time of referral.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document
NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping
IDEA Part B 619 Potential Eligibility Indicator

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is required when:
e ReferralDate is before the student’s third birthday, AND ReferralDate falls between July 1 and June 30 of the
previous school year.
Otherwise, this field may be left blank.

Acceptable Values
Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1
e Y =Yes, the student was referred from Part C Early Intervention Services
e N =No, the student was not referred from Part C Early Intervention Services

Validation Checks

e Anerror will occur if Earlylntervention is blank and ReferralDate is before the student turned 3 and
ReferralDate is between July 1 and June 30 of the previous school year (i.e., between July 1, 2025 and June
30, 2026).

e Anerrorwill occur if Earlylntervention contains a value other than 'Y or N.

Additional Notes

e Astudentreferred from Early Intervention between July 1 and June 30 of the previous year must be
reported to Student Management even if the student is still in the referral process and not yet enrolled by
the Fall Snapshot close date. Use SpecialEducationClassification code 19 for these children.

e Earlylntervention indicates whether the student was receiving Part C Early Intervention Services at the time
of referral, not simply whether they turned 3 during a specific timeframe.

Common Errors
N/A

Warnings
N/A
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InitiallEPMeetingDate

Definition of Data Element

The date of the student's initial IEP meeting. This date refers to the first, initial IEP meeting for the student, even if

that meeting occurred in a district that the student is no longer attending.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping

Individualized Program Service Plan Meeting Date

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students who have an InitiallEPMeetingDate after June 30, 2025.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if the InitiallEPMeetingDate is after the Snapshot date.
e IfanInitiallEPMeetingDate is listed, an EligibilityDeterminationDate is required.
e Anerror will occur if the required dates do not followed the sequence specified below:
o DateOfBirth + 2 years < ReferralDate < ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate <
EligibilityDeterminationDate < InitiallEPMeetingDate < ParentalConsentTolmplement|EP <
AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate

Additional Notes

e [f eligibility determination has not yet been made, leave InitiallEPMeetingDate as blank.
e The date must bein YYYYMMDD format. Do not include any separators such as "/" or "-".

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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ParentalConsentObtained

Definition of Data Element
The written parental decision regarding the implementation of the Initial IEP.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document
NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is required when:

e SpecialEducationClassification is NOT ‘00’ (Determined Ineligible), AND
e One of the following conditions is met:
o Thestudentisincluded in Indicator 11 (i.e., ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate is between July 1 and
June 30 of the previous school year), OR
o The studentisincluded in Indicator 12 (i.e., EarlyIntervention is ‘Y’ AND ReferralDate occurred
before the student turned 3 AND ReferralDate is between July 1 and June 30 of the previous school
year).

Otherwise, this field may be left blank.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y =Yes, Parental Consent was obtained to implement the Initial IEP.
e N =No, Parental Consent was not obtained prior to the Snapshot date to implement the initial IEP.
e R =Refused, Parent refused implementation of the initial IEP.

Validation Checks

e Anerror will occur if the above requirement conditions are met and ParentalConsentObtained is blank.

Additional Notes

e Leave blank, if the student has not yet received an eligibility determination.
e Leave blankif SpecialEducationClassification = 00 (Determined Ineligible)

Common Errors

Error Message: Field must have a value of Y if ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP has a date filled in.
Resolution: If there is a value of Y in ParentalConsentTolmplementlEP, then ParentalConsentObtained must be
"Y". Check to see what value was entered in the ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP field. To modify the value
submitted, please update the student's information within your district's Student Information System (SIS) or local
source system and reupload the record to the Special Education submission to resolve the error.

Warnings
N/A
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ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP

Definition of Data Element
The date on which the parent provides written consent to implement the student's initial IEP.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document
NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all students for whom Parental Consent has been obtained.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerror will occur if ParentalConsentTolmplementlnitiallEP is a date after the Snapshot date.

e Anerror will occur if ParentalConsentTolmplementlnitiallEP is blank, when EligibilityDeterminationDate is
after June 30, 2025 and ParentalConsentObtained =Y.

e [fthe child has transitioned from Early Intervention Services (Earlylntervention =Y), the
EligibilityDeterminationDate is more than 90 days from the ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate, and the
ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP date occurs after the student’s 3rd birthday, then
InitialProcessDelayReason must have a value.

e Anerror will occur if ParentalConsentObtained = N, R, or is blank, and
ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP is filled in.

e Anerrorwill occur if the required dates do not followed the sequence specified below:

o DateOfBirth + 2 years < ReferralDate < ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate <
EligibilityDeterminationDate < InitiallEPMeetingDate < ParentalConsentTolmplementlEP <
AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate

Additional Notes

e Thedate must bein YYYYMMDD format. Do notinclude any separators such as "/" or "-".

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate

Definition of Data Element
The date of the student's last Annual IEP Review meeting.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document
NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all students who have a valid IEP as of the Snapshot date.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerror will occur if AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate is a date after the Snapshot date.
e [fInitiallEPMeetingDate is the only meeting date, then leave AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate blank.
e [fan AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate is listed, either an EligibilityDeterminationDate OR a ReevaluationDate
is required.
e Anerrorwill occur if the required dates do not followed the sequence specified below:
o DateOfBirth + 2 years < ReferralDate < ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate <

EligibilityDeterminationDate < InitiallEPMeetingDate < ParentalConsentTolmplementIEP <
AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate

Additional Notes

e Ifeligibility determination has not yet been made, leave as blank.
e The date must bein YYYYMMDD format. Do not include any separators such as"/" or "-".

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SpecialEducationClassification

Definition of Data Element
Indicates the student’s special education disability category or status as a student with a disability under IDEA
as of the snapshot date, including when the student is undergoing an initial evaluation to determine eligibility.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of School Funding, and Office of Special Education, N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.5, 6A:14-3.3, 6A:14-3.4,
6A:14-3.5, 6A:14-3.8.

CEDS Mapping
Primary Disability Type, IDEA Indicator, and Awaiting Initial IDEA Evaluation Status.

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all records submitted through the Special Education Submission.

Acceptable Values

Type: Numeric

Minimum Length: 2

Maximum Length: 2

Select the two-digit code in the left column that corresponds to the student’s status as a student with a disability
and, if applicable, the student’s primary disability category as determined by the eligibility team and documented
in the student’s most recent eligibility determination or reevaluation conducted in accordance with IDEA and
N.J.A.C. 6A:14. If the student is undergoing an initial evaluation and an eligibility determination has notyet been
made, select code 19.

Special Education Federal and State Categories

Code State Category Federal Category

99 Declassified/ Returned to General Education N/A

00 Determined Ineligible N/A

01 Auditory Impairment Hearing Impairments

02 Autism Autism

03 Mild Intellectual Disability Intellectual Disability

04 Moderate Intellectual Disability Intellectual Disability

05 Severe Intellectual Disability Intellectual Disability

06 Communication Impairment Speech or Language Impairments
07 Emotional Regulation Impairment Emotional Disturbance

08 Multiple Disabilities Multiple Disabilities

09 Deaf-Blindness Deaf-Blindness

10 Orthopedic Impairment Orthopedic Impairments

11 Other Health Impairment Other Health Impairments
12 Preschool Child with a Disability Developmental Delay

14 Specific Learning Disability Specific Learning Disabilities
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15 Traumatic Brain Injury Traumatic Brain Injury

16 Visual Impairment Visual Impairments
17 Eligible for Speech-Language Services Speech or Language Impairments
19 Undergoing Initial Evaluation to Determine N/A

Eligibility for Special Education Services

Validation Checks
e The SpecialEducationClassification code provided for the student in the Special Education Submission
must match the code provided for the student in the Student Management Submission.
e When SpecialEducationClassification code is 19, ReferralDate and ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate must
not be blank.
e When SpecialEducationClassification is 19, then EligibilityDeterminationDate must be blank.
e When SpecialEducationClassification is code 14 (SLD) all SLD-related data elements
(i.e., SLDBasicReading, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression, etc.) must have a value and at
least one data element mustbeay.
e When SpecialEducationClassification is not code 14 (SLD) all SLD-related data elements
(i.e., SLDBasicReadingSkills, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression, etc.) must be blank.
e When SpecialEducationClassification = 19, Must Include:
o ReferralDate
o ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate
Must NOT include (must be blank):
e EligibilityDeterminationDate
e InitiallEPMeetingDate
e ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP
e ParentalConsentObtained
e CounselingServices
e OccupationalTherapyServices
e PhysicalTherapyServices
e SpeechLanguageTherapyServices
e OtherRelatedServices
e AnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate
e ReevaluationDate
e MDDisablingCondition
e SLDBasicReadingSkills
e SLDReadingComprehension
e SLDOralExpression
e SlLDListeningComprehension
e SLDWrittenExpression
e SLDReadingFluency
e SLDMathCalculations
e SLDMathProblemSolving
e DeclassificationSPEDDate
May include:
e Earlylntervention
e InitialProcessDelayReason
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Additional Notes

e Astudent must be reported with SpecialEducationClassification code 00 (Determined Ineligible) if the
student underwent an initial evaluation and was determined not eligible for special education and
related services during the prior reporting period (e.g., on or after July 1). The student must not be
reported with code 00 in subsequent Fall submissions unless a new eligibility determination of
ineligibility occurred.

e Students that were previously in special education but underwent a reevaluation as of the last
snapshot date that resulted in a determination that the student does not continue to be a student with
a disability should be submitted with code 99 (Declassified/ Returned to General Education).

e Astudent must be reported with SpecialEducationClassification code 19 (Undergoing initial evaluation
to determine eligibility under IDEA) if the student is undergoing an initial evaluation to determine
eligibility for special education and an eligibility determination is pending as of the snapshot date.
SpecialEducationClassification should not be left blank for students in this status. Once an eligibility
determination is made, SpecialEducationClassification must be updated to reflect the primary
disability category or ineligible status documented in the student’s eligibility determination.

e Report the student’s primary disability category in SpecialEducationClassification even if the
student’s initial IEP is not in effect on the snapshot date due to parental refusal or other
implementation delay reason.

e Students who are classified as socially maladjusted should be reported as emotionally disturbed.

Common Errors

Error Message: Special Education Classification code submitted to the Special Education submission must
match the Special Education Classification code submitted to Student Management.

Resolution: For students submitted to the Special Education Submission that match students submitted to
Student Management, the SpecialEducationClassification must be the same. To change the code in the Special
Education submission, please update the student's information within your district's Student Information System
(SIS) or local source system and reupload the record to the Special Education submission to resolve the error. To
change the code in Student Management, please update the student's information within your district's SIS or
source system and reupload the record to Student Management to resolve the error during the submission
period. Changes made to Student Management after the Fall Snapshot will not impact the official Special
Education submission.

Error Message: When Special Education Classification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e., SLD Basic
Reading Skills, SLD Reading Comprehension, SLD Oral Expression, SLD Listening Comprehension, SLD Math
Calculations, SLD Math Problem Solving, SLD Written Expression and SLD Reading Fluency) equal N. At least one
of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.”.

Resolution: Check all eight SLD-related data fields (i.e., SLD Basic Reading Skills, SLD Reading Comprehension,
SLD Oral Expression, SLD Listening Comprehension, SLD Math Calculations, SLD Math Problem Solving, SLD
Written Expression and SLD Reading Fluency) and confirm at least one data fieldisa .

Error Message: When Special Education Classification is NOT 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e., SLD Basic
Reading Skills, SLD Reading Comprehension, SLD Oral Expression, SLD Listening Comprehension, SLD Math
Calculations, SLD Math Problem Solving, SLD Written Expression and SLD Reading Fluency) must be blank.

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook 28



Resolution: Check all eight SLD-related data fields (i.e., SLD Basic Reading Skills, SLD Reading Comprehension,
SLD Oral Expression, SLD Listening Comprehension, SLD Math Calculations, SLD Math Problem Solving, SLD

Written Expression and SLD Reading Fluency) and confirm all eight are blank.

Warnings
N/A
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ReevaluationDate

Definition of Data Element

The date on which a student's continued eligibility for special education services was determined.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping

Individualized Program Service Plan Reevaluation Date

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students who have been reevaluated.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if ReevaluationDate is a date after the Snapshot date.
e Either an EligibilityDetermination date OR a ReevaluationDate is required when any of the following occurs:
o AnlnitiallEPMeetingDate is listed; or
o A SpecialEducationClassificaiton is listed; or
o AnAnnuallEPReviewMeetingDate is listed
o ReevaluationDate must be filled in for declassified students (SpecialEducationClassification code
of 99).

Additional Notes

e Leave blank if the student has an InitialEligibilityDeterminationDate and has not yet been reevaluated.

e The date must bein YYYYMMDD format. Do not include any separators such as "/" or "-".

e Ifthe triennial evaluation has been waived, input the date of the parent's written consent to waive the
evaluation as the ReevaluationDate.

e For students where prior Reevaluation and InitialEligibilityDetermination dates are not available, use the
date the student's IEP starts after transfer into the district as the ReevaluationDate.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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InitialProcessDelayReason

Definition of Data Element

1) For children transitioning from Early Intervention (Part C) to preschool, this is the primary reason for delay when
the initial IEP is implemented after the child’s third birthday.

2) For all students, this is the primary reason for delay when the Parental Consent to Implement IEP Date is more
than 90 days after the Parental Consent to Evaluate Date.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education, IDEA Part B

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is required for all students included in Indicator 11 (i.e., those with a ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate
between July 1 and June 30 of the previous school year) who meet one or both of the following conditions:

e SpecialEducationClassification is NOT 00 (determined ineligible) AND
ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP is blank AND ParentalConsentObtained is NOT R (Refused).
e ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP is more than 90 days after ParentalConsentToEvaluateDate.
This field is required for all students included in Indicator 12 (i.e., Earlylntervention is ‘Y> AND ReferralDate
occurred before the student turned 3 AND ReferralDate is between July 1 and June 30 of the previous school year)
who meet one or both of the following conditions:

e SpecialEducationClassification is NOT 00 (determined ineligible) AND
ParentalConsentTolmplementinitiallEP is blank AND ParentalConsentObtained is NOT R (Refused).
e ParentalConsentTolmplementlnitiallEP is after the student’s 3" birthday

Acceptable Values

Type: Numeric
Minimum Length: 2
Maximum Length: 2

e 01 =Incomplete Residency/Enrollment Information: Parent failed to complete the residency/enrollment
information in a timely manner (more than 15 days) after receipt of the forms.

e (2 =Additional Evaluations Needed (After Initial Evaluation Plan): After the initial evaluation plan, it was
determined that additional assessments were needed.

e (03 =Specialized Evaluations Needed: Evaluations by specialists not employed by the district were not
completed within required timelines.

e 04 =Delays in Scheduling Evaluation/Assessments: The parent repeatedly fails or refuses to make the
student available for evaluation despite the district following all requirements for meetings to determine
eligibility per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.3(k).

e 05 =Missed Appointments by the Child or Parent: The parent repeatedly missed or cancelled scheduled
appointments for assessments/interviews/meetings.

e (06 =Vacancies of Child Study Team or Related Services Personnel: The school district had child study
team or related services personnel vacancies that delayed the completion of the assessments within
required timelines.
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e (07 =Child Study Team or Related Services Personnel were Unavailable: Child study team or related
services personnel were not able to complete assessments within the required timelines due to vacation,
illness, or large numbers of evaluations to be compeleted.

e 12 =Student transferred into the district after a consent for the initial evaluation was obtained but before
the initial evaluation was completed. The parents and district signed off on an extended timeline.

The following code applies to students ages 3-21 with a reason to delay due to school closures related to
COVID-19 or other health-related emergency:

e 14=School closure due to a declared state of emergency, a declared public health emergency, or a
directive by the appropriate heath agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure.

The following code applies only to students with disabilities ages 5-21 (5-year-old who is in Kindergarten only):

e (08 =Mediation or a Due Process Hearing: A request for mediation or a due process hearing was filed with

the Office of Special Education Programs after the school district received consent to evaluate but before
the 90™ day.

The following four additional codes apply ONLY for children served in Early Intervention Programs (Part C),
reasons for delays beyond 3" birthday in implementation of the initial IEP:

e (09 =Late Referral: If the written referral for the initial evaluation was made fewer than 120 days prior to age
3.

e 10=Delayin Receipt of Consent to Evaluate: Parent failed to attend the identification/evaluation planning
meeting and/or did not provide consentin a timely manner (more than 15 days) after the meeting.

e 11 =Mediation or a Due Process Hearing: A request for mediation or a due process hearing was filed with
the OSEPDR after the school district received the referral but before the child’s 3" birthday.

e 13 =Delayin Receipt of Consent to Implement the Initial IEP: The referral and evaluation process were

completed prior to the child’s 3" birthday, but the parent failed to provide consent by the child’s 3
birthday.

Validation Checks
N/A

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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Repeating Data Elements

Students who have a SpecialEducationClassification of 08 have multiple disabilities. To capture more specific
information about those multiple disabilities, the following data element must be repeated 5 times in the file
submitted to NJSLEDS, numbered 1 through 5:

e MDDisablingCondition

Note: The first two instances of this data element must be submitted for all students with a
SpecialEducationClassification of 08. The third, fourth, and fifth instance of this data element are only required if
the student has more than two of the disabling conditions noted in the MDDisablingCondition acceptable values.
However, the data elements must still be repeated 5 times in the file (MDDisablingCondition1,
MDDisablingCondition2, MDDisablingCondition3, MDDisablingCondition4, MDDisablingCondition5), even if the
last three iterations are not needed.
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MDDisablingCondition

Definition of Data Element

Indicates the disabling condition contributing to the special education classification of Multiple Disabilities.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)6.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 08.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 2
Maximum Length: 3

Code Description
Al Auditory Impairment
AU Autism
Ml Mild Intellectual Disability
MO Moderate Intellectual Disability
SV Severe Intellectual Disability
Cl Communication Impairment
ER Emotional Regulation Impairment
DB Deaf/Blindness
Ol Orthopedic Impairment
OHI Other Health Impairment
SLD Specific Learning Disability
TBI Traumatic Brain Injury
Vi Visual Impairment
Validation Checks

e |f SpecialEducationClassification is 08 (Multiple Disabilities), at least MDDisabling_Condition1 and
MDDisabling_Condition2 are required.
e [f SpecialEducationClassification is not 08 (Mutliple Disabilities), these fields should be left blank.

Additional Notes

e Students who meet the deaf/blindness classification should be reported as Multiple Disabilities
(SpecialEducationClassification = 08) only if another disabling condition is present. Deaf/blindness has its
own SpecialEducationClassification of 09.
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e Tosuccessfully upload your data, column headers must be formatted correctly: MDDisabling_Condition1,
MDDisabling_Condition2, MDDisabling_Condition3, MDDisabling_Condition4, and
MDDisabling_Condition5.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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DeclassificationSPEDDate

Definition of Data Element

The year, month, and day on which the student is no longer considered eligible as a student with a disability
according to N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c) or 3.6(a).

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Section 618.

CEDS Mapping

Individualized Program Service Plan End Date

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification of 99.

Acceptable Values

Type: Date
Minimum Length: 8
Maximum Length: 8

Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if the format does not include a four-digit year followed by a zero-filled two position
month, followed by a zero-filled two position day (i.e., 20230128 for January 28, 2023).

e Anerrorwill occur if this field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification = 99.

e The date must match to DeclassificationSPEDDate in Student Management.

Additional Notes

e Forreporting purposes, districts may use the date on which prior written notice of declassification status
was provided to the parent.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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CounselingServices

Definition of Data Element

Anindication of whether or not the student receives counseling services as of the Fall Snapshot according to their
IEP. Counseling refers to regular counseling (at least monthly) provided by a school psychologist, school social
worker, or guidance counselor received by the student, parent, or guardian.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Division of Finance, Office of Special Education

CEDS Mapping

Special Education Support Services Category

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is required when:

e SpecialEducationClassificationis 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, or 17.
e Leave this field blank when SpecialEducationClassification is 00 or 19.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y =Yes, student receives counseling services according to their IEP.
e N =No, student does not receive counseling services according to their IEP.

Validation Checks

e [fthevalueis"Y", there must be avalue for each of the following:
o EligibilityDeterminationDate OR ReevaluationDate
o SpecialEducationClassificationAdditional Notes
e Ifthe studentis not receiving counseling services, report "N" for no.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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OccupationalTherapyServices

Definition of Data Element

An indication of whether or not the student receives occupational therapy services as of the Fall Snapshot
according to their IEP. Occupational Therapy services refer to services specified in the student's IEP for: improving,
developing, or restoring functions impaired or lost through illness, injury or deprivation; improving ability to
perform tasks for independent functions when functions are impaired or lost; and preventing, through early
intervention, initial or further impairment or loss of function.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Division of Finance, Office of Special Education

CEDS Mapping

Special Education Support Services Category

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is required when:

e SpecialEducationClassificationis 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, or 17.
e Leave this field blank when SpecialEducationClassification is 00 or 19.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y =Yes, student receives occupational therapy services according to their IEP.
e N =No, student does not receive occupational therapy services according to their IEP.

Validation Checks

e [fthevalueis"Y", there must be avalue for each of the following:
o EligibilityDeterminationDate OR ReevaluationDate
o SpecialEducationClassification

Additional Notes

e Ifthe studentis not receiving occupational therapy services, report "N" for no.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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PhysicalTherapyServices

Definition of Data Element

Anindication of whether or not the student receives physical therapy services as of the Fall Snapshot according to
their IEP. Physical Therapy refers to services and treatments as specified in the student's IEP provided by a
qualified physical therapist.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Division of Finance, Office of Special Education

CEDS Mapping

Special Education Support Services Category

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is required when:

e SpecialEducationClassificationis 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, or 17.
e Leave this field blank when SpecialEducationClassification is 00 or 19.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y =Yes, student receives physical therapy services according to their IEP.
e N =No, student does not receive physical therapy services according to their IEP.

Validation Checks

e [fthevalueis"Y", there must be avalue for each of the following:
o EligibilityDeterminationDate OR ReevaluationDate
o SpecialEducationClassification

Additional Notes

e Ifthe studentis not receiving physical therapy services, report "N" for no.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SpeechlLanguageTherapyServices

Definition of Data Element

Anindication of whether or not the student receives speech language therapy services as of the Fall Snapshot
according to their IEP. Speech Language Therapy refers to services for the habilitation or prevention of
communicative disorders as specified in the student’s IEP in addition to another special education program.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Division of Finance, Office of Special Education

CEDS Mapping

Special Education Support Services Category

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is required when:

e SpecialEducationClassificationis 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, or 17.
e Leave this field blank when SpecialEducationClassification is 00 or 19.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y =Yes, student receives speech language services according to their IEP.
e N =No, student does not receive speech language services according to their IEP.

Validation Checks

e [fthevalueis"Y", there must be avalue for each of the following:
o EligibilityDeterminationDate OR ReevaluationDate
o SpecialEducationClassification

Additional Notes

e Ifthe studentis not receiving speech language services, report "N" for no.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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OtherRelatedServices

Definition of Data Element

Anindiciation of whether or not the student receives other related services as of the Fall Snapshot according to
their IEP. This category represents other related services which include, but are not limited to, such
developmental, corrective, and other supportive services as are required to assist a student with a disability to
benefit from special education as specified in the student’s IEP. They include, but are not limited to: audiology
services, psychological services, recreation, rehabilitation counseling, orientation and mobility services, medical
services for diagnostic or evaluation purposes, school nursing services, and parent counseling or training that is
related to the education of the student. Transportation is NOT include in other related services.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Division of Finance, Office of Special Education

CEDS Mapping

Special Education Support Services Category

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is required when:

e SpecialEducationClassificationis 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, or 17.
e Leave this field blank when SpecialEducationClassification is 00 or 19.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y =Yes, student receives other related services according to their IEP.
e N =No, student does not receive other related services according to their IEP.

Validation Checks

e [fthevalueis"Y", there must be avalue for each of the following:
o EligibilityDeterminationDate OR ReevaluationDate
o SpecialEducationClassification

Additional Notes

e [fthe studentis not receiving other related services, report "N" for no.

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SLDBasicReadingSkills

Definition of Data Element

For students classified Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Special Education Classification Code 14, an
indication of whether eligibility was determined in the area of basic reading skills per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and Office of Student Support Services
For more information, see N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?
This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 14.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y=Yes
e N=No
Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if the field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification code is 14.

e Anerror will occur if SpecialEducationClassification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e.,
SLDBasicReadingSchools, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression,
SLDListeningComprehension, SLDMathCalculations, SLDMathProblemSolving, SLDWrittenExpression and
SLDReadingFluency) equal N. At least one of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.

Additional Notes
N/A

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SLDReadingComprehension

Definition of Data Element

For students classified Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Special Education Classification Code 14, an
indication of whether eligibility was determined in the area of reading comprehension per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and Office of Student Support Services
For more information, see N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 14.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y=Yes
e N=No
Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if the field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification code is 14.

e Anerrorwill occur if SpecialEducationClassification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e.,
SLDBasicReadingSchools, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression,
SLDListeningComprehension, SLDMathCalculations, SLDMathProblemSolving, SLDWrittenExpression and
SLDReadingFluency) equal N. At least one of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.

Additional Notes
N/A

Common Errors
N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SLDOralExpression

Definition of Data Element

For students classified Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Special Education Classification Code 14, an
indication of whether eligibility was determined in the area of oral expression per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and Office of Student Support Services
For more information, see N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 14.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y=Yes
e N=No
Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if the field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification code is 14.

e Anerrorwill occur if SpecialEducationClassification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e.,
SLDBasicReadingSchools, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression,
SLDListeningComprehension, SLDMathCalculations, SLDMathProblemSolving, SLDWrittenExpression and
SLDReadingFluency) equal N. At least one of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.

Additional Notes
N/A

Common Errors
N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SLDListeningComprehension

Definition of Data Element

For students classified Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Special Education Classification Code 14, an
indication of whether eligibility was determined in the area of listening comprehension per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-
3.5(c)12.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and Office of Student Support Services
For more information, see N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 14.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y=Yes
e N=No
Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if the field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification code is 14.

e Anerror will occur if SpecialEducationClassification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e.,
SLDBasicReadingSchools, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression,
SLDListeningComprehension, SLDMathCalculations, SLDMathProblemSolving, SLDWrittenExpression and
SLDReadingFluency) equal N. At least one of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.

Additional Notes
N/A

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SLDWrittenExpression

Definition of Data Element

For students classified Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Special Education Classification Code 14, an
indication of whether eligibility was determined in the area of written expression per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and Office of Student Support Services
For more information, see N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 14.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

Y =Yes
N =No

Validation Checks

An error will occur if the field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification code is 14.

An error will occur if SpecialEducationClassification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e.,
SLDBasicReadingSchools, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression,
SLDListeningComprehension, SLDMathCalculations, SLDMathProblemSolving, SLDWrittenExpression and
SLDReadingFluency) equal N. At least one of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.

Additional Notes

N/A

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SLDReadingFluency

Definition of Data Element

For students classified Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Special Education Classification Code 14, an
indication of whether eligibility was determined in the area of reading fluency per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and Office of Student Support Services
For more information, see N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 14.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y=Yes
e N=No
Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occur if the field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification code is 14.

e Anerrorwill occur if SpecialEducationClassification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e.,
SLDBasicReadingSchools, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression,
SLDListeningComprehension, SLDMathCalculations, SLDMathProblemSolving, SLDWrittenExpression and
SLDReadingFluency) equal N. At least one of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.

Additional Notes
N/A

Common Errors
N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SLDMathCalculations

Definition of Data Element

For students classified Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Special Education Classification Code 14, an
indication of whether eligibility was determined in the area of mathematics calculations per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-
3.5(c)12.

Functional, Policy, or Legal
Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and Office of Student Support Services
For more information, see N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 14.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y=Yes
e N=No
Validation Checks

e Anerrorwill occurif the field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification code is 14.

e Anerrorwill occur if SpecialEducationClassification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e.,
SLDBasicReadingSchools, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression,
SLDListeningComprehension, SLDMathCalculations, SLDMathProblemSolving, SLDWrittenExpression and
SLDReadingFluency) equal N. At least one of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.

Additional Notes
N/A

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings
N/A

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook 48



SLDMathProblemSolving

Definition of Data Element

For students classified Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Special Education Classification Code 14, an
indication of whether eligibility was determined in the area of mathematics problem solving per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-
3.5(c)12.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

NJDOE, Office of Special Education and Office of Student Support Services
For more information, see N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.5(c)12.

CEDS Mapping
No CEDS Mapping

Is this Data Element Required?

This field is mandatory for all students with a SpecialEducationClassification code of 14.

Acceptable Values

Type: Alpha
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 1

e Y=Yes
e N=No
Validation Checks

e Anerror will occur if the field is left blank and SpecialEducationClassification code is 14.

e Anerror will occur if SpecialEducationClassification is 14 and all SLD-related data fields (i.e.,
SLDBasicReadingSchools, SLDReadingComprehension, SLDOralExpression,
SLDListeningComprehension, SLDMathCalculations, SLDMathProblemSolving, SLDWrittenExpression and
SLDReadingFluency) equal N. At least one of these eight (8) fields must equal Y.

Additional Notes
N/A

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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PreschoolEdEnvironment

Definition of Data Element
The program and service setting in which the child, aged three through five and not enrolled in kindergarten,
receives special education and related services under an IEP or ISP in effect as of the applicable reporting date.

Functional, Policy, or Legal Document

PreschoolEdEnvironment supports federal reporting under IDEA Section 618 and related state accountability
obligations. Itis used to report the educational environment of children aged three through five with disabilities
who are receiving special education and related services.

The element informs:

Federal IDEA Part B child count and preschool educational environment reporting;

State performance monitoring related to early childhood Least Restrictive Environment (LRE);

Public reporting and analysis of inclusion patterns for preschool children with disabilities; and
Oversight of placement trends across district-operated and non-district-operated programs.

This element reflects the setting documented in the child’s IEP or ISP as of the applicable reporting date. It does
not establish eligibility, determine service intensity, or authorize placement decisions.

IDEA Least Restrictive Environment (Early Childhood): 34 C.F.R. 88 300.114-300.117 (Requirement that children
with disabilities be educated with nondisabled peers to the maximum extent appropriate; continuum of alternative
placements).

IDEA Data Collection & Reporting (Section 618): 34 C.F.R. §§ 300.640-300.644 (State responsibility to collect
and report data on children with disabilities, including preschool educational environment categories); EDFacts
File Specifications FS089, Children with Disabilities (IDEA) Early Childhood.

IDEA Statutory Authority: 20 U.S.C. 88 1412(a)(5) and 1418 (Least restrictive environment requirements and state
data reporting obligations).

New Jersey Preschool Program Requirements: N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.1(d) (Minimum instructional hour requirements
for district board of education operated preschool programs for children with disabilities).

CEDS Element
IDEAEducationalEnvironmentForPreschool

Is This Data Element Required?
PreschoolEdEnvironment is required for children ages three to five and not in kindergarten who have an IEP or ISP
in effect as of the applicable reporting date (i.e., October 15).
PreschoolEdEnvironment must not be reported for:
e Children enrolled in kindergarten or a higher grade;
e Children without an active IEP or ISP in effect as of the applicable reporting date;
e Children reported for referral and evaluation purposes whose initial eligibility has not been determined as
of the reporting date.

Acceptable Values

Data Type: Alphanumeric
Minimum Length: 1
Maximum Length: 12

REC10YSVCS Services in a general education preschool program (at least 10 hours per week). The
student is enrolled in a general education preschool program that meets at least 10 hours per
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week and receives the majority of special education and related services within the general
education preschool program.

REC10YOTHLOC

Services in other location; general education preschool program (at least 10 hours per
week). The studentis enrolled in a general education preschool program that meets for at least
10 hours per week and receives the majority of special education and related services at a
location other than the general education preschool program.

REC09YSVCS

Services in a general education preschool program (less than 10 hours per week). The
studentis enrolled in a general education preschool program that meets for less than 10 hours
per week and receives the majority of special education and related services within the general
education preschool program.

REC09YOTHLOC

Services in other location; general education preschool program (less than 10 hours per
week). The studentis enrolled in a general education preschool program that meets for less
than 10 hours per week and receives the majority of special education and related services at
a location other than the general education preschool program.

SC

Separate special education class. The student is not enrolled in a general education
preschool program and instead receives special education and related services in a separate
special education class.

SS

Separate school. The studentis not enrolled in a general education preschool program and
instead receives special education and related services in a separate school.

RF

Residential Facility. The student resides in and receives special education and related
services in a residential facility.

Home. The studentis not enrolled in a general education preschool or special education
program and instead receives special education and related services at home.

SPL

Service provider or other location not in any other category. The studentis not enrolled in a
general education preschool or special education program and instead receives special
education and related services at a service provider location.

Validation Checks

e PreschoolEdEnvironment is required for children aged three through five who are not enrolled in
kindergarten and who have an active IEP or ISP in place as of the applicable reporting date.
(PreschoolEdEnvironment must not be blank when the child’s age on October 15is 3, 4 or 5,
SpecialEducationClassification is 12, and GradelLevel is not KH, KF, PF, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09,
10,11, 0r 12)

e The system prevents reporting of PreschoolEdEnvironment for children enrolled in kindergarten.
(PreschoolEdEnvironment must be blank when GradeLevel is DH, DF, KH, KF, PF, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07,
08,09, 10, 11,0r 12.)

e The system validates that the reported value matches one of the allowable codes.

e Children without an active IEP or ISP in place on the applicable reporting date must not have a reported
value. (PreschoolEdEnvironment must be blank when SpecialEducationClassification is 00, 19, 99)

Additional Notes

e Ageneral education preschool program includes at least 50 percent nondisabled children and may
include, butis not limited to:

o Head Start programs;
o Public school preschool classes;
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o Private preschools;
o Group child development centers or childcare settings.

For children enrolled in a general education preschool program, the reported value depends on where the
majority of special education and related services are delivered.
o Services are considered delivered within the general education preschool program when they
occur during daily activities and routines in which all children participate (e.g., circle time, learning
centers, co-teaching, or push-in services).

o Services are considered delivered outside the general education preschool program when the
child is removed from interaction with nondisabled peers for service delivery (e.g., one-to-one
therapeutic setting or small group comprised solely of children with disabilities).

Program length is determined by the total number of instructional hours per week the child attends the
preschool program.

For children enrolled in a general education preschool program, districts must report whether the majority
of special education and related services are delivered within the general education program or outside
that setting.

A special education program is defined as a program that includes less than 50 percent nondisabled
children.

Program length must be determined based on the number of instructional hours per week, including
recess, lunch, and circle-time.

PreschoolEdEnvironment should be consistent with reported enrollment indicators (e.g., RF reported
without corresponding attending county-district-school code for a residential facility).

Common Errors

N/A

Warnings

N/A
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SchoolAgeEdEnvironment

Definition of Data Element
The educational setting in which the student, enrolled in kindergarten or a higher grade, receives special education
and related services pursuant to an IEP or ISP in effect as of the applicable reporting date.

Functional, Policy or Legal Document

SchoolAgeEdEnvironment supports federal reporting under IDEA Section 618 and related state accountability
obligations. Itis used to report the educational environment of school-age students with disabilities receiving
special education and related services.

The element informs:

Federal IDEA Part B child count and educational environment reporting;

State performance monitoring and public reporting;

e Compliance oversight regarding least restrictive environment (LRE) requirements; and

Evaluation of placement patterns and inclusion trends across districts and student groups.

This element reflects the placement documented in the student’s IEP or ISP as of the applicable reporting date. It
does not establish or authorize placement decisions and does not independently determine service intensity,
enrollment status, or disability category.

SchoolAgeEdEnvironment is distinct from enrollment and attendance. A student may be enrolled in a district but
receive services in a separate setting; this element captures the educational environment in which services are
delivered, not the district of enrollment.

IDEA Least Restrictive Environment (LRE): 34 C.F.R. 88 300.114-300.117 (Requirement that students with
disabilities be educated with nondisabled peers to the maximum extent appropriate; placement decisions based
on IEP and continuum of alternative placements).

IDEA Educational Placements: 34 C.F.R. §§ 300.115-300.116 (Continuum of alternative placements and
placement determinations based on the student’s IEP).

IDEA Data Collection & Reporting (Section 618): 34 C.F.R. 88 300.640-300.644 (State responsibility to collect and
report data on children with disabilities, including educational environment categories); EDFacts File
Specifications FS002, Children with Disabilities (IDEA) School Age.

IDEA Statutory Authority: 20 U.S.C. 88 1412(a)(5) and 1418 (Least restrictive environment requirements and state
data reporting obligations).

New Jersey Placement and LRE Requirements: N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.2 and N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.3 (IEP team placement
decisions and least restrictive environment implementation).

CEDS Mapping
IDEAEducationalEnvironmentForSchoolAge

Is this Data Element Required?
SchoolAgeEdEnvironment is required for students in kindergarten or higher grades who have an IEP or service plan
in effect as of the applicable reporting date (i.e., October 15).
SchoolAgeEdEnvironment must not be reported for:
e Studentsin preschool grade levels;
e Students without an active IEP or ISP as of the applicable reporting date;
e Students reported for referral and evaluation purposes whose initial eligibility has not been determined as
of the reporting date.

New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System Special Education Data Handbook 53



Acceptable Values

e Type: Alphanumeric
e Minimum Length: 2
e Maximum Length: 8

RC80 Inside General Education Classes 80% or More of the Day. The student
receives special education and related services outside general education
settings for less than 21% of the school day.

RC40TO79 Inside General Education Classes for 40% through 79% of the Day: The
student receives special education and related services outside general
education settings for at least 21% but no more than 60% of the school day.

RC39 Inside General Education Classes for Less Than 40% of the Day: The
student receives special education and related services outside general
education settings for more than 60% of the school day.

SS Separate School. The student receives special education and related
services in a public or private separate day school facility for more than 50%
of the school day, at public expense.

RF Residential Facility. The student lives in a public or private residential
facility during the school week and receives special education and related
services there, at public expense, for more than 50% of the school day. This
includes students who receive services in the residential facility for the
majority of the day and attend a separate day school or regular school
building for the remainder.

HH Homebound/Hospital. The student receives special education and related
services through a hospital or homebound program at public expense and is
not a student whose parent has elected to homeschool.

CF Correctional facility. The student receives special education and related
services in a short-term detention or correctional facility on the applicable
reporting date.

PPPS Parentally placed in private schools. The student is enrolled by a parent or
guardian in a parochial or other private school or is homeschooled; receives
special education and related services at public expense under an ISP, and
is not placed in the private school by the district.

Validation Checks

e SchoolAgeEdEnvironment is required for students in kindergarten or higher grade levels with an active |IEP
or ISP as of the applicable reporting date. (SchoolAgeEdEnvironment must not be blank when GradeLevel
is DH, DF, KH, KF, PF, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, or 12 and SpecialEducationClassification is
01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, or 17.)

e Studentsin preschool grade levels must not be reported in this data field. (SchoolAgeEdEnvironment must
be blank when GradeLevel is 3H, 4H, 5H, 3F, 4F, or 5F.)

e Students without an active IEP or ISP in place, or have SpecialEducationClassification of 00, 19, or 99 on
the applicable reporting date must leave this field blank.

e The system validates that the reported value matches one of the allowable codes.
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Additional Notes

Calculating Educational Environment (Percentage of Time with Nondisabled Peers)

The percentage of time the student spends with nondisabled peers is the percentage of time they spend ina
general education setting. This calculation depends on the total number of minutes in the school day.

1. Calculate the total number of minutes in the school day (i.e., “bell to bell” length of day).

2. Add up the number of minutes that the student is removed from non-disabled peers.

3. Subtract the number of minutes the student spends in a separate special education setting (i.e., removal
from non-disabled peers).

4. Divide the results from step 3 by the result from step 1.

5. Multiply the result from step 4 by 100 to get the percent of time with nondisabled peers.

Use the results from step 5 to determine whether the student should be categorized as RC80, RC40TO79, or RC39.

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3: Step 4: Step 5:
Total Number of Add up the Total | Subtract Number | Divide the Result | Multiply by 100
Minutes in the Number of of Minutes from Step 3 by
School Day Minutes Removed Removed Step 1
420 Minutes 160 Minutes 420-160=260 260/420=0.619 | 0.619x100=
Removed 61.9%
260 Minutes with
Non-Disabled
Peers

This student is in general education settings for 61.9% of the day and should have the
SchoolAgeEdEnvironment code RC40TO79.

e General education time includes:

o Services unrelated to the disability (e.g., English language instruction).

Participation in social and extracurricular activities during the regular school day.

Age-appropriate community-based or vocational experiences that include nondisabled peers.

General education classes with special education and related services provided within the general

education class, through co-teaching or push-in services.

o Tuition placement in general education classes with nondisabled peers for at least 80% of the school
day.

o O O

e Educational environment categories are based on where the student receives special education and
related services, not solely on building location or enrollment status.

e Students placed by the district in an out-of-district public or private separate school remain the reporting
responsibility of the placing district. The reported value must reflect the setting in which services are
delivered as of the applicable reporting date, consistent with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.2 and 6A:14-4.3.

e Thereported value must correspond to the placement documented in the IEP or ISP and must reflect the
percentage of the school day the student spends in general education settings, consistent with federal
definitions.
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e Parentally placed private school students receiving services under a services plan must be reported using
the appropriate value (PPPS).

¢ Inside General Education Classes for Less Than 40% of the Day (RC39) should not be used when the
student receives education in a public or private separate school or residential facility for more than 50%
of the school day. Instead, the student should be categorized as Separate School (SS).

e Residential Facility (RF) should not be used when the student receives educational services at a residential
facility but does not reside there. Instead, the student should be categorized as Separate School (SS).

e SchoolAgeEdEnvironment should be consistent with reported enrollmentindicators (e.g., RF reported
without corresponding attending county-district-school code for a residential facility).

Common Errors
N/A

Warnings
N/A
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